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Cumberland Council acceptance of the Adequacy of
Consultation document and updates to this
document

The Applicant shared the Adequacy of Consultation milestone document with
Cumberland Council for comment on 4" November 2024. Cumberland Council
responded to the Adequacy of Consultation on the 20" January 2025, with the

following response:

‘I can confirm we are satisfied with the findings of the attached document

‘Dean Moor Solar Adequacy of Consultation’.

Cumberland Council’s full response to the Adequacy of Consultation milestone may

be found in appendix 3.3 of this document.

The following changes have been made to this document as a result of, and

following, the above acceptance by Cumberland Council:

= Appendix 3.3, which originally contained internal correspondence
regarding the SoCC, has been replaced with a new appendix 3.3 which
contains the acceptance of the Adequacy of Consultation by
Cumberland Council.

= An additional sentence reflecting this has been added to section 3.11:
“Cumberland Council notified the Applicant that it found this Adequacy
of Consultation Milestone acceptable in their response to this Adequacy
of Consultation. The Council’s response may be found at appendix 3.3.”

= An additional section has been added at 2.2.3 to reflect that the
Applicant did not engage with the Scottish Borders Council during the
statutory consultation. To rectify this omission, the Applicant reached
out to Scottish Borders on 3 March 2025, and received confirmation
from the Scottish Borders Council on 19 March 2025 that it had no
comment to make in relation to the Proposed Development.

= Table 3 in Appendix 3.9 has been updated to reflect the correct
categorisation of Local Authorities and include the Scottish Borders
Council.

» Formatting inconsistencies have been rectified, including updating the
document template, removal of the ‘draft’ watermark, and fixing
numbering and formatting issues. Referencing has also been updated
to align with the referencing used in application documents.
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1.

1.1

1.1.1.

1.1.2.

1.2.

1.2.1.

1.3.

1.3.1.

1.3.2.

Introduction

Purpose of this document

This Adequacy of Consultation Report (‘the Report’) has been produced for
FVS Dean Moor Limited (the ‘Applicant’) to support the DCO application for
the Dean Moor Solar Farm (‘the Proposed Development’) on approximately
276.5ha of land located between the villages of Gilgarran and Branthwaite in
West Cumbria (the ‘Site’), which is situated within the administrative area of

Cumberland Council (‘the Council’).

The Proposed Development is defined as a NSIP under Sections 14(1)(a) and
15(2) of the Planning Act 2008 (‘PA 2008’), as it comprises the construction or
extension of a generating station (Part 3, Section 14(1)(a)) that is within
England, does not generate electricity from wind, is not an offshore generating
station, and has a capacity of more than 50 MW (Part 3, Section 15(2)).

Overview and Structure of this Report
This Report is divided into the following chapters:

= Chapter 2 Overview of consultation and engagement including a
summary of non-statutory consultation, a summary of statutory
consultation, and a summary of engagement with landowners;

m  Chapter 3 Development of the Statement of Community Consultation
(‘SoCC);

= Chapter 4 Summary of changes to the Proposed Development as a
result of statutory consultation responses.

Requirements of the PA 2008

This document underlines how the Statement of Community Consultation
(SoCC) was developed, consulted on, published, and adhered to in line with
the process prescribed in section 47 of the PA 2008, prior to commencing the

statutory consultation for the Proposed Development.

Section 47 of the PA 2008 states:
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(1) “The applicant must prepare a statement setting out how the applicant
proposes to consult, about the proposed application, people living in
the vicinity of the land.

(2) Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each local
authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the
statement.

(3) The deadline for the receipt by the applicant of a local authority's
response to consultation under subsection (2) is the end of the period
of 28 days that begins with the day after the day on which the local
authority receives the consultation documents.

(4) In subsection (3) “the consultation documents” means the documents
supplied to the local authority by the applicant for the purpose of
consulting the local authority under subsection (2).

(5) In preparing the statement, the applicant must have regard to any
response to consultation under subsection (2) that is received by the
applicant before the deadline imposed by subsection (3).

(6) Once the applicant has prepared the statement, the applicant must —
(za) make the statement available for inspection by the public in a way
that is reasonably convenient for people living in the vicinity of the land;

(a) publish in a newspaper circulating in the vicinity of the land a
notice stating where and when the statement can be inspected,
and

(b) publish the statement in such manner as may be prescribed.

(7) The applicant must carry out consultation in accordance with the
proposals set out in the statement.”

1.4. Guidance influencing this Report

1.4.1. The Applicant had regard to the following guidance:

= Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government: Planning Act
2008: guidance on the pre-application process for major infrastructure
projects 2013

= Department for Communities and Local Government: Planning Act
2008: Guidance on the pre-application process?

1 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-act-2008-pre-application-stage-for-nationally-significant-infrastructure-
projects;

2 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6630afc53579e7a8f398a9b3/150326 Pre-

Application Guidance.pdf
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1.4.2.

1.4.3.

1.4.4.

1.4.5.

Solar Farm

The latter guidance was withdrawn on 30 April 2024, partway through the
statutory consultation period for Dean Moor Solar Farm (see paragraph 2.2.2
below). Since the guidance changed, the Applicant has sought to ensure

adherence to the new guidance regarding pre-application consultation.3

The new guidance, which has informed the production of this Report, states at

paragraph 025:

“This adequacy of consultation milestone should be early enough to enable
applicants to consider how to undertake any additional engagement that may
be needed, but sufficiently towards the end of the preapplication stage to
assess the adequacy of the consultation that has been done. Itis likely
therefore to be no later than around 3 months before the intended date of

submission of the application.

“The adequacy of consultation milestone should be recorded by the applicant
and submitted to the Planning Inspectorate as a short statement of the
elements of consultation which have been carried out compared with the
components set out in the Programme Document and the SoCC. The
statement should include the views and any relevant supporting material from

local authorities if available.”

The Report is not a statutory requirement, but the Applicant understands the
importance of receiving Planning Inspectorate feedback early enough to

remedy any gaps ahead of application submission.

Under section 55(4)(b) of the PA 2008, at the acceptance stage, the Planning
Inspectorate will have regard to representations made by local authority

consultees about the adequacy of consultation.

3 Planning Act 2008: Pre-application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects,
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-act-2008-pre-application-stage-for-nationally-significant-infrastructure-

projects
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Solar Farm

1.4.6. The Applicant has taken a proactive approach to pre-application engagement
with consultees and local communities which has helped the Applicant
understand concerns and shape proposals ahead of submission. This Report
provides an overview of the engagement and consultation activity to date and
how it has met with the requirements the PA 2008.
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2. Overview of consultation and engagement

2.0.1. This chapter of the Report provides an overview of all pre-application

consultation engagement activities conducted by the Applicant, prior to the

submission of an application for development consent.

2.0.2. Table 2.1 below summarises the consultation activities undertaken by the

Applicant, the date when the activities were undertaken, and where further

details of those activities will be found within the Consultation Report.

Table 2.1: Summary of consultation activities

Consultation Activity

Date Undertaken

Site visits with landowners and
neighbours

Autumn 2023 and Spring 2024

Engagement with host Local Planning
Authority regarding approach to
engagement and introducing the
Proposed Development

Summer 2023 — Winter 2023

Project launch to members of the Summer 2023
public (including website, press and

media activity)

Non-statutory consultation Autumn 2023

Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) consultation

Summer 2023 — Winter 2023

Statement of Community Consultation
(SoCC) development and consultation

Autumn 2023 — Winter 2023

Statutory consultation

Spring 2024

Engagement between statutory
consultation and application
submission

May 2024 — March 2025

2.0.3. As highlighted in the table above, the main stages of consultation undertaken

for Dean Moor Solar Farm were:

Non-statutory consultation: A non-statutory consultation period was
held in Autumn 2023, between 3 October and 3 November. This
introduced the Proposed Development to local stakeholders and

provided an early opportunity to input into the evolving concept design.

During the non-statutory consultation period, 22 responses were

received.

Statutory consultation: A statutory consultation period was held in
Spring 2024, from 11 March 2024 until 26 April (and later extended as
described in paragraph 2.2.2). The consultation set out the further
details of the Proposed Development, including changes made since
the non-statutory consultation, along with a Preliminary Environmental
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2.1.
211.

21.2.

2.1.3.

2.14.

2.1.5.

2.1.6.

or

Solar Farm

Information Report (‘PEIR’) which presented the preliminary findings of
the environmental impact assessment of the Proposed Development.

Summary of non-statutory consultation

Early engagement began in August 2023. The non-statutory consultation
began on 3 October 2023, and ran for 31 days to 3 November 2023.

This introduced the Proposed Development to local stakeholders, and
provided an early opportunity to input into the evolving concept design. During

the non-statutory consultation period.

In total, 22 responses were received during the non-statutory consultation,
with responses made by the Applicant in the Non-Statutory Consultation

Report (this document will be appended to the Consultation Report).

An early draft of the SoCC (‘draft SoCC’) (appendix 1.1) was prepared in
September 2023, ahead of the non-statutory consultation period. While this
was not a requirement for the non-statutory consultation, it helped inform the
approach taken by the Applicant and ensured local stakeholders were able to
consult on the proposals effectively, ahead of the statutory consultation. This

is further discussed in Chapter 3 of this Report.

Table 2.2 below demonstrates the steps taken by the Applicant during the

non-statutory consultation.

Table 2.2: Overview of early engagement and non-statutory
consultation

Step Date

Launch of the project website 03/08/2023
Press release announcing the consultation issued to local media 04/08/2023
Consultation leaflet posted to the local community 03/10/2023
Launch of the non-statutory consultation 03/10/2023
In-person public consultation event 17/10/2023
In-person public consultation event 18/10/2023
Virtual consultation event 19/10/2023
Virtual consultation event 30/10/2023
End of non-statutory consultation period 03/11/2023

Table 2.3 below outlines the key changes to the Proposed Development,

which were implemented as a result of the feedback received during the non-
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Solar Farm

statutory consultation. These were later presented in the PEIR at the statutory

consultation.

2.1.7. Full details of the changes made to the Proposed Development as a result of
non-statutory consultation feedback will be provided in the Non-Statutory

Consultation Report (which will be appended to the Consultation Report).

Table 2.3: Changes made as a result of non-statutory feedback

Feedback

Change

Requests for improved public
accessibility to Site:

“There needs to be areas of scenic access
that need to replace what will be lost.”

“Historic paths across the site follow the old
mineral paths and we would wish to see
these restored.”

“Paths around the Potato Pot windfarm.
Footpath across the site.”

“Cleared access tracks through the site -
popular walkway with local community,
potential issues with access to the site as
the landowner has denied access.”

It is anticipated two permissive paths will
be established within the Site, and the
layout of the Proposed Development will
not impede any existing informal routes
that may continue to be used or which
may be formally adopted as PRoW by
the Council.

Landscaping:

“The site is so clearly visible from Dean
Cross and the Pica road”

“This is going to be ugly and will ruin the
nature of the area”

The updated Concept Layout which was
assessed in the PEIR included
additional landscape buffers including
screening through planting, and also
siting of panels to make use of natural
screening through topography. This
mitigation would reduce the potential
visual impact on neighbouring residents
and road users.

Community Benefit

“Education opportunity for local schools.
Potential Field trip.”

“Good site, expand country wildlife site.”

“Investment in local environment
improvements”

“Installation of EV (pay as you go) charging
points in each village affected. Dean
Church would be interested in the
installation of solar panels in the church

Following the first round of informal
public consultation, the Applicant
hassought to engage with additional
partners and groups to enable us to
provide a wider community benefits
package

which contributes towards causes,
issues, and projects which public
feedback has emphasised. This is
therefore being established in addition to
the initial £500,000 fund.
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2.2.

2.2.1.

2.2.2.

2.2.3.

2.2.4.

yard or on the church owned village hall
roof.”

“Friends of Pica' is a charity that aims to
enhance the community of Pica, it is
currently seeking funding for a play park in
the village.”

Summary of statutory consultation

The Applicant conducted a period of statutory consultation on the Proposed
Development from 11 March 2024 until 26 April 2024 (later extended as noted
in paragraph 2.2.2 below). In accordance with the SoCC, the Applicant held

three in-person consultation events, and two webinars.

The consultation period was extended as a result of an error with posting
letters to statutory consultees; as a result, some consultees were granted an
extension to 3 and 16 May 2024. Further details of this extension will be found

in Chapter 5 of the Consultation Report.

In February 2025, it was identified that the Scottish Borders Council also
shares a boundary with the Council, and as such it is also a category ‘A’
consultee. As the Scottish Borders was not consulted during the statutory
consultation, but it should have been, and to rectify this omission the
Applicant reached out on 3 March 2025 to inform the Scottish Borders Council
of the error and to seek a response. On 19 March 2025 the Scottish Borders
Council confirmed that it had no comment to make in relation to the Proposed
Development. The Applicant notified the Inspectorate of the Scottish Borders

Council’s response on 20 March 2025.

Table 2.4 below demonstrates the steps taken by the Applicant during the
statutory consultation. More detail on these steps will be provided in Chapter

5 of the Consultation Report.

Table 2.4: Overview of statutory consultation

Adequacy of Consultation 8 March 2025



2.3.

2.3.1.

23.2.

2.3.3.

2.34.

Step Date
Press release announcing the consultation issued to local media | 06/03/24
Consultation leaflet posted to the local community 08/03/24
Section 46 notice issued to PINS 08/03/24
Section 47 notice 11/03/24
Section 48 notice 11/03/24
Launch of the statutory consultation 11/03/24
Publication of the SoCC, the PEIR, consultation booklet, 11/03/24
feedback questionnaire and supporting materials

Opening of and placement of documents in the deposit location 11/03/24
In-person public consultation event 19/03/24
In-person public consultation event 20/03/24
In-person public consultation event 21/03/24
Virtual consultation event 16/04/24
Virtual consultation event 18/04/24
End of statutory consultation period 26/04/24
Extension of statutory consultation period for consultees affected | 16/05/24
by mailout error

Summary of engagement with landowners

The Applicant undertook inquiries to identify affected landowners, those with
interests in land, and those with a potentially relevant claim, and included

affected interests covered by both on-road and off-road cable route options.

These thorough inquiries continued throughout the pre-application period to
ensure that all relevant persons with an interest in land (‘PiLs’) are engaged

with and consulted about the Proposed Development.

A land interest questionnaire (appendix 2.1) was sent out to PiLs,
accompanied by a cover letter (appendix 2.2). This also included a set of land
ownership plans showing the extent of land within the Order limits that the
Applicant believed the PiLs to have an interest in. Any new information
provided by the land interest questionnaires were recorded on the land
referencing database. Attempts to chase any non-respondents were also

made to ensure the Applicant wa identifying all affected landowners and PiLs.

As part of the statutory consultation, site notices were placed on site for

unregistered land parcels. These were monitored weekly over the consultation

Adequacy of Consultation 9 March 2025
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2.3.5.

2.3.6.

period via an app (Collector app) which was used to store photos as evidence

of the site notices being there during the statutory consultation period.

Any changes in ownership or new interests have been identified, consulted,
and engaged with accordingly. This effort has been complemented by the
ongoing engagement conducted by the Applicant, which will be outlined in
Chapter 7 of the Consultation Report. Additionally, periodic Land Registry
updates and validation checks on data have been conducted, both prior to

critical program milestones and on an ongoing basis.

Prior to the submission of the development consent application, title refreshes
of the HMLR data will continue to be made, with the final update to take place
28 days before submission to capture any changes in land ownership.
Engagement will be made via a land interest questionnaire, following the

usual process.
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Solar Farm

3. Development of the SoCC

3.0.1. The Applicant strongly believes that having a two-stage approach to
consultation increased efficiency for respondents and clarity for communities
as it allowed for an additional, more tailored outreach process, and ensured

that the statutory consultation was more accessible.

3.0.2. An early draft of the SoCC (‘draft SOCC’) (appendix 1.1) was prepared in
September 2023, ahead of the non-statutory consultation period. While this
was not a requirement for the non-statutory consultation, it helped inform the
approach taken by the Applicant and ensured local stakeholders were able to

consult on the proposals effectively, ahead of the statutory consultation.

3.0.3. The Applicant’s development of a draft SOCC considered advice and best
practice from then-Department for Communities and Local Government and
Planning Inspectorate (‘PINS’) guidance for pre-application consultation.4
This guidance was withdrawn following the publication of new guidance
regarding pre-application consultation on 30 April 2024, partway through the
extended statutory consultation period for the Proposed Development. Since
the guidance changed, the Applicant has sought to ensure adherence to the

new guidance regarding pre-application consultation.5

3.0.4. The SoCC provided information regarding the Proposed Development and the
Applicant, the Environmental Impact Assessment, the statutory consultation
process and how the public could contribute their views during the DCO

process.

4 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6630afc53579e7a8f398a9b3/150326 Pre-
Application Guidance.pdf Note: This publication was withdrawn on 30 April 2024.

5 Planning Act 2008: Pre-application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects,
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-act-2008-pre-application-stage-for-nationally-significant-infrastructure-

projects
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3.0.5. The main content of the draft SoCC gave an overview of the statutory
consultation (11 March 2024 — 26 April 2024, later extended as explained in
paragraph 2.2.2) including:

= What was being consulted on and who was being consulted;
=  The groups being consulted, including under-represented or seldom-
heard groups;

= The primary methods for consultation, including wider engagement
and advertisement of the Proposed Development.

3.0.6. The purpose of the draft SoCC was to demonstrate how the Applicant would

engage with communities likely to be affected by the Proposed Development.

3.0.7. The strategy outlined in the draft SoCC ensured the statutory consultation
was effective as well as appropriate and proportionate to the local area.
Moreover, it also ensured compliance with the statutory requirements and

associated guidance as outlined above.

3.1. Consultation on the draft SoCC

3.1.1. The Applicant identified Cumberland Council (the ‘Council’) as the relevant
host local authority under section 43(1) of the PA 2008. In compliance with
section 47(2) of the PA 2008, the Applicant reached out to the Council for

consultation on the draft SoCC.

3.1.2. The Applicant shared an initial draft SoCC with the Council on 26 October
2023, ahead of formal consultation on the SoCC. A copy of this draft SoCC

can be found in appendix 1.1.

3.1.3. The Council made the following comment, which the Applicant received on 10

November 2023 (full comments will be set out within the Consultation Report):

Table 3.1: Informal Council feedback on the draft SoCC

Comment from the Council Change made as a result of
feedback

a reference to ‘Cumbria Council’ which This reference was fixed by the

needed altering to say ‘Cumberland Council’ | Applicant in the published iteration of
the SoCC.

‘very comprehensive with nothing further to

add.’
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3.14.

3.1.5.

3.1.6.

or

Solar Farm

Following receipt of this feedback, the Applicant independently identified
additional areas for improvement as a result of engagement throughout the
non-statutory consultation, and through discussion with local councillors and
other stakeholders. Therefore the following additional changes were made to

the draft SoCC following receipt of feedback from the Council:

= Consultation Zone 1 was expanded to include more local households,
who might be proximate to the proposed construction route. Figure 2
on page 19 of the 2024 SoCC reflects the updated Zone.

= | ocations and dates of the statutory public consultation events were
added to the SoCC following the Council’s feedback, as these were
subsequently confirmed by the Applicant.

= Deposit locations for consultation materials were added.

The Applicant shared an updated draft of the SoCC, incorporating the
changes described above, with the Council on 20 November 2023 for formal
consultation. A copy of the updated draft SOCC can be found in appendix 3.1.
The Council were given 28 days to respond, and therefore the consultation

period ran up to 19 December 2023.

The Applicant received the following comments on 30 November 2023 and 5
December 2023:

Table 3.2: Formal Council feedback on the draft SoCC

Date received | Comment from the Council Change made as a result of
feedback

30/11/2023 Just one thing | did notice on page The Applicant updated the
23 right hand column bullet point 5. | typo as flagged. Individual
This describes the consultation appointments were not
process in zone 2 but bullet point offered to zone 2.

five mentions "inviting residents of
consultation zone 1 to book
individual appointments” Not sure
that is a typo. Do they intend to
offer individual appointments in

zone 2?7

05/11/2023 suggestion that the relevant Community Panels were
Community Panels form part of the | informally outreached by the
consultation group Applicant (further details will

be set out in the Consultation
Report), but no response was
received.
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3.1.7.

3.1.8.

3.1.9.

The Applicant published the final SOCC in March 2024. This final SoCC can
be found in appendix 3.2.

Following consultation with the Council in November-December 2023, the
Applicant updated the SOCC to reflect the agreed extension to Zone 1 but did
not update the SoCC in relation to Zone 2. The published SoCC

therefore included the Applicant’s initial (and superseded) commitment to
send consultation information to addresses in Zone 2. This had the result that
within the SoCC, Zone 2 was still noted as having the same arrangements as

Zone 1 despite the Applicant and Council having agreed otherwise.

The following actions were undertaken to inform the residents living in Zone 2,
based on the Applicant’s agreement with the Council (although not in

accordance with the unamended SoCC):

3.1.10. The following actions were undertaken to inform the residents living in

Zone 2:

= The entirety of Zone 2 was covered by online advertising via
Facebook/Instagram, to the effect that these adverts had an estimated
reach of 9,114 accounts across both Zone 1 and Zone 2;

®m  Zone 2 was also covered by newspapers which contained notices of
the proposed application; and

= Two of the consultation events, at Hunday Manor and Distington
Community Hall, were held within Zone 2 while the third event, at
Dean Kirkstile Hall, was held in Zone 1.

3.1.11. The Applicant considers that it did consult fully with the residents living

in Zone 2, although not fully in accordance with the published SoCC. All
residents had the opportunity to respond to the consultation. Residents of
Zone 2 were effectively consulted, as of the 15 responses to consultation
received, five responses were identified as being from residents in Zone 2.
The Council notified the Applicant that it found this Adequacy of Consultation
Milestone acceptable, and the Council’s response may be found at appendix
3.3.
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3.2.

3.2.1.

3.2.2.

3.2.3.

3.2.4.

3.2.5.

3.2.6.

3.2.7.

Section 47 Publication of the SoCC

The production and publication of an SoCC after consultation with the host
local authority is required under sections 47(1) and (2) of the PA 2008. The
applicant is required to have regard for any responses received at that

consultation before finalising the SoCC, under section 47(5).

An applicant must publish and make an SoCC available to the public in
accordance with section 47(6) of the PA 2008.

Section 47(7) of the PA 2008 requires that consultation is carried out in

accordance with the proposals contained in the SoCC.

The SoCC as published identified commitments made by the Applicant in
relation to carrying out the community consultation under section 47 of the PA
2008.

Consultation was carried out in accordance with the published SoCC. Table
3.3 below sets out a summary of the commitments made and how these were

adhered to.

As required by section 47(1) of the PA 2008, the Applicant consulted those
people who live within the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Local
individuals, communities, and various other groups and organisations were
invited to participate in the consultation (appendix 3.4). As per s47(1), “the
Applicant must prepare a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to
consult, about the proposed application, people living in the vicinity of the

land.”
The Applicant identified four distinct Consultation Zones, as set out in the
SoCC. These were identified as follows:

®m  Zone 1: Any person or group likely to be directly impacted by the
proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm by virtue of their living or working in
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proximity to the site. This was defined by a minimum 1km distance
from the proposed site boundary.
®  Zone 2: Any person or group living in proximity to the site, but outside
of Zone 1. This zone is defined by the boundaries of the parishes of
Dean, Arlecdon & Frizington, Distington, and Winscales.
= Zone 3: People living and working in the host local authority area of
the Council outside of consultation Zones 1 and 2.
®  Zone 4: Neighbouring district, county and unitary authorities within the
administrative areas of:
=  Westmorland and Furness Council
= Lancaster District Council
= North Yorkshire Council
» Northumberland Council

3.2.8. Invitations to project briefings were sent to all local political stakeholders,
including ward councillors, Council leadership, MPs, and parish councils on 8
March 2024. These were accompanied by copies of the consultation booklets
and questionnaires, and an invitation to attend the statutory consultation

events. Examples of these letters can be found in appendix 3.5.

3.2.9. On 23 August 2023 the Applicant met with the Council. The Applicant held a
follow-up briefing, which occurred on 15 May 2024. This meeting gave an
updated overview of the proposals, as well as feedback from the statutory
consultation. The presentation given during this briefing may be found at

appendix 3.6.

3.2.10. The Applicant fulfilled its s.47(6)(a) obligations by publishing notices in
the following local and national newspapers (appendix 3.7):
= The News & Star
® The Times and Star
= The Times

m  The Whitehaven News
m | ondon Gazette

3.2.11. The Applicant also circulated adverts via the Meta Business Suite
(Facebook, Instagram) for 45 days beginning on 11 March 2024, to fulfil its
s.47(6)(za) obligations. These adverts included the date, times, and locations

of all five consultation events. Further details may be found in Appendix 3.8.
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Engagement with seldom heard groups

3.2.12. The Applicant took steps to ensure various different groups could
engage with the consultation, and provide feedback in different ways,
demonstrating a commitment to inclusivity. Further details on this engagement

will be provided in the Consultation Report, but it included:

= Direct mailing of consultation leaflets to all addresses within Zone 1,
advertising the locations of paper copies of all documents and the
ability to provide feedback via post for older residents and
geographically isolated communities;

= Provision of conventional communications channels including a
freepost address, a freephone telephone number, and a project email
address;

®  Alternative copies of documents, including dementia-friendly, Braille,
and large print versions were available upon request;

= Consultation events were held at various locations in Zone 1 and Zone
2, to enable access;

= Online events were held to address the needs of people with limited
mobility, as well as those from further afield;

=  Online Facebook/Instagram adverts were implemented to encourage
attendance at consultation events and feedback form completion.
Further details will be found in the Consultation Report, adverts may
be found in Appendix 3.8.

3.2.13. As a result of this outreach, the Applicant engaged with the Cumbria
Deaf Association, and provided a one-hour private session before the start of
the consultation event at Hunday Manor, on Thursday 21 March 2024.
Members of the project team were available to provide additional information
and answer any questions, via a British Sign Language interpreter provided

by the Cumbria Deaf Association.

3.3. Adherence to the SoCC

3.3.1. To adhere to Section 47(7) of the PA 2008,
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“(7) The applicant must carry out consultation in accordance with the
proposals set out in the statement.”

3.3.2. The below table outlines the commitments made in the SoCC and evidence of

the Applicant’s compliance:
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Table 3.3: Adequacy of consultation compliance

Dean
or

Solar Farm

paragraph 1

local community under section 47 of the PA 2008.

SoCC Commitment made in the SoCC Evidence of compliance
reference
(Chapter)
12. Who will we We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC and encourage Outreach was made to all parties as listed in the SoCC
consult? participation in the consultation from any person or group who may be on 11 March 2024. Outreach directed viewers to the
directly impacted by the proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm. We have defined | consultation materials placed on the website, at local
Page 18, a series of ‘zones of consultation’ for the purpose of consulting with the deposit locations, and via the email, freephone and

freepost address.

The consultation zones were developed with
Cumberland Council. Zone 1 extended to a minimum of
1km from the site, Zone 2 incorporated all site and
neighbouring Parish Council boundaries, and Zone 3
constituted Cumberland Council area.

paragraph 1

Farm. These groups include, but are not limited to:

»  Economic interest groups and organisations such as local enterprise
partnerships (LEPs) and chambers of commerce
*  Heritage consultees including Historic England and the National Trust

12. Who will we The launch dates for each stage of consultation will be announced and The statutory consultation was announced on the
consult? published at least 10 days before the start of that consultation stage. website on 26 February 2024 and advertised in local
newspapers from 28 February 2024. The consultation
Page 18, then began at least 10 days afterward, on 11 March
paragraph 4 2024.
To comply with the obligation to consult as stipulated in
12. Who will we We will also consult and continue our engagement with a range of other section 42(1)(a) of the PA 2008, the Applicant
consult? statutory consultees as required by section 42 and section 48 of the PA assembled a list of relevant statutory consultees. The
2008 and regulgtlon 13 of the _EIA Regulat/ons, and additional organisations prescribed consultees are outlined in column 1 of
Page 21, that we recognise to have an interest in the proposed Dean Moor Solar

Schedule 1 to the APFP Regulations. The Applicant
assessed the relevance of each consultee to the
Proposed Development based on columns 2 and 3 of
Schedule 1. A cautious approach was adopted, ensuring
that a consultee was not excluded unless there was a
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* Environmental consultees including Natural England and the
Environment Agency

* Infrastructure providers such as National Highways and National Grid

« e« Conservation groups such as the RSPB, CPRE Cumbria, and the
Cumbria Wildlife Trust

substantiated reason for doing so. The definitive list of
consultees who were actively consulted can be located
in appendix 3.9.

Emails were sent to identified potential interest groups in
advance of the statutory consultation period on 9 March
2024.

Letters were also sent to statutory consultees in
advance of the statutory consultation period on 9 March.

These emails and letters included details of the
consultation period, the consultation website and
documents therein (including the PEIR), and the contact
details for providing feedback to the project team.

Owing to an issue with the addressing of the letters,
which removed a portion of the address, letters were
sent out again to addressees where the problem was
identified on 18 March. These letters were sent out by
Royal Mail, 1%t Class Tracked post and were issued with
a cover letter which explained the reason the letters
were being re-issued.

Further letters were issued on 3 April where confirmation
was not provided of receipt of the letters sent on the 12t
March, or the 18" March. These letters were sent by
Royal Mail, 1%t Class Tracked post, and were issued with
a cover letter which confirmed an extension to the
statutory consultation period to 3 May 2024 to ensure
sufficient time to consider the proposals. For select
consultees, letters were issued to a different address to
the previous letters, either an address available online

Adequacy of Consultation 20 March 2025




Solar Farm

for the consultee, or the registered Companies House
address, where an alternative address was used
previously. Cover letters were enclosed to explain why
an additional letter has been issued, and why a different
address was used, where necessary.

Additional letters were further issued by Royal Mail, 1%
Class on 15 April to select consultees where proof of
delivery could not be confirmed. These letters did not
need to be signed for to ensure that someone did not
need to be present to receive the letters. These letters
were issued with a cover letter which granted an
extension to 16 May.

12. Who will we
consult?

Page 21,
Paragraph 1

We are hosting different formats of free-to-use communications channels to
ensure our consultation is as accessible as possible. These formats include
email, phone and post.

Interested parties were able to contact the project team
via a dedicated email address at
info@deanmoorsolarfarm.com, by phone at 0800 041
8643, and by post at FREEPOST: DEAN MOOR SOLAR
FARM with a target and typical response time of less
than 5 working days. These inboxes were all monitored
9am-5pm Mon-Fri. Responses received outside of this
period were incorporated into the feedback database at
the earliest available opportunity.

12. Who will we
consult?

Identified seldom heard groups include:

» Age UK West Cumbria

» Cumbria Deaf Association

* Triple A (All About Autism)

 Autism Support Allerdale and Copeland

» The WI Cumbria-Westmorland Federation

The listed groups were all contacted on 11 March 2024,
with a copy of the brochure and feedback form. Further
details will be available in the Consultation Report.
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Page 21,
Paragraph 2

* Allerdale Disability Association

» Owl Blue Cumbria

» Cumbria Young Farmers Clubs

» West Cumbria Society for the Blind England
» Anti Racist Cumbria

13. How will we
be consulting?

Zone 1: How we
will publicise
consultation
within this zone

Writing to all addresses within consultation zone 1

Consultation brochures were sent to all addresses within
Zone 1 on 11 March 2024, along with a copy of the
feedback form. Further details will be available in the
Consultation Report.

13. How will we
be consulting?

(Zone 1, Zone 2,
Zone 3)

Writing to elected representatives at a parish, Cumbria Council electoral
division, and Parliamentary level, as well as community groups, within the
zone with details of the consultation

Elected representatives were contacted with a copy of
the brochure and feedback form on 11 March 2024,
inviting them to the statutory consultation events and
offering them a one-to-one briefing. Further details will
be available in the Consultation Report.

13. How will we
be consulting?

(Zone 1, Zone 2)

Sharing a consultation information pack including Q&As and a poster with
local authorities, parish councils and community groups within the zone to
allow them to promote the consultation through existing communications
channels

An information pack including the PEIR, Non-Technical
Summary, Guide to the Statutory Consultation,
Consultation Brochures (Including Q&As), Consultation
Feedback Forms, and posters was provided at the start
of the consultation and made available upon request.
Further details will be available in the Consultation
Report.

13. How will we
be consulting?

Publicising the consultation in the following newspapers circulating in the
consultation zone: the News and Star, the Whitehaven News, and the
Times and Star

Statutory notices advertising the statutory consultation
were placed in the listed newspapers on 11 March 2024.
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(Zone 1, Zone 2,
Zone 3)

Further details will be provided in the Consultation
Report.

13. How will we
be consulting?

(Zone 1, Zone 2,
Zone 3)

Publicising the consultation to regional and local broadcasters including
BBC Radio Cumbria, BBC Look North (North East and Cumbria), BBC
North West

This was undertaken in advance of the start of the
consultation period (11 March). Further details will be
available in the Consultation Report.

13. How will we
be consulting?

(Zone 1, Zone 2,
Zone 3, Zone 4)

Advertising the consultation via Facebook advertisements

Facebook adverts were placed from 11 March 2024 — 26
April 2024, for the duration of the statutory consultation
period. Further details will be available in the
Consultation Report.

13. How will we
be consulting?

(Zone 1, Zone 2,
Zone 3, Zone 4)

Publishing details of the consultation online at
www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com/

Details of the statutory consultation were published on
the project website. Documents published to the website
will be listed in the Consultation Report.

13. How will we
be consulting?

(Zone 1)

Sending a letter providing at an early stage introduction to the proposals
and the contact details of the project team.

This was undertaken on 4 August 2023, in advance of
the start of the consultation period. Further details will be
available in the Consultation Report.

13. How will we
be consulting?

(Zone 1)

Sending a copy of a consultation booklet providing a non-technical overview
of the proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm, the EIA process, the consultation
and planning process, how to take part in the consultation, and proposed
next steps to all addresses in consultation zone 1

Copies of the consultation booklet were sent by Royal
Mail to all households in Zone 1 on 11 March 2024,
advertising the statutory consultation and with details of
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the proposals. Further details will be available in the
Consultation Report.

13. How will we
be consulting?

(Zone 1, Zone 2,
Zone 3, Zone 4)

Hosting webinars which will include a presentation regarding the proposals
and an opportunity to ask questions.

Two webinars occurred during the statutory consultation
period, on Tuesday 16 April 6pm-7pm, and Thursday
18" April 6pm-7pm.

13. How will we
be consulting?

(Zone 1, Zone 2,
Zone 3)

Inviting elected representatives to take part in briefings through a digital
meeting

Local representatives were offered one-to-one briefings
accompanying their invitation to the consultation. The
Applicant received several responses, details of which
will be included in the Consultation Report.

13. How will we
be consulting?

(Zone 1)

Inviting residents of consultation zone 1 to book an individual appointment
to discuss the proposals by telephone or in person at an appropriate venue

This was undertaken in advance of the start of the
consultation period and during the consultation. Further
details will be available in the Consultation Report.

13. How will we
be consulting?

(Zone 1)

Contacting community and voluntary organisations within consultation zone
1 to offer direct engagement

Local organisations within Zone 1 were invited to have
direct meetings with the project team in advance of the
consultation period. Further details will be available in
the Consultation Report.

13. How will we
be consulting?

Publication of consultation information online at the consultation website

This was undertaken on 10 March 2024, in advance of
the start of the consultation period.
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(Zone 1, Zone 2,
Zone 3, Zone 4)

13. How will we
be consulting?

(Zone 1)

Provision of copies of the Preliminary Environmental Information Report for
review, as well as copies of the consultation booklet and questionnaire, at
deposit points in the local area. The PEIR will also be available on the
project website.

Materials were deposited at the locations identified in the
SoCC on the first day of the consultation: Distington
Library, Frizington Library, Workington Library, and St
Oswalds Church at Dean. Materials were deposited
where possible in advance of 9.00 am. Where this was
not possible (Distington Library, Frizington Library)
materials were delivered at those locations opening
times in the first day of consultation.

13. How will we
be consulting?

(Zone 2)

Writing to all addresses within consultation zone 2

This was identified as a error within the published SoCC
by the Applicant. The Applicant notified Cumberland
Council of this error on 61" August 2024.

Changes were agreed with the Council to make clear
that the Applicant would not be writing to residents in
Zone 2. The SoCC, as published, was not changed, so it
contained the commitment to write to parties in Zone 2.
However the Applicant consulted as agreed with the
Council, and therefore did not write to addresses in Zone
2.

The following actions were undertaken to inform the
residents living in Zone 2:

e The entirety of Zone 2 was covered by
online advertising via Facebook/Instagram,
to the effect that these adverts had an
estimated reach of 9,114 accounts across
both Zone 1 and Zone 2;.
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e Zone 2 was also covered by newspapers
which contained notices of the proposed
application; and

e Two of the consultation events, at
Hunday Manor and Distington Community
Hall, were held within Zone 2 while the third
event, at Dean Kirkstile Hall, was held in
Zone 1.

The Applicant did, therefore, consult fully with the
residents living in Zone 2, the issue being that this was
not fully in accordance with the published SoCC. All
residents had the opportunity to respond to the
consultation. Of the 15 responses to consultation
received, five responses were from residents in Zone 2.

13. How will we
be consulting?

(Zone 3)

Writing to all division councillors at Cumberland Council and Westmorland
and Furness Council.

This was undertaken on 11 March 2024, at the start of
the consultation period.

13. How will we
be consulting?

Writing to the Leader and Chief Executive of local authorities within the
zone

This was undertaken on 11 March 2024, at the start of
the consultation period.

(Zone 4)

Statutory events (11th March 2024 - 26th April 2024)
15. Public Consultation events were held at the times and locations
information We will be conducting statutory consultation events in Spring 2024. Dates as listed. Details on how the events were advertised will
events and locations of events may be found below. be found in the Consultation Report.
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IN-PERSON: A recording of the Tuesday 16 April webinar may be
found on the project website at

» Tuesday 19th March 2pm-6pm, Distington Community Centre, Church Rd, | https://www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com/public-consultation.
Distington, Workington CA14 5TE

» Wednesday 20th March 2pm-7pm, Dean Kirkstile Hall, Dean, Workington
CA14 4TH

* Thursday 21st March 2pm-7pm, Hunday Manor, Workington CA14 4JF

WEBINAR:
» Tuesday 16th April, 6pm - 7pm
» Thursday 18th April, 6pm - 7pm
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4. Summary of changes to the scheme as a result
of statutory consultation responses

4.1.1. The below section outlines the summary of key matters raised by stakeholders

to the statutory consultation, and the design response made by the Applicant.

4.1.2. The principal changes to the design which were made in response to the
consultation, in order of key themes raised during the consultation, are

summarised below.
Landscape and Visual

4.1.3. The closest neighbouring residents, parish councils, and the Council raised
the impacts on views from nearby dwellings during the non-statutory and
statutory consultation. Additional landscape buffers and screening to reduce

these impacts has been incorporated within the Proposed Development.

4.1.4. The Lake District National Park Authority (LDNPA) and Dean and Distington
Parish Council raised the impact on long distance views from the nearest fells
within the Lake District National Park. LDNPA welcomed that the Proposed
Development avoided solar arrays within higher ground within the Site. This
higher ground continues to be set aside for green infrastructure enhancements
within the Proposed Development (that has not changed after the Statutory

Consultation).

4.1.5. In addition, LDNPA suggested additional planting within the Site to address
the impact on long distance views. The Proposed Development now features
blocks and corridors of screening which will break up the impacts on long

distance views, particularly to those viewpoints at the closest fells.
Biodiversity

4.1.6. The Council has indicated that improving water quality in the Marron and
Derwent Rivers is an area which the Council is developing its strategy and
policies to address. The Proposed Development will generally contribute to

improved water quality through the reduction in intensity of grazing, which will
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reduce nutrients from sheep manure entering the watercourse (the principal

current use of the Site is sheep farming).

4.1.7. The Proposed Development will also be introducing planting and green
corridors along the existing watercourses on the Site. This will also intercept
nutrients before they enter the watercourse, benefitting water quality.
However, given the scale of the Proposed Development, and the scale of the
issue with water quality associated with farming in Cumbria as a whole, the
Proposed Development would not deliver an improvement which is significant

at the county level.

4.1.8. The Proposed Development is located partly within a County Wildlife Site
(‘CWS’), which Cumbria Wildlife Trust (‘\CWT’) is responsible for managing.
CWT responded to the statutory consultation, and the Applicant met with CWT
during the consultation to discuss the Applicant’s approach to biodiversity net
gain and plans for the CWS. CWT welcomed the proposed improvements to
biodiversity within the CWS. However, it expressed concerns about the impact
of solar development within the CWS. The presence of solar arrays or other
development within the CWS has been minimised within the proposed Works

Areas.

4.1.9. In addition, a large area of the Site which overlaps with the CWS will be set
aside for green infrastructure and biodiversity enhancement purposes. In the
limited areas where solar arrays may be located within the CWS, the
Proposed Development is proposing to enhance the existing grassland,
delivering a general improvement in biodiversity in these areas. The Applicant
has agreed to work closely with CWT to agree the appropriate grazing
management and BNG arrangements for those parts of the Site within the
CWS, post-consent.

4.1.10. The Environment Agency responded to the consultation to request
more clarity on the outline biodiversity enhancements which were described
during the statutory consultation. In particular, it requested more detail on the
enhancements for watercourses and wetlands on Site, and in terms of the

improvements to the CWS. The details of the biodiversity enhancements,
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including how the Proposed Development will deliver biodiversity net gain, will
be described in _Chapter 8— Biodiversity and Appendix 8.7 - Biodiversity Net
Gain of the ES the final DCO submission.

4.1.11. Neighbouring residents raised the presence and potential ecological
value of a pond within the Site, located south of the Potato Pot Wind Farm, .
This anecdotally included the regular presence of native species of bird,
including swans. The Proposed Development will deliver improvements to this
existing pond and to watercourses on Site as part of the proposed biodiversity
enhancements.

Highways and Access

4.1.12. Nearby residents raised the matter of safety for vehicles turning at the
junction between Gilgarran Road and Branthwaite Edge Road. The public and
Local Highways Authority accident data indicated that there are historic issues
with safety on the Branthwaite Edge Road. The Applicant has allowed for
vegetation clearance to ensure appropriate visibility for construction traffic
using this junction within the Order Limits which are proposed. Although this is
not envisaged, if the existing junction needed to be improved, this could be

achieved through agreement with the Local Highways Authority post consent.

4.1.13. The Local Highway Authority indicated a preference to avoid or
minimise construction traffic using the Gilgarran Road (also known as
Collingate Road), which is a narrow lane between the two areas of the Site.
The Applicant will need secondary compounds and accesses north and south
off the Collingate Road to deliver equipment to areas closer to construction,
and to avoid tracking heavy vehicles across the Site. However, as a general
principle most construction traffic would access the primary compounds from
existing accesses on the Branthwaite Road or Branthwaite Edge Road. The

use of the Gilgarran Road would be minimised where possible.

4.1.14. Members of the public raised concerns about the potential impact from
construction traffic during peak periods (such as the school run). The
Applicant is committed to scheduling deliveries to Site to avoid these times

where possible.
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Footpaths

4.1.15. Nearby residents indicated that some informal paths are situated within
the Site. The Applicant is proposing two permissive paths to improve public
accessibility within the Site. This would include improving access and
providing signage to better reveal the significance of an existing Stone Circle
which is located in the southern area of the Site (Area C), and provide access
to the proposed biodiversity enhancement areas, particularly around a pond in
the centre of the Site (between Area A and B).

Soils and Drainage

4.1.16. The Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) raised concerns about the
impacts on soils during construction. The Applicant has met with the LLFA and
agreed a strategy to minimise the impact on the Site during construction. The
Applicant will also agree mitigation with the LLFA, which will be secured
through the Construction Environmental Management Plan prior to

construction.
Ground Conditions

4.1.17. The northern part of the Site (Areas A and B) is within an area which
has been subject to historic mining activities, where there may be risks
associated with historic contamination. The Applicant has discussed with the
Council’s Environmental Health Officer how the risks associated with
contaminated land would be managed. They have confirmed that the
Proposed Development’s use of Area A and B is appropriate in general,
subject to the appropriate arrangements being established to avoid risks to
human health during construction. The arrangements will be specified and

secured in the Construction Environmental Management Plan.
Benefits

4.1.18. When engaging with local community organisations, including parish
councils, the Applicant identified various potential recipients and projects

which could receive funding through the Community Benefit Package. The
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Applicant has changed how to structure the Proposed Development’s benefits

package to respond better to these organisations’ needs.
Battery Energy Storage System Safety

4.1.19. The BESS has been removed from the Proposed Development
following the statutory consultation. This has been removed for various
reasons, principally the need to avoiding ground disturbance, and the
construction issues associated with the soft ground conditions with the Site. In
addition, the removal of the BESS avoids long-term impacts from sterilisation

of agricultural land due to loss of soil through construction of the BESS.

4.1.20. Members of the public raised concerns regarding the safety of the
BESS during the statutory consultation. In addition, the Applicant met with
Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service (CFRS) to discuss developing a Battery
Safety Management Plan during the consultation. The Applicant is confident
that the issue of safety could have been addressed through agreement with
CFRS. However, the removal of the BESS has the benefit of avoiding the
need to agree appropriate battery safety management arrangements with
CFRS, while also removing a cause of concern for neighbouring residents and

the wider public’'s concerns about such matters.

4.1.21. The Applicant would note that work is currently ongoing with regard to
the design of the Proposed Development, and that the details of the above

changes will be set out more fully within the Consultation Report.
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5. Next Steps

5.1. Updates and reflection of feedback to communities

5.1.1. The Applicant intends to inform local stakeholders of the updates to the
proposals ahead of the submission of the Application. Further details of this

engagement will be provided in the Consultation Report.

5.2. Emerging land concerns

5.2.1. Title refreshes of HMLR data will continue to be made in order to identify
changes in interests to the land. Any changes will be updated on the land

referencing database to ensure any new parties are captured.
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Appendix 1.1 Early draft of SoCC informally shared
with LPA
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1. Introduction

FVS Dean Moor Ltd is inviting feedback from the local community on its proposals for
Dean Moor Solar Farm as part of a public consultation in fine with the requirements

of the Planning Act 2008 (2008 Act'). Dean Moor Solar Farm would generate enough
clean electricity to power approximately 50,000 typical family homes every year it s in
operation. The solar farm will assist in tackling the climate emergency and to help the
UK Government in meeting its target for net zero emissions by 2050.

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community Consultation

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community Consultation

2. Project description

The development of Dean Moor Solar Farm
('the Proposed Development’) would involve
the construction, operation, maintenance
and decommissioning of a grid connected
solar farm and Battery Energy Storage
System ('BESS') ('the Project’) on
approximate 270 hectares (‘ha’) (420 acres)
of land located between Gilgarran and
Branthwaite in West Cumbria (‘the Site’).
The Proposed Development would include
arrays of solar photovoltaic (PV) modules,
battery energy storage and associated
infrastructure that will connect to the
existing Distribution Network Operator
(DNO) electricity network on the Site.

Dean Moor Solar Farm would contribute to
local and national ‘Net Zero' targets with
an export capacity of up to 150 Megawatts
(MW) of renewable energy. The annual
output of the solar farm will provide
enough clean electricity to meet the annual
electricity demand of approximately 50,000
average family homes. This will have an
annual displacement of approximately
137,350 tonnes (t) of Carbon Dioxide
(CO2) compared with the same electricity
generated by fossil fuel sources.

The Battery Energy Storage Systems
(BESS) facility would be utilised to reinforce
the power generated by the solar farm,
storing energy at times of low demand

and releasing to the grid in periods of
higher demand or when solar iradiance is
lower. The energy stored will also provide
balancing services to maintain grid stability.

A full description of the physical
characteristics of the whole Proposed
Development and the land-use
requirements during the construction

and operational phases will be set outin
the Environmental Statement, Chapter

§: Development Description, which

will accompany the application for a
Development Consent Order (‘DCO’). For
the purposes of the statutory consultation
this will be set out in the “Prelimin:
Environmental Information Report” (PEIR)

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of

3. About us

\

Firma Energy

Founded in 2021 by Rufus Salter and
Andrew Jones, Firma Energy is an
independent management owned business,
based in Leeds. The business has a focus
on creating and delivering value from
renewable energy developments with
environmental and social benefits.

Across the UK Firma Energy currently has
over 260 megawatts (MW) of Solar Farm
and 347MW of Battery Energy Storage
Systems (BESS) in development.

ibvogt

for

ib vogt (IBV) is a leading developer
in utiity-scal

solar photovoltaic (PV) farms and BESS.
With a 20-year history of global expertise,
IBV has been a significant player in the
UK solar industry, holding the position of
the second-largest solar developer in the
country from 2012 to 2017 and with over
40GW of development projects in the
pipeline globally.

1BV are committed to sustainable energy
and high-quality local development, a
commitment solidified by their participation
in the UN Global Compact, With over
490MWp of solar operations in the UK
their projects are designed and delivered
with consideration for communities at their
core. Through transparent communication
and investment in local employment, IBV
strive to empower local resiience while
addressing the global challenges of climate
change. The focus on development and
engineering excellence supports IBV's
mission to create a greener future through
renewable energy solutions.

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of
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4. Project overview

What is this document?

This document, known as a Statement of
Community Consultation ("SoCC), sets out
how FVS Dean Moor Ltd will consult with
the local community on its proposals for

a utility scale solar farm at Dean Moor in
Cumbria.

This version of the SoCC has been
prepared in advance of the first round of
consultation, which is non-statutory. The
SoCC will be revised and published again
prior to the statutory consultation stage.

Feedback from this round of consultation
and the statutory consuitation will inform the
final planning submission. It includes:

+ Adescription of the planning process
we must follow

How we have developed our approach
to consultation

+  How we will be consulting the local
community

+  How we will publicise the consultation
Next steps and further information

Why are we publishing this
document?

The proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm
is classified as a Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project (‘"NSIP") under
the 2008 Act. This means that, uniike
conventional planning applications,
which are determined by local planning
authorities, we must apply to the
Department for Energy Security and
Climate Change (‘DESNZ') for our
proposalis.

Part of this process requires us to publish
a statement of how we will consult with the
local community — known as an SoCC. The
consultation process is an opportunity to
influence our proposals before we submit
our ‘'DCO’ application. We very much want
feedback from the local community on our
proposals during our consultation.

5. The planning process

We are developing the proposed Dean
Moor Solar Farm under the 2008 Act. This
is because s proposed generating capacity
exceeds 50 megawatts ("MW"), which
means that, under the 2008 Act, Dean Moor
Solar Farm constitutes an NSIP requiring a
DCO

Uniike planning applications, which are
considered by local authorities, 'DCO
appiications are submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate (“PINS”). This independent
body administers the application process
on behalf of the relevant Secretary of State.
In this case, the appropriate government
department is the Department for Energy
Security and Net Zero.

Further information on the 'DCO’
application process can be obtained

from PINS Advice Note 8: Overview of
the nationally significant infrastructure
planning process for members of the
public and others. This is available on the
PINS website at the following link: https://
infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.
uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/
advice-note-eight-overview-of-the-
nationally-significant-infrastructure
planning-process-for-members-of-the-
public-and-others/

Figure 1 on page 16 of this document
shows each stage of the planning process
for NSIPs. We anticipate submitting our
application in the third quarter of 2024

-
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6. The Planning Act 2008
and consultation

DCO's are governed by a fixed, statutory
process which requires us to consult with
persons with an interest in the proposed
land and certain bodies as prescribed
under section 42 of the 2008 Act. the

local community under section 47 of the
2008 Act: and to publicise the proposals
locally and nationally under section 48

of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental
Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017
(‘EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed
role as consultees for those local authorities
which host the development and means
we will be following a well-established and
clear process to engage on our proposals.

We are at the stage in 2023 developing

our proposals where we will informally
consult - this is known as a non-statutory
consultation. We will use the feedback

that we receive during the non-statutory
consuitation to help us develop our
proposals for Dean Moor Solar Farm before
commencing the statutory consultation
period.

We anticipate reaching the formal statutory
consultation stage during the first quarter
of 2024. (see Figure 1). This stage is
known as statutory consultation. We will
use the feedback that we receive during
the statutory consultation to help us further
develop our final proposals for Dean Moor
Solar Farm before submitting our ‘'DCO"
application.

As part of our 'DCO’ application, we will
submit a Consultation Report detailing our
approach to consultation, the feedback
that we received during the non-statutory
and statutory consultations, and how we
have had regard to it. When considering
our ‘DCO’ appiication, The Planning
Inspectorate must consider whether the
consultation that we have undertaken has
been adequate.

Proposed ste
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Indicative image of an energy starage container
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7. Environmental Impact

Assessment

For the proposed Dean Moor Solar
Farm, we are required to cary out an
Environmental Impact Assessment
("EIA”) of our proposals as part of the
planning process. This is by virtue of the
proposed scheme being considered ‘EIA
development’ for the purpose of the EIA
Regulations.

This means we must assess the likely
significant environmental effects of our
proposals and, where , describe

significant adverse effects,

We will report on this process in a
document called an Environmental
Statement ("ES”) when we submit our
‘DCO’ application

During the statutory consultation process,
we will be sharing, and seeking feedback
on, the preliminary results of our ongoing
environmental assessments. We do

this via a document called a Preliminary

mitigation that is proposed to avoid,
prevent, reduce or, if possible, offset any

Report (PEIR).

8. More information

S and its role and how 1o participate
ebsite - hitps://

infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk, or by calling PINS on 0303 444 5000

Dean Moor Solar Farm
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9. Our public consultation process

We are currently in the process of
conducting consultations for Dean Moor
Solar Farm. The feedback and comments
we receive from stakeholders are of great
importance as they will help shape the final
design of the project, which will later be
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for
evaluation.

Our goal is to ensure that communities
interested in this project can engage
effectively without the need for duplicate
feedback submissions. We strongly believe
that this coordinated approach brings
numerous benefits, such as:

Efficiency for respondents.

Clarity for communities: clearly aligning
programmes and providing information
on the project in consultation literature

allows us to clearly explain our project

in single documents

Dean Moor Solar Farm |

Our consultation will consist of two phases
of consultation for both projects, including

+ Anon-statutory phase one consultation,
lasting 30 days will be held from 3rd
October 2023 - 3rd November 2023

A statutory phase two consultation
lasting for 6 weeks from [DATES TO
BE ADDED - Early 2024]. This SoCC
relates to the carrying out of the phase
two statutory consultation

Phase one consultation
(3rd October 2023 -
3rd November 2023)

This non-statutory consultation
introduced our early-stage proposals
for the Dean Moor Solar Farm to

the local communities. We received
feedback on our initial proposals and
suggestions from the communities,
based on local knowledge of the area.
All of this feedback has been useful for
us to understand and consider as we
develop and refine our proposals.

Phase two consultation (Early 2024)

The statutory consultation, in accordance
with Section 47 of the Planning Act, will
allow us to update interested parties on
our proposals for the Dean Moor Solar
Farm. We will consuit on more detailed
proposals alongside presenting the
findings of the environmental studies
that have been carried out to date, which
will be published in our Preliminary
Environmental Information Report
(PEIR). The phase two consultation is
the consultation that we must carry out
by law. More details of what we will be
consulting on are listed in Section 11

of this SoCC and the methods for how
we will consult are fisted in Section 13.
As well as the community consultation

in accordance with Section 47, this
consultation also includes:

+ Consultation with prescribed bodies
such as Natural England, the
Environment Agency and National
Highways (under Section 42 of the
2008 Act),

Consultation with host and
neighbouring Local Planning
Authorities (under Section 43 of the
2008 Act);

Consultation with any persons with
an interest in the land affected by the
Project (under Section 44 of the 2008
Act); and general public consultation
on the Project (under Section 48 of
the 2008 Act)

During our phase two consultation,
we will actively seek feedback on the
findings of the PEIR. The full PEIR,
along with a non-technical summary,
will be accessible for review as part of
the consultation process. To ensure
convenient access, the PEIR will be
made available electronically on our
project website. Additionally, as part of
our statutory notices, we will provide
a service for requesting copies of the
complete PEIR.

For the convenience of interested
stakeholders, hard copies of our
community consultation documents will
be sent via post upon request. Please
refer to Section 13 for more detailed
information on this process.

Once we submit the ‘DCO’ application
to the Planning Inspectorate, interested
parties will have the opportunity to
formally comment on our proposals

for the Dean Moor Solar Farm. The
Planning Inspectorate will facilitate public
engagement by inviting views on the
proposals. Interested parties will have
the ability to register and submit their
representations for consideration during
the examination process.

For guidance and further information on
this process, please visit the Planning
Inspectorate’s website at:https:/
infrastructure. planninginspectorate.
gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of
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Consultation reporting

As part of the ‘DCO’ application to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate, planned
for Winter 2024, we will publish a consultation report that:

+ Describes our consultation process + Details the feedback and consultation

+  Explains how we have satisfied and responses we have received
adhered to legal requirements + Responds to the feedback we have

+  Detaiis how we have worked with received, including explaining how we

have listened 1o feedback and how it

local authorities to ensul ir
oc S R o has influenced our proposais

consultation is suitable for the area
through the proposals set out in this
SoCC

10. Timing

3rd October 2023 -

Summer 2023  3rd November 2023  Early 2024 Winter 2024 Spring 2025

Application
Submission

Figure 1: Proposed Timeline for Engagement and Submission

Dean Moor Solar Farm | ment of Community Consultation

12. Who will we consult?

These zones are set out in Table 1 and
visible in Figures 2 & 3

We will consult widely in accordance with
this SoCC and encourage participation

in the consultation from any person or
group who may be directly impacted by the
proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm. We have
defined & series of ‘zones of consultation'

The launch dates for each stage of
consultation will be announced and
published at least 10 days before the start
for the purpose of consulting with the local of that consultation stage. This will be don
community under section 47 of the 2008 in a number of ways, which are outiined in
Act Section 13

These recognise the fact that levels of
potential impact and interest are likely
to vary with geography and inform the
techniques we will use to consult

Zone  Parameters.

Zone1  Any person of group likely to be directly impacted by the proposed Dean Moor

Solar Farm by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.

Any person or group living In proximity o the site, but outside of Zone 1
This zone is defined by the boundaries of the parishes of Dean, Arlecdon &
Frizington, Distington, and Winscales

People living and working in the host local authority area of Cumberland
Council outside of consuitation Zone 1

Neighbouring district, county and unitary authorities within the administrative

areas of.

Westmorland and Furness Council
Lancaster District Council

North Yorkshire Councl
Northumberland Council

Table 1: Zones of consultation

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community Consultation
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11. What will be consulted on?

During the consultation periods we will be asking for views on:

+ The proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm

« The short term and long-term impacts of the proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm including
«  Construction impacts

Environmental impacts

+ Operational impacts

Impacts from decommissioning

Other impacts during the and periods,
such as socioeconomic and cumulative impacts

+ Proposed mitigation of these impacts
+ The contribution that Dean Moor Solar Farm could make to the local community
« The PEIR (at statutory consultation only)

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of
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ure 2: Map of the Site and Zone 1 boundaries ol
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Figure 3: Map of the Site and Zone 1, Zone 2. and Zone 3
D

Dean Moor Solar Farm ity Consultation

Lamplugh

13. How will we be consulting?

We will
people
set out as follov

How we will publicise consultation
within this zone

Zone

a parish, Cumbria Cou
and Parliame
well as community

ps within o
allow them to pr the consultation

through existing

Dean Moor Solar Farm |

How we will consult within this zone

of a consultation booklet
w-technical overview of

posed Dean Moor Solar Farm
the EIA process, the consultation and

planning
of

for the

ment and will also be made available in

process, how o take part in the
tion, and proposed next steps to all

on regarding the pi
ask questions, €

ebinars a ater |

jons within
engagement

0
al area. The PEIR will also be
on the proj bsite

We will also consult and continue our
engagement with a range of other statutory
consultees as required by section 42 and
section 48 of the 2008 Act and regulation
13 of the EIA Regulations, and additional
organisations that we recognise to have an
interest in the proposed Dean Moor Solar
Farm. These groups include, but are not
limited to:

+  Economic interest groups and
organisations such as local enterprise
partnerships (LEPs) and chambers of
commerce

Heritage consultees inciuding Historic
England and the National Trust
Environmental consultees including
Natural England and the Environment
Agency

Infrastructure providers such as
National Highways and National Grid
Conservation groups such as the
RSPB, CPRE Cumbria, and the
Cumbria Wildiife Trust

Ongoing engagement

Anybody is weicome to get in touch with
us at any point before, during or between
stages of consultation. Our contact details
are listed in Section 18 of this SoCC.
Feedback will be considered as part of the
detailed design process and incorporated
where possible. Where this is not possible
for technical reasons, we will explain this in
our Consultation Report. You will also have
the opportunity to formally comment on our
proposals for the Dean Moor Solar Farm
when the ‘DCO’ application is submitted to,
and accepted by, the Planning Inspectorate.

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community

Zone  How we will publicise consultation

within this zone

consultation zone 2

+ Writing to elected representatives at
a parish, Cumbria Council electoral
division, and Pariiamentary level, as
well as community groups, within the
zone with details of the consultation

* Sharing a consultation information
pack including Q&As and a poster with
local authorites, parish councis and
community groups within the zone to
allow them to promote the consultation
through existing communications
channels

« Publicising the consultation in the
following newspapers circulating in the
consultation zone: the News and Star,
the Whitehaven News, and the Times.
and Star

+ Publicising the consultation to regional
and local broadcasters including BBC
Radio Cumbria, BBC Look North (North
East and Cumbria), BBC North West

+ Advertising the consuitation via
Facebook adverisements

2 * Writing to all addresses within

21

Seldom heard groups

We have developed our consultation to be
accessible to all groups in the community.
We recognise that some individuals or
groups may have difficulties taking part

in the consultation process for a range of
reasons. We have identified a number of
organisations representing seldom heard
groups in the consultation area. These
organisations will be contacted ahead of
phase two consultation to ensure that our
approach best meets the needs of their
members, We are hosting different formats
of free-to-use communications channels

to ensure our consultation is as accessible
as possible. These formats include email,
phone and post. We will aiso be using a
combination of in person and digital formats
such as in person events and webinars.
We will also continue to notify them of
consultation opportunities. Identified seldom
heard groups include:

+ Age UK West Cumbna

+ Cumbria Deaf Association

« Triple A (All About Autism)

+  Autism Support Allerdale and Copeland

+ The WI Cumbria-Westmoriand
Federation

+  Allerdale Disability Association

+  Owl Blue Cumbria
Cumbria Young Farmers Clubs
West Cumbria Society for the Blind
England

+ Anti Racist Cumbria

23

How we will consult within this zone

+ Sending a copy of a consuitation booklet
providing a non-technical overview of
the proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm,
the EIA process, the consultation and
planning process, how to take part in the
consultation, and proposed next steps 1o all
addresses in consultation zone 2

+ Inviting enquiries and responses online
through the consultation website, by
freephone, freepost or email. This will
provide a variety of means for consultees o
respond in a way convenient to them

* Hosting webinars which will include a
presentation regarding the proposals and
an opportunity to ask questions. Dates
for the webinars are included later in this
document and will also be made available in
consultation publicity

+ Inviting elected representatives to take part
in briefings through a digital meeting

+ Inviting residents of consultation zone 1 1o
book an individual appointment to discuss.
the proposals by telephone or in person at

+ Publishing detais of the
online at www.deanmoorsolarfarm.
com/

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of

an appropriate venue
+ Contacting community and voluntary
‘within zone 2to
offer direct engagement

+ Publication of consultation information
oniine at the consultation website

Provision of copies of the Preliminary
Environmental Information Report for
review, as well as copies of the consultation
booklet and questionnaire, at deposit points
inthe local area. The PEIR will aiso be
available on the project website
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Zone How we will publicise consultation | How we will consult within this zone
within this zone

ouncillors at

for the webinars will be made avalable in
consultation publicity.
Inviting elected representatives to take part
pack designed to Supp through a digital meeting
promoting consultation through their
own e ine at ion wet
such as social media feeds with + Inviting enquiries and responses online
local authorities, parish counc through the consultation website, by
freephone, freepost or emall
+ Publicising the cons

ftation online
details of the consultation
www.deanmoorsolarfarm.

ter in this
g je avaiable in
hing details of the consuitation
online at www.deanmoorsolarfarm.
com/

Dean Moor Solar Farm | ment of Community Consultation

26

14. Consultation information

We will produce a range of materials
providing information as part of the
consultation including:

Coples of consultation information will be
made available for review free of charge
online at www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com.

+  Aconsultation booklet providing a
non-technical overview of the proposed
Dean Moor Solar Farm including key
plans, the EIA process, the consultation
and planning process, proposed next
steps, and how to find out more and
view other consultation documents

Hard copies of the consultation
booklet, questionnaire and SoCC will
also be made available free of charge
on request. Consultation materials will

include guidance on what respondents
can influence through the consultation
and how we will have regard to their
responses.

Presentations to be given as part

of webinars, which will be recorded
and made available for viewing after
the event on the project website at
www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com.

The PEIR, accompanied by a non-
technical summary (for the statutory
consultation)

A consultation questionnaire designed
1o collect responses to the consuitation

+ The SoCC

The PEIR will also incorporate the results
of the environmental surveys that we

have completed to date and set out our
preliminary conclusions on the likely
significant effects of the proposed Dean
Moor Solar Farm on the environment. It will
also give information about some of the
mitigation measures that may be proposed
to reduce or avoid those effects, so as to
assist respondents in making well-informed
responses to the consuitation.

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community Consultation

15. Public information events

Non-statutory events (3rd October 2023 - 3rd November 2023)

IN-PERSON:

Tuesday 17 October 2pm-7Tpm
Dean Kirkstile Hall, Workington CA14 4TH

Wednesday 18 October 2pm-7pm

Solway Lounge, Hunday Manor, Winscales, Workington, Cumbria, CA14 4JF
WEBINAR:

*  Thursday 19 October 6pm-7pm

+ Monday 30 October 6pm-7pm

Statutory events (Spring 2024)

T8C

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community (
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16. Our documents

The following reports (listed below) will be prepared as part of the EIA and the 'DCO

process:
Scoping Report:

In August 2023, we published our Scoping
Report, which presented the Project
Envelope and outlined the processes we

il undertake to assess potential impacts
on the existing environment. Following
feedback from Local Planning Authorities
and statutory consultees, a Scoping Opinion

by the Planning Inspect

epten . Bol
and Scoping Opinio
Planning Inspectorat
infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.
uk/projects/north-west/dean-moor-solar-
farm/?ipcsection=overview.

Preliminary Environmental
Information Report (PEIR):

The PEIR will set out preliminary
environmental findings and information and
take account of the Scoping Opinion issued
Insps Il &
aty
akeholder
engagement. It will include the resuits of
s and preliminary environmental
sments conducted thus far, providing
s with a preliminary understanding
of the potential imp. >f the Dea
Solar Farm on the local environment

Dean Moor Solar Farm

The PEIR will also detall any project
changes and proposed mitigation
measures. During our phase two
consultation, we will publish the PEIR for
review and seek feedback. Please refer
to Sections 9 and 14 for more detailed
information

Environmental Statement
(ES):

Building upon the content of the PEIR
and incorporating responses from the
phase two consultation, stakeholder
ngagement, and s.
will outi
of the Environmental Impact A n
(EIA) process. Similar to the PEIR, it will
describe any project changes and propo
mitigation measures. The ES will be an
integral part of the Development Consent
er (DCO’) application for

ment of Community Consultation

oor

Solar Farm
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17. Community access points

Hard coples of this document and Phase Two consultation materials, including our leaflet,
Feedback form and PEIR, will be available for public inspection at the locations to be agreed
with the Council. We will provide copies of the consultation materials on a USB stick upon
reasonable request and for a small charge.

Lithium ion batteries \
C 2008058816

ndicative image of an

nergy storage container
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18. Contact details

1f you would fike to obtain further information about the Dean Moor Solar Farm, please feel

free to get in touch. Our team can be reached through any of the communication channels

listed below. For individuals requiring documents in large print, audio, or brallle formats,
the provided details. Please note that all graphs and maps included

" info@deanmoorsolarfarm.com
A 0800 041 8643
i FREEPOST: DEAN MOOR SOLAR FARM

\J

Firma Energy

ibvogt
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Dean Moor Solar Farm

Land Interest Questionnaire (‘LIQ")

This Is a Land Interest Questionnaire ('LIQ) served on behalf of FVS Dean Moor Lid
(‘the Applicant) and relates to the Land and Property as shown on the attached
plan(s)

The information requested is required in connection with the proposed applicabon for &
Development Consent Order (DCQ) for the construction, maintenance and operation of
Dean Moor Solar Farm (the Project)

The Applicant requires details of all parties holding  legal inferest in the Land as part of its
uumocyoooguu:u:mmrwmmvo«wmmmwcowmmm

Who has an interest in the Land is given the opportunity to comment during
mewwmonwnwmww propased appication for a DCO is submitted.

PLEASE READ THE ATTACHED NOTES BEFORE COMPLETING THIS
QUESTIONNAIRE.

Ardent Management Limited will process your personal information i this questionnaire in
accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018. More information regarding your personal
Information can be found in the GDPR form accompanying this letter,

We kindly request that you complete the attached form and retum it using the pre-paid
envelope provided or via email. It would be helpful if you were able to provide the information
within 14 days
This information is solely for the purpose of identitying property interests and is not intended,

by any party, to confer any rightinterest in the nature of a tenancy o exclusive possession
of the Land and gives no proprietary interest in the Land to the Appicant

Reference - LIQ/01

« Please give full names and addresses of all other individuals in a similar position:

Ful Name:

Address:

Telephone:

[ E-mai Address

Address for service of notices if
diferent to address above:

I necessary please continue on a separate sheet

2. Nature of your Tenure concerning the Land or Property shown on the attached
planis): (It joint please list other parties in question 16)

2(0) 10 (d) | Single or Joint Owner (please list
other parties in question 16)
| {a) Freehoid |
| (b) Leasehold
) Tenancy 1
|.{9) Mortgage or Charge
| (¢) Rentcharge I
) Right of Entry

(d) Omer (Please state)

« Trading Name (f applicable)

3.1f the interest in Question 2 is freehold, leasehold or a tenancy, does it include the
whole of the property (building andior land)?
Yos INo

Reference - LIQ01

Appendix 2.1 Land interest questionnaire

Additional be writts the f the last sheet if

1. Details of the person(s) or organisation having an interest in the Land or Property
shown on the attached plan(s). For example, this could be that you own or lease the
property, occupy the property or have a right over the land.

Ploase complete your dotails:

o Ifthe interestis in your name, please provide:

[ Tiie & Full Name

Home Address:

| Telephone: 1
E-mai Address

|Address for service of notices f | |
diferent to address above.

* Ifthe interest is in & Registered Company or incorporated body. please provice:

Full Name of Company.

| RepsteceaPrincipal Offce Address
and Company Number:

Telephane:
E-mai Address

m—-bu-wa-dmn
diferent to address

* Ifyou are an executor, trustee, partner elc, please state the capacity in which your
interest is heid and any collective name:

Eg Exacutor/ Trustee |
Partner etc.

Reference - LIQ/01

If only part. please describe (or mark on the pian)?

4.1f you are not the freeholder, please provide the name and address of the
froeholder:

[FuiName:

Address:

Telephone:

E-mail Address.
1 necessary please continue on a separate sheet
5. W you are a leaseholder:

(1) Whatis the term of the lease? (if known)
(W) What date did the lease commence? (if known) .

6.1 you are a tenant, what is the period of your tenancy?

Weekly / Fortnightly / Quarterly / Annual / Other
If other, please provide detalls

7. Does the person or organisation named in Question 1 occupy the premises?
Yes /No

Please st the names and addresses of ALL OTHER occupiers together with the nature of
their tenure including all persons aged 18 years and over (or who will be 18 years within the
next 12 months).

Full Name:

Reference - LIQ/01

Adequacy of Consultation
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Ifnecessary please continue on a separate sheet

8. Does the person or organisation named in Question 1 enjoy any rights, easements
or other legal intorest over any adjacent or other property?

Yes / No/Don't Know
If yes please give etals below:

If necessary please continue on a separate sheet

O‘MMhmﬂmuthmmawm ‘easements or
other legal interest over the Land and Property?

Yeos / No/Don't Know

[ Ful Name:

Address.

Reference - LIQ01

Ifnecessary please continue on a separate sheet

13. Is the Land or Property subject to any mortgage or equitable interest?
Yes / No
If yes please provide name(s). address(es) and the nature of the interest.

Full Name:

|
[Addrens:

“Worigage Reference
| E-mai Address

immummﬂ

14, Are there any managing or letting agents connected with the Land or Property?
Yos INo
If yes please provide name(s), address(es) and the nature of the interest

[ FuiName:

e

Telephone:
l

Type

Reference - LIQ/01

10. Is the Land or Property subject to any restrictive covenant(s)?

Yos / No/Don't Know
If yes please give detals below

Detads of Resirictve Covenants:

Landiperson having the beneft of
the covenant(s)

Address:

11, Attached plan(s):

.

If the attached plan shows the extent of your inferest correcty. please sign one copy
of the plan and retumn that signed copy with your completed questionnaire.

If the attached plan shows the extent of your interest incorrectly. please amend it (to
show where It is wrong) and sign one copy of the mark-up pian) and retum it with
your completed questionnaire.

Please also show, or inform us of, any other land (including land owned by someone
else) over which you consider you have rights of use, enjoy easements or other

private nights.
Please also show the extent of your land over which you consider others have rights
of use, enjoy easements or have any other rights over your land.

12. Are there any tenancies of licences in of hoardings, poster sites,
, vending machines, kiosks, etc on the Land or Property?

Yes / No

If yes please give name(s), address{es), type(s) and the nature of the interest

Ful Name:

Address:

Reference - LIQ0O1

[E-mail Address:

I necessary piease continue on a separate sheet

15. Please describe the current use and features of the Land or Property (e.g.,
residential - house, flat. yard, garden; commercial - offices, premises, industrial works,
car park; agricultural land, woodland, grassland, allotment; etc) and any postal

addros:

[Current use and features of the
fm

| Full Postal Address

16. Are th with an interest in the Land or
Mnﬂdu]mﬂm?

Yes /No
I yos please provide name(s). address(es) and the nature of the interest:

Ful Name.

Address:

Telephone

E-mai Address

Nature of interes!
(See Question 2 let examples)

If necessary please continue on a separate sheet

17. Are there any other urrently or in the
pvoeoudwvahlh'pwlmmhmwda'w"v.wmahwlwh
the Land or Property?

Yes /No

f yes please provide name(s). d detais of the

Reference - LIQ/01
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Tewrore

Emai Adves

Detass o tee curert stuston

I rwcessary hease coninm on 8 wparae sheet

18 Plesse wmupply Getaiis of [he person 1o whom any asdiona! enqures mry be
Swected # necossary

Conact Nere Tel Nois)

™ 0 B best of my
Bncwiedge (s Ubect 10 COection s dentfied on the pian)

Name proae port)

Postion

Sgres a Oute:

Tol No. Eenwil Addross:

Prease corglete D Land esest Questionare (1I0) wil a3 much detal s posstie snd
et your compreted Ouestornsre © Asdent (841G W e mared-u copy of he
hen 31 g e remd evesore povded

Presne do Bhin within 14 deys of you

you can retum )C by @ mel © Orev oo Qe
anageee com OR request an rierscive copy of e LUIQ atech Con De Compieted on &
COMOAN. SIVeC 303 WIITed WA e

Reference - IO

NOTES on completing the QUESTIONNAIRE

AN Infommation provded is governed by e Data Protecton Act 2018, Any informaton
Provided il only be used for legamare puposes

Please use BLOCK CAPITALS

M you need more space, please use the back of the form of another shee! of paper.

‘Where options are provided, please delete or ccle as appropriate.
ng the prepaid envelops provided.

1 you recure any with please contact the Land
Retersnong
gdeanmeceanient marggement com
The Questionnaire
Question 1

#) Please give the Sl name of the person who, o crganisation which has o legel

interest in the propey.
b) For Limited please supcly the the registesed cifice
ly bo England and

Wales , but may be Scotiand, isie of Man, Jersey, o
€) For ofhwr COMporate bodes, please Supply COROrae Ule, A0IMSS ard leRphone
o

number of the principal officy
@) For individusls and partners. busioes. Of shmilar exaculive pasitions.

muw»ummtnmu ). home address, telephore
UMCeTs NG where aDpical lecave b of ench gr
‘et may be Lsed frequred.
Dl uum-bwmmlmnm”uimumwuu
of legal notices and documentation, please provide
Question 2
o) It you legally the land and property do not pay any rent, hen you
are .
b) If you have an agreement 1o use of ocoupy the for duraton then

hen
mcnmm mu-nmmmwmwumd
he right INCEer person's land Unites
wmmmnammﬂwm»mnmumm

beneath privale property. Cther examples of easaments may relals 10 drains. power.
casements

or nghts of way In most cases. are attached to the land itself, not he
1ndoAners, 50 hat when Land i BOUGNE of 50k, e 0asemant which relates 10 that
1and remans win the land
d) If the property & subject 0 & morigage you wil need 1o provide details of the lender
) If the progerty is 110 8 renicharge paysble & the renicharge ownes you wil
need b provide denils of the same.

Reference - LIQD1

Adequacy of Consultation

Poge Laft ot tentenady

Reference - LIQOY

=

If you have a legal right 10 take possession of the property which allows. you to enfer
and forfeit the lease for non-payment of rerd or brmach of covenant. you will have &
nght of entry or m-entry

§) Ifthe property i SULJEC! 10 MESECHYE COVENANtS, L e rOSIICton reventng some

action on or use of the 1and, e g. ammmbmmum»n

1and, Of 8 reswction on WEPOUL Obsining e
consent of ‘the benefciary

h) fyou from the proper es b0 do 1 be
classed asa koence. 6 § a keance cbisned from an authortly 1o place & sandwich
board on a footpath

i) Atrencrise Is v y tha Crown such as a rgh @ markat or fair
of 10 lake tolls.

I Ap'dlnp-&nllnplhlmb -nmnqtunm-um

anclver. &g, grass for grazing. fsh, or peat of wood for
LY mmnmammnw mmmammm
of pervieges of ¥ you ae
please contact the Land Relerancing Team

Quosticns 88 9

1 you have 8 legal right 1o use another person's land for a partcular purpose. e.g. a fight 1o
witlk rough your neghbour's Bnd 10 gain 6oess 1 your praperty. then you have an
easementrigh!. Easements are legal rghts which give the legal owner of one plece of land
the nght 1o use & defined portion of anciiver person’s land. Ubiitkes companies ofien have
easements that aiow them to run pipes or phone lnes beneath peivate propery. Other
‘examples of sasements may relate 1o drains, power, or rights of way in most cases
‘oasoments are attached to the land Eself, not the landowners, 0 that when land is baught or
1o that the land.

$0K. the sasement

Question 10

1 the peoperty s subject 1o restrictive covenants, | mmnmmunmu
use ofthe land. ..
opersting

the ---d hm

Questicn 11

8) 110 plans have been provided. question 11 can be ignored

b) If plans are attached. there shouki be two copes, showing a shaded area in which
we understand you may have & legal inerest

o mwyswmmmnm.mmmwuhumu
confiem the extents of  amend he

the extents e mnmwnemmmnnwu»n‘u
’mmmmnumbmmunnmumwum
have a Gfferent extant to tat of the property iself, such as nghts 10 use fre escapes,
olfver acomsses of car parks. Presse 550 provide fhese detals. f relevant 10 you.

3

Questicn 12
Piease kst al 1anancies and Ikences (lormal agreament 10 Use or occupy the land)

Reference - LIQDY
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Question 13
Please fist all mortgagees and equitable interests.
Equitable Interests

Rights In or over land which fall to qualy as legal rights may take effect as equitable
Interests. therefore estates, inferests. and charges in of over land which are not legal estales
are referred to as equitable interests. Examples of equitable Interests include
) Option to purchase (The right to buy a property at a given price within a specific
period of tme)

b) Contract to purchase (A contract the buyer initiates which detalls the purchase price
and conditions of the transaction and is accepted by the seller. Aiso known as an

agreement for sale)
o atrust (A trust whereby a party caled a trustee holds.
propery. other roe ovaml for the benefit of other parties of persons. of for
some purpose permitted by law,

) mmvu:mms)dm«ymbewmwmmmm
the benefit of the equitable owner(s). Where groups of individuals are concerned. a
person may be both a legal and an equitable owner, For example, a man may own a
house and hold it for the benefit of himself and his wife (or a wife for her husband).

) Legal rights in a property that do not include the ight 1o sell ts legal title, This may
apply 10 a morigage lender.

Question 16
It you hold a joint interest in common with another party o parties. please provide details of
all other parties.
Question 18
2) Sometimes it is necessary to make further enuiries as a result of new information or
5 10 the plans for the project. Please provide the name and telephone number
of the indviduai(s) whom we should contact.
b) It a third party (a soliciior, for example) has been instructed 1o complete this

questionnaire on behalf of the person with an interest in the property, please supply
writtien confirnation of that fact

Erequently Asked Questions

Why have two sets of documents been issued for the same land?
nutmmmxw«yombmalomomnmnhmummwnm
parties and ther current status

However. If you can confirm the other parties’ interests & sign on theis behalf you only need
10 return one set of documents, If you inchude a note explaining this.

X validate contact and property
informaton regarding land owners we believe lobemmdosemoumlydl\ewvwnd
quukmmwbmmoﬂmnnm the project and ensures that
informason is correct in order o keep and any further
project consultation(s).

Reference - LIQ01
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Appendix 2.2 Example of cover letter sent to
Persons with an Interest in Land
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FVS Dean Moor Limited
FREEPOST. DEAN MOOR SOLAR FARM

UNITED KINGDOM
info@deanmoorsolarfarm com
8th March 2024
Project/File: 33313464100
XX]
Dear Sir/Madam,
Dean Moor Solar Farm — yC Itati ion 42 of the Planning Act 2008

| am writing to formally consult you under Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 (the ‘2008 Act’) regarding
the proposals for Dean Moor Solar Farm.

Proposed Development

FVS Dean Moor Limited (the ‘Applicant’) is proposing the construction, operation and maintenance and
decommissioning of a solar energy generating station comprising solar photovoltaic (‘PV’) arrays,
associated infrastructure, and landscape and biodiversity enhancements (the ‘Proposed Development’)
on approximately 279.5 hectares (‘ha’) of land located between the villages of Gilgaran and
Branthwaite in West Cumbria (the ‘Site’). The Proposed Development is located within the
administrative boundary of Cumberand Council.

The Proposed D 1t will have the ity to export up to 150 mega-watts (‘MW") of electricity
atany time.
The principal P of the Proposed Devel t will

e  Solar PV modules;

* PV module mounting structures;

e Solar Inverters-Transformers;

*  BESS equipment comprising Battery Units, Power Conversion Systems (‘PCS’), and associated
infrastructure;

*  Point of Connection ('POC') infrastructure prising C and Distribution Network Operator
('DNO') Substation buildings and external electrical equipment within a weld mesh Security Fence;

e Perimeter Fencing (deer fence), Gates, CCTV cameras, on-site cabling, and other associated
infrastructure;

e Access from the highway and internal access tracks; and

e Land and ical enhancements.

Further information relating to the Proposed Development can be found in the Consultation Brochure
and the Preliminary Environmental Information Report (‘PEIR’) which are available as part of the suite of
consultation documents. Details of how to access a copy of these documents are set out below.

The Proposed Development is defined as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project ('NSIP') under
the 2008 Act given that it has a generating capacity of over S0MW and therefore requires the approval
of a Development Consent Order ('DCQ’). As such, the Applicant intends to make an application for a
DCO to authorise the Proposed Development.

Sarte UK Linted | 3 Park, Frederick Place, Londse Rod, Hgh Wycambes HP11 10 | Regisersd i Engiand No 01188070
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8 March 2024
Reference:  Dean Moor Solar Farm

Section 42 Duty to Consult

As part of the DCO pi , the Appli is required to carry out pre-application consultation with a
variety of persons and organisations in accordance with Section 42 of the 2008 Act. The 2008 Act
requires us to consult with three categories of person: (1) landowners, tenants, occupiers; (2) those with
other interests in land; and (3) those who do not own land subject to acquisition but may be entitied to
make a claim for compensation as a result of the Proposed Development. You are receiving this letter
because we believe you fall into at least one of the categories set out above.

This letter is notice of our statutory consultation taking place from 11 March 2024 to 26 April
2024.

This statutory consultation is an opportunity for you to share your views on the proposals, which we
strongly encourage you to do. This will enable us to take your views into account in developing and
refining the proposals in advance of submitting our ication for d

As the Proposed Devel is an Envi ital Impact A (‘EIA") devel as defined
by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017, we have
prepared a PEIR which presents the preliminary findings of the EIA. The purpose of the PEIR is to
enable consultees to understand the likely environmental effects associated with the Proposed
Development and to help inform their consultation responses. An Environmental Statement, that will
report the final findings of the EIA, will be i with our lication for devels consent.
Included with this letter is a copy of the statutory notice which we have published under sections 42, 47
and 48 of the 2008 Act, a copy of the Site Boundary plan (Figure 1.1 in the PEIR) and a plan which
illustrates your interest in the Site.

Your Interest in t ite

Further to a review of tile and Land Registry information, The Applicant has identified that you may
have an interest in land which falls within the Site, in respect of which the Applicant is proposing to seek
powers of compulsory acquisition, temporary possession, and/ or may otherwise be affected by the
Proposed Development. Based on the Applicant's due diligence work undertaken to date, your interest
in the land within the Site is considered to be in relation to the below:

HMLR title(s) - | Description of interest (if required)
Nature of Interest

To be provided To be provided

Please refer to the Plan appended to this letter, which shows the extent of the Site edged in red,
including all potentially affected land (potentially required for the Proposed Development) and showing
your interest in the context of the Site.

If you would like assistance with identifying the land that may potentially be affected, please contact:
Name: EENE

Mobile: N

Email: d @ardent-mar t.com

Whilst this information is considered up to date at the time of this consultation, the identification of
interests in the land p i i d by the Proposed D P is an ongoing p . This

process will be finalised prior io the DCO application being submitted.
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8 March 2024
Reference:  Dean Moor Solar Farm

Landowner Negotiations

Although the DCO will include an application for the compulsory acquisition powers required for the
construction and operation of the P d D pment, we want to engage with all landowners to
secure the land and rights in land required by way of private treaty agreements. Members of the
Applicant’s project team will be at the consultation events, and can advise how best to pursue
agreements ahead of the DCO submission. We can also facilitate fee agreements to reimburse the
reasonable fees for suitably qualified Chartered Surveyors to act on behalf of landowners to negotiate
agreements. Please do get in touch with the Land Team via the means identified within this letter.

Consultation Documents
All the consultation documents listed below will be available to view, free of charge, on the project
website (www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com) from 11" March 2024, These are provided to help you
understand the proposals and share your views with us:

* Consultation brochure;

* Consultation feedback form;

* PEIR, accompanied by a Non-Technical Summary;

* A guide to the statutory consultation; and

* The Statement of Community Consultation,

Hard copies of these documents, including the PEIR will be available between Monday 11 March 2024
to Friday 26 April 2024, for public inspection at the locations below:

« Distington Library;

e Workington Library;

e Frizington Library; and

* StOswalds Church at Dean.

* Please refer to the consultation brochure for details of the opening times.

The full suite of printed ion d is ilable for
purchase at the cost of up to £500 plus postage
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8 March 2024
Reference:  Dean Moor Solar Farm

Consultation events

Details of specific consultation events which allow for face-to-face or online discussions with the
Applicant's project team are as follows:

Venue Address Date Time

Distington Church Road, Distington, Tuesday 19 March | 2pm-6pm

C ity Centre | Workington, CA14 STE 2024

Dean Kirkstile Hall | Dean, Workington, CA14 4TH Wednesday 20 2pm-7pm
March 2024

Hunday Manor Workington, CA14 4JF Thursday 21 March | 2pm-7pm
2024

Online webinar Register online to attend at Tuesday 16 April 6pm-7pm

www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com/public- | 2024

Online webinar consultation Thursday 18 April 6pm-7pm

2024

How to respond to the consultation

* Anyresponses to this consultation should be sent to the project team via the contact details below:
Email: info@deanmoorsolarfarm.com

e Writing: FREEPOST: DEAN MOOR SOLAR FARM
Any responses must be received by the Applicant no later than 11:59pm on Friday 26 April 2024.
Responses should include an indication of who is responding and their correspondence address.

P will be i d and dina It report that will form part of the
application documents for the DCO. Please note that responses may be published.

Personal details will be held securely and used solely for purposes in connection with the statutory

Itati the DCO p and further development of the scheme. Outside of these purposes,
the Applicant may be required to provide personal details if specifically requested as part of a Freedom
of Information Act request or if PINS requests original responses. Otherwise, personal details will not be
disclosed to any third parties except where required by law. For further details please see our Privacy
Notice at: https://www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com/privacy-policy
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8 March 2024

Reference:  Dean Moor Solar Farm

Further information about the 2008 Act and Development Consent Orders can be found on the Planning
Inspectorate’s website: hilg astruc ng

Should you have any queries on the consultation documents or any other element of the Dean Moor
Solar Farm, you can contact us in the following ways:

o Visitthe project website www.deanmocrsolarfarm.com
* Call 0800 041 8643
* Email info@deanmoorsolarfarm com

* Write to FREEPOST. DEAN MOOR SOLAR FARM

Yours faithfully,

FVS DEAN MOOR LIMITED

info@deanmoorsolarfarm.com

Afttachments

Section 48 Notice

Site Boundary plan

Plan showing your interest in the Site
Feeback Form
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Appendix 3.1 Draft SoCC issued for LPA
consultation

Solar Farm

Dean Moor
Solar Farm and BESS

Statement of Community Consultation
on behalf of FVS Dean Moor Limited
5(2)q)
lanning (Applications: Prescribed
cedure) Regulations 2009

November 2023

Prepared by Alpaca Communications
Document Reference: 6.01

\J

Firma Energy

=ibvogt

Contents

i 1. Introduction

5 2 Project description

7 3. About us

8 4. Project overview

10 5. The planning process

1" 6. The Planning Act 2008 and consultation
12 7. Environental Impact Assessment
12 8. More information

14 9. Our public consultation process
16 10. Timing

17 11. What will be consulted on?

18 12. Who will be consuted?

2 13. How will we be consulting?

26 14. Consultation information

27 15. Public information events

28 16. Our documents

2 17. Community access points

30 18, Contact details

Dean Moor Soldr Farm [‘Statement of Communtty Consaltation ¥, X e Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Comr

Adequacy of Consultation A26

March 2025



1. Introduction

FVS Dean Moor Ltd is inviting feedback from the local community on its proposals for
Dean Moor Solar Farm as part of a public consultation in fine with the requirements
of the Planning Act 2008 (‘2008 Act'). Dean Moor Solar Farm would generate enough
clean electricity to power approximately 50,000 typical family homes every year it s in
operation. The solar farm will assist in tackling the climate emergency and to help the
UK Government in meeting its target for net zero emissions by 2050.

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community Consultation

Dean Moor Solar Farm

2. Project description

The development of Dean Moor Solar Farm
('the Proposed Development’) would involve
the construction, operation, maintenance
and decommissioning of a grid connected
solar farm and Battery Energy Storage
System ('BESS') (‘the Project’) on
approximate 270 hectares (‘ha’) (420 acres)
of land located between Gilgarran and
Branthwaite in West Cumbria (‘the Site’).
The Proposed Development would include
arrays of solar photovoltaic (PV) modules,
battery energy storage and associated
infrastructure that will connect to the
existing Distribution Network Operator
(DNO) electricity network on the Site.

Dean Moor Solar Farm would to

The Battery Energy Storage Systems
(BESS) facility would be utilised to reinforce
the power generated by the solar farm,
storing energy at times of low demand

and releasing to the grid in periods of
higher demand or when solar iradiance is
lower. The energy stored will also provide
balancing services to maintain grid stability.

A full description of the physical
characteristics of the whole Proposed
Development and the land-use
requirements during the construction
and operational phases will be set out in
the Environmental Statement, Chapter
5: Development Description, which

will the fora

local and national ‘Net Zero' targets with
an export capacity of up to 150 Megawatts
(MW) of renewable energy. The annual
output of the solar farm will provide
enough clean electricity to meet the annual
electricity demand of approximately 50,000
average family homes. This will have an
annual displacement of approximately
137,350 tonnes (t) of Carbon Dioxide
(CO2) compared with the same electricity
generated by fossil fuel sources.

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Cc ty Consultat

3. About us

\

Firma Energy

Founded in 2021 by Rufus Salter and
Andrew Jones, Firma Energy is an
independent management owned business,
based in Leeds. The business has a focus
on creating and delivering value from
renewable energy developments with
environmental and social benefits.

Across the UK Firma Energy currently has
over 260 megawatts (MW) of Solar Farm
and 347MW of Battery Energy Storage
Systems (BESS) in development.

Development Consent Order (‘DCO’). For
the purposes of the statutory consultation
this will be set out in the “Prelimin:

Environmental Information Report” (PEIR)

ibvogt

ib vogt (IBV) is a leading developer
specialising in utility-scale infrastructure for
solar photovoltaic (PV) farms and BESS
With a 20-year history of global expertise,
IBV has been a significant player in the
UK solar industry, holding the position of
the second-largest solar developer in the
country from 2012 to 2017 and with over
40GW of development projects in the
pipeline globally.

1BV are committed to sustainable energy
and high-quality local development, a
commitment solidified by their participation
in the UN Global Compact. With over
490MWp of solar operations in the UK
their projects are designed and delivered
with consideration for communities at their
core. Through transparent communication
and investment in local employment, IBV
strive to empower local resilience while
addressing the global challenges of climate
change. The focus on development and
engineering excellence supports IBV's
mission to create a greener future through
renewable energy solutions.

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of
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4. Project overview

What is this document?

This document, known as a Statement of
Community Consultation ("SoCC), sets out
how FVS Dean Moor Ltd will consult with
the local community on its proposals for

a utility scale solar farm at Dean Moor in
Cumbria.

This version of the SoCC has been
prepared in advance of the first round of
consultation, which is non-statutory. The
SoCC will be revised and published again
prior to the statutory consultation stage.

Feedback from this round of consultation
and the statutory consuitation will inform the
final planning submission. It includes:

+ Adescription of the planning process
we must follow

How we have developed our approach
to consultation

+ How we will be consulting the local
community

+  How we will publicise the consultation
Next steps and further information

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Com y Consultatio

Why are we publishing this
document?

The proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm
is classified as a Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project (‘"NSIP") under
the 2008 Act. This means that, uniike
conventional planning applications,
which are determined by local planning
authorities, we must apply to the
Department for Energy Security and
Climate Change (‘DESNZ') for our
proposalis.

Part of this process requires us to publish
a statement of how we will consult with the
local community — known as an SoCC. The
consultation process is an opportunity to
influence our proposals before we submit
our 'DCO’ application. We very much want
feedback from the local community on our
propesals during our consultation.

5. The planning process

We are developing the proposed Dean
Moor Solar Farm under the 2008 Act. This
is because s proposed generating capacity
exceeds 50 megawatts ("MW"), which
means that, under the 2008 Act, Dean Moor
Solar Farm constitutes an NSIP requiring a
DCO"

Uniike pianning applications, which are
considered by local authorities, 'DCO
applications are submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate ("PINS”). This independent
body administers the application process
on behalf of the relevant Secretary of State
In this case, the appropriate government
department is the Department for Energy
Security and Net Zero.

Indicative image of an energy storage container

Further information on the 'DCO’
application process can be obtained

from PINS Advice Note 8: Overview of
the nationally significant infrastructure
planning process for members of the
public and others. This is available on the
PINS website at the following link: https://
infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.
ukllegislation-and-advice/advice-notes/
advica-note-sight-overview-of-the-
nationally-significant-infrastructure-
planning-process-for-members-of-the-
public-and-others/

Figure 1 on page 16 of this document
shows each stage of the planning process
for NSIPs. We anticipate submitting our
application in the third quarter of 2024

NERGY
ET ORAGE

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community Consultation

Banthwatte
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Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of

6. The Planning Act 2008
and consultation

DCO’s are governed by a fixed, statutory
process which requires us to consult with
persons with an interest in the proposed
land and certain bodies as prescribed
under section 42 of the 2008 Act. the

local community under section 47 of the
2008 Act; and to publicise the proposals
locaily and nationaily under section 48

of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental
Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017
(‘EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed
role as consultees for those local authorities
which host the development and means
we will be following a well-established and
clear process to engage on our proposals.

We are at the stage in 2023 developing

our proposals where we will informally
consult - this is known as a non-statutory
consultation. We will use the feedback

that we receive during the non-statutory
consultation to help us develop our
proposals for Dean Moor Solar Farm before
commencing the statutory consultation
period.

We anticipate reaching the formal statutory
consultation stage during the first quarter
of 2024. (see Figure 1). This stage is
known as statutory consultation. We will
use the feedback that we receive during
the statutory consultation to help us further
develop our final proposals for Dean Moor
Solar Farm before submitting our 'DCO"
application.

As part of our 'DCO’ application, we will
submit a Consultation Report detailing our
approach to consultation, the feedback
that we received during the non-statutory
and statutory consultations, and how we
have had regard to it. When considering
our ‘DCO’ application, The Planning
Inspectorate must consider whether the
consultation that we have undertaken has
been adequate.

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of

11

Adequacy of Consultation

March 2025



12

7. Environmental Impact

Assessment

For the proposed Dean Moor Solar
Farm, we are required o carry out an

significant adverse effects.
We will report on this process in a

Impact called an
("EIA") of our proposals as part of the Statement ("ES”) when we submit our
planning process. This is by virtue of the DCO’ application

proposed scheme being considered ‘EIA
development’ for the purpose of the EIA
Regulations.

This means we must assess the likely
significant environmental effects of our
proposals and, where describe

During the statutory consultation process,
we will be sharing, and seeking feedback
on, the preliminary results of our ongoing
environmental assessments. We do

this via a document called a Preliminary

mitigation that is proposed to avoid,
prevent, reduce or, if possible, offset any

Report (PEIR).

8. More information

You can find more information
in the "DCO’ process on the PIN

infrastructure planninginspectorate.gov.uk, or by caling PINS on

08 Act, PINS and its role and how to participate

ure Planning website - https:/
3 444 5000,

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community Consultation
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9. Our public consultation process

We are currently in the process of
conducting consultations for Dean Moor
Solar Farm. The feedback and comments
we receive from stakeholders are of great
importance as they will help shape the final
design of the project, which will later be
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for
evaluation.

Our goal is to ensure that communities
interested in this project can engage
effectively without the need for duplicate
feedback submissions. We strongly believe
that this coordinated approach brings
numerous benefits, such as:

+ Efficiency for respondents

Clarity for communities: clearly aligning
programmes and providing information
on the project in consultation literature

aliows us to clearly explain our project

in single documents

Dean Moor Solar Farm | State

Our consultation will consist of two phases
of consultation for both projects, including

= A non-statutory phase one consultation,
lasting 30 days will be held from 3rd
October 2023 - 3rd November 2023.

A statutory phase two consultation
lasting for 6 weeks from [DATES TO
BE ADDED - Early 2024]. This SoCC
relates to the carrying out of the phase
two statutory consultation.

Phase one consultation
(3rd October 2023 -
3rd November 2023)

This non-statutory consultation
introduced our early-stage proposals
for the Dean Moor Solar Farm to

the local communities. We received
feedback on our initial proposals and
suggestions from the communities,
based on local knowledge of the area.
All of this feedback has been useful for
us to understand and consider as we
develop and refine our proposals.

Phase two consultation (Early 2024)

The statutory consultation, in accordance
with Section 47 of the Planning Act, will
allow us to update interested parties on
our proposals for the Dean Moor Solar
Farm. We will consult on more detailed
proposals alongside presenting the
findings of the environmental studies
that have been carried out to date, which
will be published in our Preliminary
Environmental Information Report
(PEIR). The phase two consultation is
the consultation that we must carry out
by law. More details of what we will be
consulting on are listed in Section 11

of this SoCC and the methods for how
we will consult are listed in Section 13,
As well as the community consultation

in accordance with Section 47, this
consultation also includes:

+ Consultation with prescribed bodies
such as Natural England, the
Environment Agency and National
Highways (under Section 42 of the
2008 Act);

Consultation with host and
neighbouring Local Planning
Authorities (under Section 43 of the
2008 Act).

Consultation with any persons with
an interest in the land affected by the
Project (under Section 44 of the 2008
Act); and general public consultation
on the Project (under Section 48 of
the 2008 Act)
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During our phase two consultation,
we will actively seek feedback on the
findings of the PEIR. The full PEIR,
along with a non-technical summary,
will be accessible for review as part of
the consultation process. To ensure
convenient access, the PEIR will be
made available electronically on our
project website. Additionally, as part of
our statutory notices, we will provide
a service for requesting copies of the
complete PEIR.

For the convenience of interested
stakeholders, hard copies of our
‘community consuitation documents will
be sent via post upon request. Please
refer to Section 13 for more detailed
information on this process.

Once we submit the ‘DCO’ application
to the Planning Inspectorate, interested
parties will have the opportunity to
formally comment on our proposals

for the Dean Moor Solar Farm. The
Planning Inspectorate will facilitate public
engagement by inviting views on the
proposals. Interested parties will have
the ability to register and submit their
representations for consideration during
the examination process.

For guidance and further information on
this process, please visit the Planning
Inspectorate’s website athttps:/
infrastructure.planninginspectorate.
gov.ukflegislation-and-advice/
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Consultation reporting

As part of the ‘DCO’ application to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate, planned
for Winter 2024, we will publish a consultation report that:

+ Describes our consuitation process

+ Explains how we have satisfied and
adhered to legal requirements
Details how we have worked with
local authorities to ensure our
consultation is suitable for the area
through the proposals set out in this
SoCC

10. Timing

3rd October 2023 -

Summer 2023  3rd November 2023  Early 2024

+  Details the feedback and consuitation
responses we have received

+ Responds to the feedback we have
received, including explaining how we
have listened to feedback and how it
has influenced our proposais

Winter 2024 Spring 2025

overseen
by Planning

ectorate

Figure 1: Proposed Timeline for Engagement and Submission

Dean Moor Solar Farm

ment of Community Cons:

12. Who will we consult?

We will consult widely In accordance with
his SoCC and encourage participation
in the consultation from any person or
group who may be directly impacted by the
proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm. We have
defined a series of ‘zones of consultation
for the purpose of consulting with the local
community under section 47 of the 2008
Act

These recognise the fact that levels of
potential impact and interest are likely
to vary with geography and inform the
techniques we will use to consult

Any person or group likely to be directly impacted by the proposed Dean Moor

These zones are set out in Table 1 and
visible in Figures 2 & 3

The launch dates for each stage of
consultation will be announced and
published at least 10 days before the start
of that consultation stage. This will be done
in & number of ways, which are outiined in
Section 13

Solar Farm by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.

Any person or group living in proximity to the site, but out

e of Zone 1

This zone is defined by the boundaries of the parishes of Dean, Arlecdon &
Frizington, Distington, and Winscales

People living and working in the host local authority area of Cumberiand

Coul

Neig!
an

Westmorland and Furness Counail

Lancaster District Cou

North Yorkshire Council

Northumberland

Table 1: Zones of consultation

Dean Moor Solar Farm
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What will be consulted on?

During the consultation periods we will be asking for views on:

+ The
« The

proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm

short term and long-term impacts of the proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm including
Construction impacts

Environmental impacts

Operational impacts

Impacts from decommissioning

Other impacts during the and
such as socioeconomic and cumulative impacts

periods,

« Proposed mitigation of these impacts

+ The
« The

contribution that Dean Moor Solar Farm could make to the local community
PEIR (at statutory consultation only)

e of energy st

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of
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Figure 2: Map of the Site and Zone 1 boundary
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Lamplugh

Dean Moor Solar Farm Consultation

13. How will we be consulting?

of techniques
e with diffecent needs across the
t out as follows

How we will publicise consultation
ithin this zone

ing webinars which will inc
on regarding the pi

mbria, BBC Look North (North

untary
zone 110
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We will also consult and continue our
engagement with a range of other statutory
consultees as required by section 42 and
section 48 of the 2008 Act and regulation
13 of the EIA Regulations, and additional
organisations that we recognise to have an
interest in the proposed Dean Moor Solar
Farm. These groups include, but are not
limited to:

«  Economic interest groups and
organisations such as local enterprise
partnerships (LEPs) and chambers of
commerce

Heritage consultees inciuding Historic
England and the National Trust
Environmental consultees including
Natural England and the Environment
Agency

+ Infrastructure providers such as
National Highways and National Grid
Conservation groups such as the
RSPB, CPRE Cumbria, and the
Cumbria Wildlife Trust

Ongoing engagement

Anybody Is weicome to get in touch with

us at any point before, during or between
stages of consultation. Our contact details
are listed in Section 18 of this SoCC.
Feedback will be considered as part of the
detailed design process and incorporated
where possible. Where this is not possible
for technical reasons, we will explain this in
our Consultation Report. You will also have
the opportunity to formally comment on our
proposals for the Dean Moor Solar Farm
when the ‘DCO’ application is submitted to,
and accepted by, the Planning Inspectorate.

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Comemunity

Zone How we will publicise consultation

within this zone

consultation zone 2

+ Wiiting o elected representatives at
a parish, Cumbria Council electoral
division, and Parliamentary level, as
well as community groups, within the
zone with detais of the consultation

+ Sharing a consultation information
pack inchuding Q8As and a poster with
local authorites, parish councils and
community groups within the zone to
allow them 1o promote the consultation
through existing communications.
channels

« Publicising the consultation in the
following newspapers circulating in the
consultation zone: the News and Star,
the Whitehaven News, and the Times
and Star

« Publicising the consultation to regional
and local broadcasters indluding BBC

2 * Writing to all addresses within

Radio Cumbria, BBC Look North (North

East and Cumbria), BBC North West
+ Advertising the consuitation via
Facebook adverisements
* Publishing details of the

Seldom heard groups

We have developed our consultation to be
accessible to all groups in the community.
We recognise that some individuals or
groups may have difficulties taking part

in the consultation process for a range of
reasons. We have identified a number of
organisations representing seldom heard
groups in the consultation area. These
organisations will be contacted ahead of
phase two consultation to ensure that our
approach best meets the needs of their
members, We are hosting different formats
of free-to-use communications channels

to ensure our consultation is as accessible
as possible. These formats include email,
phone and post. We will aiso be using a
combination of in person and digital formats
such as in person events and webinars.
We will also continue to notify them of
consultation opportunities. Identified seldom
heard groups include:

+ Age UK West Cumbna

+ Cumbria Deaf Association

« Triple A (All About Autism)

+  Autism Support Allerdale and Copeland

+ The WI Cumbria-Westmoriand
Federation

+ Allerdale Disability Association

+ Owl Blue Cumbria

+ Cumbria Young Farmers Clubs

+  West Cumbria Society for the Blind
England

+ Anti Racist Cumbria

How we will consult within this zone

+ Sending a copy of a consuitation booklet
providing a non-technical overview of
the proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm,
the EIA process. the consultation and
planning process, how to take part in the
consultation, and proposed next steps 1o all
addresses in consultation zone 2

* Inviting enquiries and responses online
through the consultation website, by
freephone, freepost or email. This will
provide a variety of means for consultees fo
respond in a way convenient to them

+ Hosting webinars which will include a

presentation regarding the proposals and

an opportunity to ask questions. Dates

for the webinars are included later in this

document and will also be made available in

consultation publicity

Inviting elected representatives to take part

in briefings through a digital meeting

* Inviting residents of consultation zone 1 o
ook an individual appointment to discuss.
the proposals by telephone or in person at
an appropriate venue

+ Contacting community and voluntary

‘within zone

2t0

online at www.deanmoorsolarfarm.
com/

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community

offer direct engagement

* Publication of consultation information
online at the consultation website

+ Provision of copies of the Preliminary
Environmental Information Report for
review, as well as copies of the consuitation
booklet and questionnaire, at deposit points.
inthe local area. The PEIR will aiso be
available on the project website

21
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How we will publicise consultation | How we will consult within this zone
within this zone

ouncillors at
Cumberiand | and Westmortand
and Fumess ] 10 ask questions. Dates
. uncils within the will be made available in
g elected reprasentatives to take part
in briefings through a digital meeting
of consultation Inf

+ Inviting enquiries and responses online

through the consultation website, by
freephone, freepost or emall.

mbria), BBC North West

* Publishing details of the consultation
online at www.deanmoorsolarfarm

ter in this
e available in

com/
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14. Consultation information

We will produce a range of materials
providing information as part of the
consultation including

Copies of consultation information will be
made available for review free of charge
online at www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com.

*  Aconsultation booklet providing a
non-technical overview of the proposed
Dean Moor Solar Farm including key
plans, the EIA process, the consultation
and planning process, proposed next
steps, and how to find out more and
view other consultation documents

Hard copies of the consultation
booklet, questionnaire and SoCC will
also be made available free of charge
on request. Consultation materials will

include guidance on what respondents
can influence through the consultation
and how we will have regard to their
responses.

+ Presentations to be given as part
of webinars, which will be recorded
and made available for viewing after
the event on the project website at
www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com

The PEIR, accompanied by a non-
technical summary (for the statutory
consultation)

A consultation questionnaire designed
to collect responses to the consuitation

The SoCC

The PEIR will also incorporate the results
of the environmental surveys that we

have completed to date and set out our
preliminary conclusions on the likely
significant effects of the proposed Dean
Moor Solar Farm on the environment, It will
also give information about some of the
mitigation measures that may be proposed
to reduce or avoid those effects, so as to
assist respondents in making well-informed
responses to the consuitation.

Dean Moor Solar Farm |

15. Public information events

Non-statutory events (3rd October 2023 - 3rd November 2023)

IN-PERSON:

Tuesday 17 October 2pm-7pm
Dean Kirkstile Hall, Workington CA14 4TH

Wednesday 18 October 2pm-7pm

Solway Lounge, Hunday Manor, Winscales, Workington, Cumbria, CA14 4JF
WEBINAR:

*  Thursday 19 October 6pm-7pm

+ Monday 30 October 6pm-Tpm

Statutory events (Spring 2024)

We will be conducting statutory consultation events in Spring 2024, Dates and locations of
events will be communicated to stakeholders and residents in due course.

IN-PERSON:

+ TBC 2pm-7pm
TBC

+ TBC2pm-7pm
TBC

WEBINAR:

+ TBC 6pm-Tpm
+ TBC 6pm-Tpm

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community Cons
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16. Our documents 17. Community access points

The following reports (listed below) will be prepared as part of the EIA and the ‘DCO’ Hard coples of this document and Phase Two consultation materials, including our leaflet,
process: Feedback form and PEIR, will be available for public inspection at the locations to be agreed
with the Council. We will provide copies of the consultation materials on a USB stick upon
Scoping Report: The PEIR will also detall any project reasonable request and for a small charge.
changes and pr ed mitigation
e ok measures. During our phase two
In August 2023, we published our Scoping 1 ation, we will publish the PEIR for -~

Report, which presented the Project
Envelope and outlined the processes we review and seek feedback. Please refer
cleriake \o assess potantiel hpecis to Sections 9 and 14 for more detailed
on the existing environment. Following information.
feedback from Local Planning Authorities
and statutory consultees, a Scoping Opinion ~ Environmental Statement
by the Planning Inspec (ES):
Both the

and Scoping Opinic
Planning Insp
infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.
uk/projects/north-west/dean-moor-solar-
farm/?ipcsection=overview.

Building upon the content of the PEIR
and incorporating responses from the
phase two consultation, stakeholder
engagement, and si

Preliminary Environmental (EIA) process. Similar to the PEIR, it will

Information Report (PEIR): describe eny project changes snd proposed

gatio res. The E S\“RL\ \
The PEIR will set out preliminary Ikag A PrtOs R, Developrient Gon {1&
environmental findings and information and ler ((DCO) application for submissio '
take account of the ing Opinion issued \ ~
by the Planning Insp Il & r
eedabck recieved during the non-statu !
e suitation and stakehoider ) \
ement. It will include the results \
ys and preliminary environm \
ments conducted thus far, p "

s ng —
eliminary understanding |

»f the Dean Moor \ -

e ‘

Lithium ion batteries \

C 2008058816
Indicative image of an energy storage container
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Solar Farm

18. Contact details

If you would like to obtain further information about the Dean Moor Solar Farm, please feel
free to get in Our tean n be reached through any of ti mm ation channels
listed below. For individuais requiring documents in large print, audio, or braile formats,
kindly contact us using the provided details. Please note that all graphs and maps included
in this document are purely for illustrative purposes.

‘. fo@deanmoorsolarfarm.com
A 0800 041 8643

p FREEPOST: DEAN MOOR SOLAR FARM

\

Firma Energy

ibvogt
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Appendix 3.2 Published 2024 SoCC

Solar Farm

Dean Moor
Solar Farm and BESS

Statement of Community Consultation
on behalf of FVS Dean Moor Limited

Regulation: 5(2)(q)

Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed
Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009
Planning Act 2008

February 2024

Prepared by Alpaca Communications
Document Reference: 6.01

\

Firma Energy

bvogt
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Consultation Zone 1 has been
expanded to include more local 1" 6. The Planning Act 2008 and consultation
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1. Introduction

FVS Dean Moor Ltd is inviting feedback from the local community on its proposals for
Dean Moor Solar Farm as part of a public consultation in fine with the requirements
of the Planning Act 2008 (‘2008 Act'). Dean Moor Solar Farm would generate enough
clean electricity to power approximately 50,000 typical family homes every year it s in
operation. The solar farm will assist in tackling the climate emergency and o help the
UK Government in meeting its target for net zero emissions by 2050.

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community Consultation
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2. Project description

The development of Dean Moor Solar Farm
('the Proposed Development’) would involve
the construction, operation, maintenance
and decommissioning of a grid connected
solar farm and Battery Energy Storage
System ('BESS') (‘the Project’) on
approximate 270 hectares (‘ha’) (420 acres)
of land located between Gilgarran and
Branthwaite in West Cumbria (‘the Site’).
The Proposed Development would include
arrays of solar photovoltaic (PV) modules,
battery energy storage and associated
infrastructure that will connect to the
existing Distribution Network Operator
(DNO) electricity network on the Site.

Dean Moor Solar Farm would to

The Battery Energy Storage Systems
(BESS) facility would be utilised to reinforce
the power generated by the solar farm,
storing energy at times of low demand

and releasing to the grid in periods of
higher demand or when solar iradiance is
lower. The energy stored will also provide
balancing services to maintain grid stability.

A full description of the physical
characteristics of the whole Proposed
Development and the land-use
requirements during the construction
and operational phases will be set out in
the Environmental Statement, Chapter
5: Development Description, which

the for a

local and national ‘Net Zero' targets with
an export capacity of up to 150 Megawatts
(MW) of renewable energy. The annual
output of the solar farm will provide
enough clean electricity to meet the annual
electricity demand of approximately 50,000
average family homes. This will have an
annual displacement of approximately
137,350 tonnes (t) of Carbon Dioxide
(CO2) compared with the same electricity
generated by fossil fuel sources.

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Cc ty Consultat

3. About us

\J

Firma Energy

Founded in 2021 by Rufus Salter and
Andrew Jones, Firma Energy is an
independent management owned business,
based in Leeds. The business has a focus
on creating and delivering value from
renewable energy developments with
environmental and social benefits.

Across the UK Firma Energy cumrently has
over 260 megawatts (MW) of Solar Farm
and 347MW of Battery Energy Storage
Systems (BESS) in development.

will

Development Consent Order (‘DCO’). For
the purposes of the statutory consultation
this will be set out in the “Prelimin:
Environmental Information Report” (PEIR)

ibvogt

for

ib vogt (IBV) is a leading developer
in utiity-scal

solar photovoltaic (PV) farms and BESS
With a 20-year history of global expertise,
1BV has been a significant player in the
UK solar industry, holding the position of
the second-largest solar developer in the
country from 2012 to 2017 and with over
40GW of development projects in the
pipeline globally.

1BV are committed to sustainable energy
and high-quality local development, a
commitment solidified by their participation
in the UN Global Compact. With over
490MWp of solar operations in the UK
their projects are designed and delivered
with consideration for communities at their
core. Through transparent communication
and investment in local employment, IBV
strive to empower local resiience while
addressing the global challenges of climate
change. The focus on development and
engineering excellence supports IBV's
mission to create a greener future through
renewable energy solutions.

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of
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4. Project overview

What is this document?

This document, known as a Statement of
Community Consultation ("SoCC), sets out
how FVS Dean Moor Ltd will consult with
the local community on its proposals for

a utility scale solar farm at Dean Moor in
Cumbria.

This version of the SoCC has been
prepared in advance of the first round of
consultation, which is non-statutory. The
SoCC will be revised and published again
prior to the statutory consultation stage.

Feedback from this round of consultation
and the statutory consuitation will inform the
final planning submission. It includes:

+ Adescription of the planning process
we must follow

How we have developed our approach
to consultation

+ How we will be consulting the local
community

+  How we will publicise the consultation
Next steps and further information

Why are we publishing this
document?

The proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm
is classified as a Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project (‘"NSIP") under
the 2008 Act. This means that, uniike
conventional planning applications,
which are determined by local planning
authorities, we must apply to the
Department for Energy Security and
Climate Change (‘DESNZ') for our
proposalis.

Part of this process requires us to publish
a statement of how we will consult with the
local community — known as an SoCC. The
consultation process is an opportunity to
influence our proposals before we submit
our 'DCO’ application. We very much want
feedback from the local community on our
propesals during our consultation.

5. The planning process

We are developing the proposed Dean
Moor Solar Farm under the 2008 Act. This
is because its proposed generating capacity
exceeds 50 megawatts ("MW"), which
means that, under the 2008 Act, Dean Moor
Solar Farm constitutes an NSIP requiring a
DCO

Unlike planning applications, which are
considered by local authorities, 'DCO
applications are submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate (‘PINS”). This independent
body administers the application process
on behalf of the relevant Secretary of State
In this case, the appropriate government
department is the Department for Energy
Security and Net Zero.

Further information on the 'DCO’
application process can be obtained

from PINS Advice Note 8 Overview of
the nationally significant infrastructure
planning process for members of the
public and others. This is avaslable on the
PINS website at the following link: https://
infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.
uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/
advice-note-eight-overview-of-the-
nationally-significant-infrastructure.
planning-process-for-members-of-the-
public-and-others/

Figure 1 on page 16 of this document
shows each stage of the planning process
for NSIPs. We anticipate submitting our
application in the third quarter of 2024

Banthwatte

Browtep
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6. The Planning Act 2008
and consultation

DCO's are governed by a fixed, statutory
process which requires us to consult with
persons with an interest in the proposed
land and certain bodies as prescribed
under section 42 of the 2008 Act. the

local community under section 47 of the
2008 Act; and to publicise the proposals
locally and nationaily under section 48

of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental
Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017
(‘EJA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed
role as consultees for those local authorities
which host the development and means
we will be following a well-established and
clear process to engage on our proposals.

We are at the stage in 2023 developing

our proposals where we will informally
consult - this is known as a non-statutory
consultation. We will use the feedback

that we receive during the non-statutory
consuitation to help us develop our
proposals for Dean Moor Solar Farm before
commencing the statutory consultation
period.

We anticipate reaching the formal statutory
consultation stage during the first quarter
of 2024. (see Figure 1). This stage is
known as statutory consultation. We will
use the feedback that we receive during
the statutory consultation to help us further
develop our final proposals for Dean Moor
Solar Farm before submitting our 'DCO"
application.

As part of our 'DCO’ application, we will
submit a Consultation Report detailing our
approach to consultation, the feedback
that we received during the non-statutory
and statutory consultations, and how we
have had regard to it. When considering
our ‘DCO’ appiication, The Planning
Inspectorate must consider whether the
consultation that we have undertaken has
been adequate.

11

Indicative image of an energy storage container
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7. Environmental Impact

Assessment

For the proposed Dean Moor Solar
Farm, we are required o carry out an

significant adverse effects.
We will report on this process in a

called an

Impact
("EIA”) of our proposals as part of the
planning process. This is by virtue of the
proposed scheme being considered ‘EIA
development’ for the purpose of the EIA
Regulations.

This means we must assess the likely
significant environmental effects of our
proposals and, where

Statement ("ES”) when we submit our
'DCO’ application.

During the statutory consultation process,
we will be sharing, and seeking feedback
on, the preliminary results of our ongoing
environmental assessments. We do

this via a document called a Preliminary

mitigation that is proposed to avoid,
prevent, reduce or, if possible, offset any

8. More information

You can find more information
in the "DCO’ process on the PIN

infrastructure planninginspectorate.gov.uk, or by caling PINS on

describe

08 Act,

Report (PEIR).

PINS and its role and how to participate
ure Planning website - https:/
3 444 5000,

rement of Community Consultation

9. Our public consultation process

We are currently in the process of
conducting consultations for Dean Moor
Solar Farm. The feedback and comments
we receive from stakeholders are of great
importance as they will help shape the final
design of the project, which will later be
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for
evaluation.

Our goal is to ensure that communities
interested in this project can engage
effectively without the need for duplicate
feedback submissions. We strongly believe
that this coordinated approach brings
numerous benefits, such as:

Efficiency for respondents

Clarity for communities: clearly aligning
programmes and providing information
on the project in consultation literature

allows us to clearly explain our project

in single documents

Our consultation will consist of two phases
of consultation for both projects, including

A non-statutory phase one consultation,
lasting 30 days will be heid from 3rd
October 2023 - 3rd November 2023

A statutory phase two consultation
lasting for 10 weeks from Monday 11th
March 2024 - Friday 24th May 2024
This SoCC relates to the carrying out of
the phase two statutory consultation.

Phase one consultation
(3rd October 2023 -
3rd November 2023)

This non-statutory consultation
Introduced our early-stage proposals
for the Dean Moor Solar Farm to

the local communities. We received
feedback on our initial proposals and
suggestions from the communities,
based on local knowledge of the area.
All of this feedback has been useful for
us to understand and consider as we
develop and refine our proposals.

Phase two consultation (11th March 2024 - 24th May

2024)

The statutory consultation, in accordance
With Section 47 of the Planning Act, will
aliow us to update interested parties on
our proposais for the Dean Moor Solar
Farm. We will consult on more detailed
proposals alongside presenting the
findings of the environmental studies

that have been carried out to date, which
will be published in our Preliminary
Environmental Information Report
(PEIR). The phase two consuitation is the
consultation that we must carry out by law.
More details of what we will be consuiting
on are listed in Section 11 of this SoCC
and the methods for how we will consult
are listed in Section 13. As well as the
ccommunity consultation in accordance
with Section 47, this consultation also
includes:

Consultation with prescribed bodies
such as Natural England, the
Environment Agency and National
Highways (under Section 42 of the
2008 Act).

Consuitation with host and
neighbouring Local Planning
Authorities (under Section 43 of the
2008 Act);

Consultation with any persons with

an Interest in the land affected by the
Project (under Section 44 of the 2008
Act); and general public consultation
on the Project (under Section 48 of the
2008 Act)

During our phase two consultation, we will
actively seek feedback on the findings of
the PEIR, The full PEIR, along with a non-
technical summary, will be accessible for
review as part of the consultation process.
To ensure convenient access, the PEIR
will be made available electronically on
our project website. Additionally, as part
of our statutory notices, we will provide

a service for requesting copies of the
complete PEIR.

For the convenience of interested
stakeholders, hard copies of our
community consultation documents will be
sent via post upon request. Please refer to
Section 13 for more detailed information
on this process,

Once we submit the ‘DCO’ application
1o the Planning Inspectorate, interested
parties will have the opportunity to
formally comment on our proposals

for the Dean Moor Solar Farm. The
Planning Inspectorate will facilitate public
engagement by inviting views on the
proposals, Interested parties will have
the ability to register and submit their
representations for consideration during
the examination process.

For guidance and further information on
this process, please visit the Planning
Inspectorate’s website at:https:/
infrastructure.planninginspectorate.
gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/
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Dean Moor Solar Farm |

Consultation reporting

As part of the ‘DCO’ application to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate, planned
for Winter 2024, we will publish a consultation report that:

+ Describes our consuitation process

+ Explains how we have satisfied and
adhered to legal requirements
Details how we have worked with
local authorities to ensure our
consultation is suitable for the area
through the proposals set out in this
SoCC

10. Timing

Summer 2023 3rd October

11th March

+  Details the feedback and consuitation
responses we have received

+ Responds to the feedback we have
received, including explaining how we
have listened to feedback and how it
has influenced our proposais

Winter 2024 Spring 2025

2023 - 2024 - 2ath

3rd November
2023

May 2024

Statutory

by Plannin
Inspectorate

Figure 1: Proposed Timeline for Engagement and Submission

ment of Community Consultation

12. Who will we consult?

We will consult widely in accordance with
this SoCC and encourage participation

in the consultation from any person or
group who may be directly impacted by the
proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm. We have
defined & series of ‘zones of consultation'
for the purpose of consulting with the local
community under section 47 of the 2008
Act

These recognise the fact that levels of
potential impact and interest are likely
to vary with geography and inform the
techniques we will use to consult

Zone  Parameters

Zone1  Any person or group ik
Solar Farm by virtue of th

These zones are set out in Table 1 and
visible in Figures 2 & 3

The launch dates for each stage of
consultation will be announced and
published at least 10 days before the start
of that consultation stage. This will be done
in @ number of ways, which are outiined in
Section 13

directly impacted by the proposed Dean Moor

ing or working in proximity to the site.

Zone2  Any person or group living in proximity to the site, but outside of Zone 1
This zone is defined by the boundaries of the parishes of Dean, Arlecdon &
Frizington, Distington, and Winscales

People living and working in the host local authority area of Cumberland
Council outside of consuitation Zone 1

Neighbouring district, county and unitary authorities within the administrative

s of

Westmorland and Furness

Lancaster District Counc
th Yorkshire Council

Northumberland Council

Table 1: Zones of consultation

Coundil

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community Consultation
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11. What will be consulted on?

During the consultation periods we will be asking for views on:

The proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm

The short term and long-term impacts of the proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm including
«  Construction impacts
+ Environmental impacts
+ Operational impacts

Impacts from decommissioning

Other impacts during the and periods,

such as socioeconomic and cumulative impacts
Proposed mitigation of these impacts
The contribution that Dean Moor Solar Farm could make to the local community
The PEIR (at statutory consultation only)

ndicative im

of energy st

19

re 2: Map of the Site and Zone 1 boundary
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Dean Moor Solar Farm

Lamplugh

Consultation

13. How will we be consulting?

use a range of techniques
ith different needs a

How we will publicise consultation
within this zone

all addresses within

1o elected rep
a parish, Cumbria Cou
v, and Parliament

as community

ing Q8As and a po
ties, p ou
ps within the zo:
e the consultation

tor:
dio Cumbria, BEC Look
East anc BC N

Dean Moor Solar Farm | S

d to allo
These are

How we will consult within this zone

providing at an eary
on o the proposals and thy
ntact details of the project team
nding a copy of a consultation booklet
viding a non-technical overview o
the proposed Dean Moor Sola n
the EIA process, the consuitati
planning process, how to take part in the
and proposed next steps to all

on regarding the

y to ask questio

a. The

We will also consult and continue our
engagement with a range of other statutory
consultees as required by section 42 and
section 48 of the 2008 Act and regulation
13 of the EIA Regulations, and additional
organisations that we recognise to have an
interest in the proposed Dean Moor Solar
Farm. These groups include, but are not
limited to:

«  Economic interest groups and
organisations such as local enterprise
partnerships (LEPs) and chambers of
commerce

Heritage consultees inciuding Historic
England and the National Trust
Environmental consultees including
Natural England and the Environment
Agency

+ Infrastructure providers such as
National Highways and National Grid
Conservation groups such as the
RSPB, CPRE Cumbria, and the
Cumbria Wildlife Trust

Ongoing engagement

Anybody Is weicome to get in touch with

us at any point before, during or between
stages of consultation. Our contact details
are listed in Section 18 of this SoCC.
Feedback will be considered as part of the
detailed design process and incorporated
where possible. Where this is not possible
for technical reasons, we will explain this in
our Consultation Report. You will also have
the opportunity to formally comment on our
proposals for the Dean Moor Solar Farm
when the ‘DCO’ application is submitted to,
and accepted by, the Planning Inspectorate.

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Comemunity

Zone  How we will publicise consultation

within this zone

consultation zone 2

* Writing to elected representatives ata
parish, Cumberiand Council electoral
division, and Pariiamentary level, as
well as community groups, within the
zone with details of the consultation

+ Sharing a consultation information
pack including Q8As and a poster with
local authorities, parish councis and
community groups within the zone to
allow them to promote the consultation
through existing communications
channels

2 * Writing to all addresses within

+ Publicising the consultation in the
following newspapers circulating in the
consultation zone: the News and Star,
the Whitehaven News, and the Times
and Star

« Publicising the consultation to regional
and local broadcasters including BBC
Radio Cumbria, BBC Look North (North

21

Seldom heard groups

We have developed our consultation to be
accessible to all groups in the community.
We recognise that some individuals or
groups may have difficulties taking part

in the consultation process for a range of
reasons. We have identified a number of
organisations representing seldom heard
groups in the consultation area. These
organisations will be contacted ahead of
phase two consultation to ensure that our
approach best meets the needs of their
members, We are hosting different formats
of free-to-use communications channels

to ensure our consultation is as accessible
as possible. These formats include email,
phone and post. We will aiso be using a
combination of in person and digital formats
such as in person events and webinars.
We will also continue to notify them of
consultation opportunities. Identified seldom
heard groups include:

+ Age UK West Cumbna

+ Cumbria Deaf Association

Triple A (All About Autism)

Autism Support Allerdale and Copeland
The W1 Cumbria-Westmoriand
Federation

Allerdale Disability Association
Owl Blue Cumbria

Cumbria Young Farmers Clubs
West Cumbria Society for the Blind
England

Anti Racist Cumbria

23

How we will consult within this zone

+ Sending a copy of a consutation booklet
providing a non-technical overview of
the proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm,
the EIA process, the consultation and
planning process, how to take part in the
consultation, and proposed next steps 1o all
addresses in consultation zone 2

+ Inviting enquiries and responses online
through the consultation website, by
freephone, freepost or email. This will
provide a variety of means for consultees o
respond in a way convenient to them

* Hosting webinars which will include a
presentation regarding the proposals and
an opportunity to ask questions. Dates
for the webinars are included later in this
document and will also be made available in
consultation publicity

+ Inviting elected representatives to take part
in briefings through a digital meeting

+ Contacting community and voluntary
organisations within consultation zone 2 to

East and Cumbria), BBC North West offer drect engagement

. g the via . of
Facebook advertisements online at the consultation website

+ Publishing details of the consultation | + Provision of copies of the Preliminary
online at Report for
com/ review, as well as copies of the consutation

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community

booklet and questionnaire, at deposit points
in the local area. The PEIR will aiso be
available on the project website
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How we will publicise consultation
within this zone

g to al councillors at
Cumberland Council and West
and Furness C

+ Wriing to all parish

authorities, parish
munity groups within the zone:
+ Publicising the con:

nbria), BBC North West

th ation online
g details of the consultation
at www.deanmoorsolarfarm.

hing details ns
at www.deanmoorsolarfarm.

Dean Moor Solar Farm

26

How we will consult within this zone

y 10 ask tions 5
for the webinars will be made avallable in

tives to take part
gital meeting

the consultation websi

+ Inviting enquiries and respon:
through the consultation website, by
freephone, freepost or email

nent of Community Consultation

14. Consultation information

We will produce a range of materials
providing information as part of the
consultation including:

« Aconsultation booklet providing a
non-technical overview of the proposed
Dean Moor Solar Farm including key
plans, the EIA process, the consultation
and planning process, proposed next
steps, and how to find out more and
view other consultation documents

Presentations to be given as part

of webinars, which will be recorded
and made availabie for viewing after
the event on the project website at
www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com.

The PEIR, accompanied by a non-
technical summary (for the statutory
consuitation)

A consultation questionnaire designed
1o collect responses to the consuitation

+ The SoCC

The PEIR will also incorporate the results
of the environmental surveys that we

have completed to date and set out our
preliminary conclusions on the likely
significant effects of the proposed Dean
Moor Solar Farm on the environment. It will
also give information about some of the
mitigation measures that may be proposed
to reduce or avoid those effects, so as to
assist respondents in making well-informed
responses to the consuitation.

Coples of consultation information will be
made available for review free of charge
online at www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com.

Hard copies of the consultation
booklet, questionnaire and SoCC will
also be made available free of charge
on request. Consultation materials will

include guidance on what respondents
can influence through the consultation
and how we will have regard to their
responses.

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community Consultation

15. Public information events

Non-statutory events (3rd October 2023 - 3rd November 2023)
IN-PERSON:

*  Tuesday 17 October 2pm-7pm
Dean Kirkstile Hall, Workington CA14 4TH

Wednesday 18 October 2pm-7pm

Solway Lounge, Hunday Manor, Winscales, Workington, Cumbria, CA14 4JF
WEBINAR:

*  Thursday 19 October 6pm-7pm

+ Monday 30 October 6pm-7pm

Statutory events (11th March 2024 - 24th May 2024)

We will be conducting statutory consultation events in Spring 2024, Dates and locations of
events may be found below.

IN-PERSON:

*  Tuesday 19th March 2pm.
Distington Community Centre, Church Rd, Distington, Workington CA14 5TE

Wednesday 20th March 2pm-7pm
Dean Kirkstile Hall, Dean, Workington CA14 4TH

*  Thursday 21st March 2pm-7pm
Hunday Manor, Workington CA14 4JF

WEBINAR:
+  Tuesday 16th April, 6pm - 7pm
+  Thursday 18th April, 6pm - 7pm

Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Community Consultation
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16. Our documents 17. Community access points

The following reports (listed below) will be prepared as part of the EIA and the ‘DCO’ Hard coples of this document and Phase Two consultation materials, including our leaflet,
process: Feedback form and PEIR, will be available for public inspection at the locations below. We

will provide copies of the consultation materials on a USB stick upon reasonable request and

Scoping Report: The PEIR will also detail any project for a small charge.

changes and proposed mitigation
In August 2023, we published our Scoping fge“asnll;s nDum our pg»lasnel:.v(;E(R’ :
Report, which presented the Project SHYIASIS NS WIN PUDRSH.ENS s
E:ﬁ’g;ope e ;mmd s p,oceisos = review and seek feedback. Please refer Distington Library Frizington Library
will undieriake T assess potarilisl KTpecks to Sections 9 and 14 for more detailed + Monday: 10am—2pm + Monday: 2pm—Spm
on the existing environment. Following information. + Tuesday: 10am — 2pm + Tuesday: CLOSED

feedback from Local Planning Authorities .
and smhnurv onsultees, a Scoping Opinion  Environmental Statement

(ES):

Wednesday: CLOSED * Wednesday: 2pm - 5pm
Thursday: 10am - 2pm + Thursday. CLOSED
Friday: 10am-2pm «  Friday: 9.30am - 12pm
+  Saturday: CLOSED +  Saturday: CLOSED

v Building upon the content of the PEIR
we"*-l“ h"ps N and incorporating responses from the Workington Library St Oswalds Church at Dean
infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov. phase two consultation, stakeholder
uk/projects/north-westidean-moor-s0lar-  gnoagement, and survey results, the ES
tarmgipcesction=overviow; will outiine the assessment and conclusions
of the Environmental Impx Assessment
Preliminary Environmental (ElA) s jlar to the PEIR, it will
Information Report (PEIR): describe any project changes and proposed
mitigation measures. The E be an
integral part of the Development Consent
Order ('DCO’) application for submission

Monday: 9am - 6pm * Monday: 9am - 6pm
Tuesday: 9am - 5pm Tuesday: Sam - 6pm
Wednesday: 9am - 6pm Wednesday: 9am — 6pm
Thursday: 9am - 5pm Thursday: 9am - 6pm
Friday: 9am - 5pm Friday: 9am - 6pm
Saturday. Sam - 2pm « Saturday: 9am - 6pm

| set out preliminary
tal findings and information and
take account of the Scoping Opinion issued
by the Planning Inspectorate as well a:
ed during
onsultation and stak
engagement. It will inciude the r of
s and preliminary environmental
ssments conducted thus far, providing
s with a preliminary understanding
al imp: of the Dean Moor
al environr

cative Image of an energy storage container

Dean Moor Solar Farm | ment of Community Consultation Dean Moor Solar Farm | Statement of Co
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Solar Farm

18. Contact details

If you would fike to obtain further information about the Dean Moor Solar Farm, please feel
free to get in fouch. Our team can be reached through any of the communication channels
listed below. For individuals requiring documents in large print, audio, or braille formats
kindly contact us using the pr details. Please note that all graphs and maps included
in this document are purely for illustrative purposes.

[ info@deanmoorsolarfarm.com

(. 0800041 8643

p FREEPOST: DEAN MOOR SOLAR FARM

\

Firma Energy

=ibvogt
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Appendix 3.3 Correspondence relating to the SoCC
typo

Initial email trail accepting the draft SoCC:

Tuesday, October 15, 2024 at 12:25:05 British Summer Time

Subject RE: Dean Moor Solar Farm Statem ent of Community Consultation - Response needed by 19th of December
Date: Thursday 21 December 2023 at 11:00:37 Greenwich Mean Time

From:

To:

ce:

Attachments: image001 jpg. im age002 jog. Imag
1 can confirm no further comment on the SoCC at this stage

Have & super Christmas break!
-

Senior Manager — Planning and Development | Thriving Place and Investment
Place, Sustainable Growth and Transport | Cumberland Council
Allerdale House | Workington | Cumbria | CA14 3YJ

T

cumberland.gov.uk

v

* Health and wellbeing is
at the heart of everything we do

Cumberiand .
Council m & &~

Subject: RE: Dean Moor Solar Farm Statement of Community Consultation - Response needed by 19th of December

WARNING: This email originated cutside of Allerdale Borough Council.
DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

i

Hopefully you're ‘winding down' for Christmas. My last day working before Christmas today.

Thanks again for the previous comments on the SoCC. | note the consultation conchuded on the 190 I'm not expecting any further comments
from you, based on your previous feedback, however for the avoidance of doubt can you confirm there are no further comments on the SoCC?
Happy to mcorporate any additional comments you may have, if required. Or to provide an extension if needed

As | mentioned, the SoCC's a ‘kve’ document (whach we wil publish, but update as necessary), and there's opportundy to change and update
it after the formal consultation in any case

KR,

RTPI

Associate Panner

Stantec
2nd Ploor Ada Lovelace Building, Upper Richardson Road
Exeter Clyst Honllon EXS 2FS

@ Stantec

fyDoeo

6 SV 09T WS 1§ TS I gty F SISV CAOLRT A D 300 WOIGA, TSRO, O USOE B B (O SRS W STANSE'S ATTIA SUINGATION 1 P B AT D TSN B8 B0 S
copven arvd 2ty wn vatanely
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nday, December 223 PM

stantec.com>

Subject: FW: Dean Moor Solar Farm Statement of Community Consultation - Resporse needed by 19th of December

|
Comment ivon-o note.

Regards

!on:or Hanagor - Planning and Development | Thriving Place and Investment
Place, Sustainable Growth and Transport | Cumberland Council
Allerdale House | Workington | Cumbria | CA14 3YJ

M,
cumberland.gov.uk

v

ﬁ Health and wellbeing is
at the heart of everything we do

Cumberland .
Council LOur values I .

Avbtiows  Coldbaciivn Compuisonsts Unpometng  Wownstvs

Cut rland gowuk>
2023 8:30 AM
k>

As per our chat, | don't have much to add other than to suggest that the relevant Community Panels form part of the
consultation group. These are unique to Cumberland Council.

There's alsc a reference to ‘Cumbria Council’ which needs altered to say Cumberland Council.
Thanks

Zone How we will publicise consultation
within this zone
How we will consult within this zone

1 « Wrriting 10 all addresses within consultation zone 1

* Wnting to elected representatives at a pansh, Cumbna Councd electoral division, and Pariamentary level, as well as community groups,
within the zone with desails of the consultation

Regards

Communications and Engagement Manager | Communications
Strategy, Policy and Performance | Cumberland Council

Ci ickargate | Carlisle | CA3 8QG

T.

M
cumberland gov.uk

20f9
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v

Health and wellbeing is
at the heart of everything we do

s
Council values O &

Ambiious  Colaborative Compassionate Empowering  Inovative

Cumberland. govuk>

Ce werland govuk>
Subject: FW: Dean Moor Solar Farm Statement of Community Consultation - Response needed by 19th of December

vi

Prior to this formal submission | consulted [l ¢ yoursetf on the draft. He response was supportive st the informal consultation
with nothing substantive to add.

| was just wondering if there was anything that you wanted to respond on from the attached before the consultation pericd ends?
-krwm- from a policy perspective anything to add on the SoCC?
Happy to discuss.

Regards

Senior Manager - Planning and Development | Thriving Place and Investment
Place, Sustainable Growth and Transport | Cumberland Council
Allerdale House | Workington | Cumbria | CA14 3YJ

B B
M
cumberland.gov.uk

v

ﬁ Health and wellbeing is
at the heart of everything we do

Cumberland "
Council m L

Ardtonn  Coubastive Composansie Erpumeing  Wewestvs

Sent: 20 November 2023 14:00

pacacomm unications. con antec.com>

Subject: RE: Dean Moor Solar Farm Statement of Community Consultation - Response needed by 19th of December

WARNING: This email originated outside of Allerdale Borough Council.
DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

vero il

Hope you had a good weekend

Thanks again for your previous feedback on the Dean Moor Solar Farm Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) on the 10™ of

November (email below). Following this informal consultation, we are now required to formally consult you in accordance with Section 47 of
1he Planning Act (2008) The Council has 28 days to respond, and the period would run up to the 19™ of
December 2023.

30f9
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| have attached the SoCC, as wall as a cover lefter which formalises this notification o this email

The only substantive change to the SoCC from the version which you praviously agreed s to the ‘zones of consultation’ Zone 1 Study Area
(see excerpt below). As | previously explaned within my earher amad (below), due 10 the relatively sparsely populated area, for the non
statutory consultation, we expanded Zone 1 bayond the 500m which would typically be included for such projects. Within this version of the
S0CC, we have danfied the boundary, and on this bass Zone 1 now Inciudes the villages of Gilgarran, Branthwade, Browtop, Ullock, Pica and
Asby We have a@so included nearby farms, and propertias in Winscalkes south of the A595, which may have views over the Site.

For context, the SoCC is a live document, and will be updated as the project progresses. This would inchude amendments to address any
additional feedback you provide. We will publish it on our wabsite ahead of the Statutory Consultation which is planned for February next year

1 ook forward 1 hearning from you. Please get in touch f you have any questions

KR,

Associate Planner

Direct

xt
ntec.com

Stantec
2na Floor Ada Lovelace Bulling. Upper Richardson Road
Exeter Clyst Honllon EXS 2F S

@ Stantec

fyDoo

Tre canmet of s s T Canfidertiel opety of SUanms e SO 16t e G modted, STaTRTIN, O Ued B i Searvec yw
o e sy s ey

from: [ b rlon d. gov.uk>

Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 4:05 PM

Rslantec.com>

Subject: RE: Dean Moor Solar Farm draft St of € ity C It ati

-

Hope all well and look forward to catching up on the scheme progress when we can

I've had feedback from our deputy chief exec who looks at policy and comms and they suggest the draft SoCC is very comprehensive with
nothing to add

1 would suggest informally that gives you a high degree of comfort that the council is satisfied with the approach. As a benchmark Im
assuming you have already reviewed the sovereign SCls.

Hope this assists.

4 of9
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Regerds

Senior Manager ~ Planning and Development | Thriving Place and Investment
Place, Sustainable Growth and Transport | Cumberland Council
Allerdale House | Workington | Cumbria | CA14 3YJ

T
M
cumberland.gov.uk

v

ﬁ Health and wellbeing is
et at the heart of everything we do
“Council LOur values ] -

At Coibiive Comprisianste Gmponntng  Woecse

Sent: 10 November 2023 15:57

To

dale gov.uk>

Subject: RE: Dean Moor Solar Farm draft Statement of Community Consultation

alpacacon ications. com

WARNING: This email originated outside of Allerdale Borough Council.
DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

o |

Have you had a change 10 consider the below? As | say, would be good 1o have informal mput on the SoCC befora we issue it formally

KR

Stantec
2ng Floor Ada Lovelace Builiing, Upper Richardson Road
Exeter Clyst Honiton EXS 2FS

@ Stantec

fyDeo

The camnt of s eva 8 e carfisertil propecty o Stanie: ane Shoud ol be % ped moEFad, reYaNTEd, O Lsed B amy AUPOI excest wih Shrter’s artien mtherTaton 1o e NSt T tented reaghent Seane delete ol
e ad ety 13 vt ey

From:
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 12:05 PM
To: Ce:

Palpacaco mmunications.co

Subject: Dean Moor S0l

Hent-

1 hope this email finds you well

As part of the preparation for our planned statutory consultation in early 2024, we have prepared the attached draft Statement of
Commun ity Consultation (SOCC) for the Council to review. We are planning to formally consult the Council in two or three weeks time (mid
November), but before doing this we would ideally have your informal input

Request for Cumberiand Council’'s input to the draft SoCC

| have highlighted the key areas we would particularly appreciate the Council’s feedback on ahead of the formal consultation:

50f9
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+ Section 12 - Who we will consult, and the proposed Zones of Consultation
Section 13 — How we will be consulting, and how this will be publicised

I note that for the purpose of the non Statutory Consultation, Zone 1 Study Area on Figure 2 in Section 12 was extended to indude
Gilgarran and Branthwaite. Zone 1is the area where we write to people and/ or provide |eaflet drops. Due to the relatively spare
population in the vicinity of the Site, we took the view that the 500m Zone 1 extent, which would typically used for such developments
would have not included enough people to make it a i il ion. We're still i in hearing from people outside this
area, but there are other means by which we will advertise the statutory consultation. Subject to your agreement, we’re considering
taking a similar approach going forward, so the Zone 1 boundary would be amended accordingly.

We're still working through the responses to the cngeing non statutory consultation, and as you'd expect there were a few people who
would have liked to have raceived a leaflet, but did not. We're g whether any are needed. We'll obviously contact
people who provide their contact detasls by email in any case.

Non Statutory Consultation Update

For awareness, the consultation events in Branthwaite and at the Hunday Manor were reasonably well attended (44 pecple over two
days) given the relarively sparsely populated area around the Site. We've also held a webinar, with 6 people who attended. It's available
online to be viewed retrospectively.

In terms of feedback, so far there has been a good proportion of people who are supportive, or at least not in opposition.

As you would expect, the people most concerned were those who were living nearest to the Site. it was good to see that those nearby
residents with a potential direct visual impact were mostly in attendance at the events. They're obviously keen to see how we will be
ensuring the project minimises its impact on their wews.

It would helpful if you could come back to me on my email regarding the times to meet next week. Appreciate half term will be having an
impact on workloads and availability within the Council

Your feedback on the draft SoCC isimportant to us, and we would be grateful for any insights you could provide at this stage of developing
our approach to consultation. We aim to ensure that our statutory consultation aligns with the Council's expectations and requirements.

Kind Regards
IRTPI
Drrect:
Direct xt
)Stantec com
Stantec

2ng Ficor Ada Lovelace Builoing, Upper Richardson Road
Exeter Clyst Honilon EXS 2F S

@ Stantec

fYyDoed

Tre sanient of s eval 5 e sarfidertel ieove-ty of Sk 40 S0 L DE e TOAEL, KV IS, O u3ed B ary BuPo e xSt wih Slarker’s Wit s MNEMOn f rou B 6T etended reaperl ease deleie of
e e notdy e erredaety

Kind regards,
York Way, Lon J
From: Dstantec.com>
Date: Wednesday, 18 October 2023 at 14:26
ralpacacommunications. com>

Dalpacacon

\munications.com>, @stan Qr
@stantec.com>, PibvogL.com”

Dtantec.com>,|
@ibvogt com>
ubject: SoCC email to Council

<

I've been trying to set a meeting with Cumberiand Councll while on Site -sas reminding me that the Statutory consutation is planned for
early November, and we'd |deally have some feedback from them in the shor term

untortunatety [loo Iom Cumberiand weren't abie t make our last proposed meeting, and the next date[lBes suggestea this
morning is after half term

On this DBSIS.-IBS suggested that you would be able to prepare a short email to the Councll summarising the key points for their
agreement (on the study area, and genaral approach to public consultation). We coukd aiso attach a draft of the dcocument

As we're both tied up with the even today, and with traveling back tomorrow, could you progress this, and send [[Jlpnd | a draft?
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SSOCIale Manner

Stantec
2nd Floor Ada Lovelace Building, Upper Richardson Road
Exeter Clyst Honllon EX5 2FS
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Cumberiand Councl
Workington Office, Allerdale House, Warkington, Cumbria, CA14 3v)

Follow us on

The views oxpressed (a this document are those of the indridual and are not necessanly the same as the Councl's

This ele ctroni transmission is only intended for the individual of entity 1o which it is adcressed and may contain information that Is privile ged, confdential and exempt from
disclosure. f you are not the intended recipient o employe e or agents respansible for delivering the message to the intended recipient you are hereby aotified that ary
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication and its attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error please notify us by
telephone and rewurn the original comm usication and attachments 1 us at the e-mail address above. The Councl & not re sponsible for any changes made to this message
after 1 has been sent

The information contained in this emall, and any response 10 it, may be subject to disclosure as requi
Unless the information requested is exempt from disclosure, we cannot guarantes that we will not
informaton.

his fooknote also confirms that this email message has been swept for the presence of computer vinuses.

ormation Act 2000
s email to a third party making a request for

d by law ndiuding under the Freedom of In
owice il or part o

Caution:

Altention

Atencion C 100

50 oGS [1ease 560 . whw

Cumberland Cosncl
Workington Office, Allerdale House, Workington, Cumbria, CA4 3v)
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Follow us on:
Web: hitps://
Twitter: hi
Facebook: htt|

ouncil
ps://www.facebook com/Cumber landCouncil/

EMAIL DISCLA R
The views expressed in this document are those of the individual and are not necessarily the same as the Council's.

This electronic transmission is only intended for the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain Information that s privileged, confidential and exempt from
disclosure. ¥ you are not the Intended recipient or employee or agents responsible for dellvering the message to the intended recipient you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication and its attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error please notify us by
telephone and return the original communication and attachments to us at the e-mail address above. The Council is not responsible for any changes made to this message
after it has been sent.

The information contained in this email, and any response to it, may be subject to disclosure as required by law Iincluding under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
Unless the d is exempt from disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide all or part of this email to a third party making a request for
information.

This footnote also confirms that this email message has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.

This e-mail and its may include confi ial i ion or protectively marked material up to OFFICIAL SENSITIVE and should be handled
accordingly and, is solely for use by the intended recipient(s). If you have received this e-mail and its attachments in error, please notify the sender
immediately, delete them and do not disclose, copy, distribute, disclose or retain any part of them. The views and opinions expressed by the author are not
necessarily those of Cumberland Council. The Council has scanned this e-mail and its attachments to ensure that they are virus free. The Council can take
no responsibility if a virus Is actually present and you are advised to make the appropriate checks to confirm that they are virus free. Any email and
contents sent or received by the Council may need to be disclosed by the Council under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Any personal information

contained within this email and its h must be p din ds with the Data Legislation. For further information on how
Cumberland Council will process your personal information, please visit the Council’s pi Y at hitps: //wwaw.c land. gov.uk/your-
council/d. d-privacy/ privacy-notice

Cumberland Council
ffice, Allerdall 3 Cumbria, CA14 3v)

Follow us on:
Web: httos://www.cumberland gov.uk
Twitter: hitps/Awitter com /Cumber

EMAIL DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in this document are those of the individual and are not necessarily the same as the Council's.

This electronic transmission is only intended for the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from
disclosure. i you are not the intended recipient or employee or agents responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication and its attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error please notify us by
telephone and return the original communication and attachments to us at the e-mail address above. The Council is not responsible for any changes made to this message
after It has been sent.

The information contained In this email, and any response to it, may be subject to disclosure as required by law including under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
Unless the is exempt from disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide all or part of this emall toa third party making a request for
information.

This footnote also confirms that this email message has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.

Caution: Tl

Attention: C

Atencion:

Cumberland Council
Office, 3 Cumbria, CA14 3V)

Follow us on:
Web: hites;//www.cumberfand.gov.uk

Twitter: https//witter.com/CumberlandCouncil
Facebook: hittps://www.facebook.com/CumberlandCouncil/

EMAIL DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in this document are those of the Individual and are not necessarily the same as the Council's.
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This electronic transmission Is only intended for the individual or entity to which It is addressed and may contain Information that Is privileged, confidential and exempt from
disclosure. I you are not the intended reciplent or employee or agents responsible for dellvering the message to the Intended reciplent you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication and its attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error please notify us by
telephone and return the original communication and attachments to us at the e-mail address above. The Council is not responsible for any changes made to this message
after &t has been sent

The information contained in this email, and any response to it, may be subject to disclosure as required by law including under the Freedom of Information Act 2000
Unless the information requested is exempt from disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we will not provide all or part of this email to a third party making a request for
information.

This footnote also confirms that this email message has been swept for the presence of computer viruses.

Caution: This email originated from outside of Stantec. Please take extra precaution

Attention: Ce courriel provient de l'extérieur de Stantec. Veuillez prendre des précautions supplémentaires

Atencion: Este correo electrénico proviene de fuera de Stantec. Por favor, tome precauciones adicionales
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Tuesduy, Octaber 15, 2024 at 12:28:20 British Summer Time

P Dean Mo Issue with the Statement of Community Consuttamion

Morday 12 Augs b Suermer Tene

Afterncon,

See response 10 the email RE The SoCC

He Coesn't directty aodress or acknowedge any of £, but expect although kieally he WOud, It's 0K, s | Was clear IS was just for mformation

As @scussed, dunng the meeting we had, ater my expianation. he gave a bref (and comect) summary of his Bke on the situatan 1o Indicate he uno:

Startec
2nd Floor Ada Lovelace Buldrg, Upper Richardson Road
Exater Clyst Hovton EX5 S

() stantec
fyDed

T o T 0 0 AN O 5 A 0 4 0 o O, L 14y O i D A R MMM T4 T N . i e R 18 6 R4 Ty ey

From. «
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 11:51 AM

Ject: KE: D0an Moor Solar Farm - Issue with the Statemant of Community Consultation

It was good to catch up on the proect - much appreciatad
As we discussed the council planning team wil continue to engage #s practically possible and be your first point of contact

Kind regards

Senior Manager — Planning and Development | Thriving Place and Investment
Ptace, Sustainable Growth and Transport | Cumberiand Council
Allerdale House | Workington | Cumbna | CA14 3YJ

T
M

cumberland.gov.uk

v

* Health and wellbeing is
at the heart of everything we do

Cumberfand
Council [0ur vaiues TG “

sSubject: Dean Moor Solar Farm - Issue with the Statement of Community Consultabon

WARNING: This email onginated outside of Allerdale Borough Counail.
DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content i

-

It waas good 1o meet with you eariier this week

As discussed, | have provided the below summary of the issue which occured regarding e consualion amangements which are described within e Project's
Stalement of Community Consultation (S0CC)  We'l Issue a separate minute of

1of4
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the o agreed with the Council

When developing the SoCC, we ntally proposed (1o the Councl) that our Zone 1 consultation area (the area we would write to peaple ) should be a 500m buffer
@ound the Sie YWith residents withn 500m (n Zone 1) receiving Consultation INFOMation deliverad 10 thair homes. As the popuiation Witnin S00m was 5o sparse,
fprior 1o the consultation, we agreed with the Counc fo extend the boundary of Zone 1 10 Include a wider area, paricularly the closest dwelings and vilages
[Brantiwaite, Giganan, part of Vinscales, Browtop, Lilock and Asby). The agreed boundary is Shown in biue on the below excerpt from the SoCC below

What actually happened

We updatec the SOCC to refiect the agreed extended Zone 1. but 0K not update the SoCC In relation © Zone 2 The pubished SOCC ncluded the earlier (and
SUpEseded) commilment whese we S we woukd Send consuialon Infarmaton © aadresses In Zone 2. For contexl, Ihis mean! 1 I he SoCC. Zone 2 had tne
same arrangements as Zone 1

| can confrm that the following actions were unceriaken to Inform he reskients Iving in Zone 2:

* The entsety of Zone 2 was covered by our online advertising via Facebook/instagram, 1o the effect that these adverts had an essmated reach of 9,114
ACCOUNTS ACT0SS both Zone 1 and Zone 2.

Zone 2 was as0 covered by newspapers which contaned notices of the proposed apphcation: and

Wie also had broad engagement with peogie In Zone 2. Two of our consulation events, at Hunday Manor and Distington Communfy Hall, were heid within
Zone 2 while the tird event. at Dean Kirkstile Hall, was held in Zone 1

We dd, therefore, consust flly with he residents iving In Zone 2 , the issue being that this was nat fully in accordance with the putished SoCC. Al residents had
the to respond 1o the and & 1s worth reporting that of the e o received five were from residents in Zone
2

What we plan 10 do next

We will fully expiain (he above In our ConsuRation Report, which wilk accompany he application for development consent, so the Planning Inspeciorale is aware of
the pesiton. We have drawn ths matier 10 your JREntion NOW SO you are aware of the position when you are Inviisd. In due course, by e Planning Inspectorate, 10
comment on the adequacy of e consultation cammied cut by the applicant.

If you have any Quesions, please 4o not hesitai (o contact me.

12. Who will we consult?

These 2ones are set 0ut in Table 1 and
wisiole i Figares 243

The leunch dates for eod

o0 subiabon wil

published at beast 10 days bef:
of 1ot consultagon sage. Tr
in 8 AUMBEY Of wey

s the fact that levels of

ey

geograpTy and miorm (e
L 1o consult

Zone  Parametors
Zone 1 Aty parson o grow b direcily impached by the proposed Dean Mo
Solar ¥ Ay W IVING OF Wor I Pro}imRy 10 he

Zone 2 ANy parson o grour n proximity o the st but outside of Zone 1
This zone is defined daries of the panshes of Dean, Ardecdon &
Distngior

al Buthorty 87ea of Cumi

" e

20f4

Adequacy of Consultation A53 March 2025



2nd Floor Ada Lovelace Blldlng Upper Richardson Road
Exeter Clyst Honton EX5 2FS

54 o, teO0MIaD BRI o e 1 3y "

WARNING — This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and may also be privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you should not copy,
forward or use any part of it or disclose its contents to any person. If you have received It in efror please nolify our system manager immediately on +44 (0)20 7783
3555 or +44 (0)345 222 9222, This email and any automatic copies should be deieted after you have contacted the system manager.

This emall is sent from the offices of BDB Pitmans LLP, a limited liability partnership authorised and regulated by the Salicitors Regulation Authority (SRA ID number
448617) and registered in England and Wales with registered number OC320798. The registered office Is at One Bartholomew Close, London, ECTA7BL. A full list
of members, referred to as partners by the firm, is available for inspection on request. BDB Pitmans LLP accepts no responsibility for software viruses and you
should check for viruses before opening any attachments

Cybercrime Alert : If you receive an email purporting to be from someone at this firm and telling you that we have changed our bank details, it is likely to be from a
criminal. Please do not reply to that email - instead ring the person you have been dealing with as soon as possibie to check whether the change is genuine.

Intemet communications are not secure and therefore BDB Pitmans LLP does not provide any guarantee or wamranty that this message or any attachments shall
remain confidential. To ensure client service levels and business continuity BDB Pitmans LLP operates a policy whereby emalls can be read by its employees of
partners other than the adaressee. This policy complies with the Telecommunicatons (Lawful Business Practice) (Interception of Communications) Reguations 2000,

Caution

Attention: Ce

Atencion: E

WARNING — This email and any files transmitted with t are confidential and may aiso be privileged. If you are not the intended reciplent, you should not copy,
forward or use any part of It of disclose its contents to any person. If you have received It in effor please notity our system manager immediately on +44 (0)20 7783
3555 of +44 (0)345 222 9222. This email and any automatic copies should be deleted after you have contacted the System manager.

This email is sent from the offices of BDB Pitmans LLP, a limited liability partnership authorised and regulated by the Sdlicitors Regulation Authority (SRA ID number
448617) and registered in England and Wales with registered number OC320798. The registered office Is at One Bartholomew Close, London, EC1A7BL. A full list
of members, refermed to as partners by the firm, s avallable for Inspection on request. BDB Pitmans LLP accepts no responsibility for sotware viruses and you
should check for viruses before opening any attachments.

Alert fo be from someone at this firm and telling you that we have changed our bank details, it is likely to be from a
cnminal. Please do Ild reply to that snall Instead ring the person you have been dealing with as soon as possibie to check whether the change Is genuine.

Intemet communications are not secure and therefore BDB Pitmans LLP does not provide any guarantee or wamanty that this message or any attachments shail
remain confidential. To ensure client service levels and business continuty BDB Pitmans LLP operates a poﬂcy mereby ‘emails can be read by its employees or
partners other than the addressee. This palicy complies with the Telecommunicatons (Lawful Business Practice) of C 2000,

Attention

Atencion: Este

Cumbertand Council
Workington Office, Allerdale House, Workington, Cumbria, CA14 3v)

EMAIL DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in this document are those of the individual and are not necessarlly the same as the Coundll's

This electroni for entity to which it that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure. 1f you are not
recplent or empl ‘agents respoy delivering the message to the intended recplent you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
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communication and its attachments i strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error please notify us by telephone and return the original communication and attachments to us
a the e-mad addres above. The Councilis not responsible for any changes made to this message after it has been sert.

The information contained in this email, and any response to it, may be subject to disclosure as required by law induding under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 Unless the information requested
s exempt from disclosure, we cannct guarantee that we will not provide all or part of this email to a third party making a request for information
0 confirms that this emal message has been swept for the presence of compu!
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Appendix 3.4 List of consultee groups

The following groups and organisations were directly outreached as part of the
Applicant’s efforts to ensure accessible consultation:

Organisation

Age UK West Cumbria

Cumbria Deaf Association

Triple A (All About Autism)

Autism Support Allerdale and Copeland

The WI Cumbria-Westmorland Federation

Allerdale Disability Association

Owl Blue Cumbria

Cumbria Young Farmers Clubs

West Cumbria Society for the Blind England

Anti Racist Cumbria

South Lakes Action on Climate Change

Friends of the Earth West Cumbria

Cumbria Action for Sustainability

Cumbria Chamber of Commerce
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Appendix 3.5 Stakeholder invitation letters

The below email was sent to stakeholders on 8™ March 2024, accompanied by a
copy of the Dean Moor Consultation Brochure and the Feedback Form.

Subject: Dean Moor Solar Farm Consultation Invitation

Date: Friday 8 March 2024 at 14:51:49 Greenwich Mean Time
From:

To:

CcC: Feedback, info@deanmoorsolarfarm.com

Attachments: Dean Moor Consultation Brochure.pdf, Dean Moor Feedback Form.pdf

Dear EOTOXOTOITOIOION

| hope this email finds you well.

| am writing to you on behalf of FVS Dean Moor Ltd to inform you we are carrying out
statutory public consultation under section 42, 47 and 48 of the Planning Act 2008 in relation
to our proposals for a solar farm with battery energy storage at Dean Moor, between
Gilgarran and Branthwaite in West Cumbria. We would like to provide you with some
background information, explain how you can find out more and to invite you to our statutory
public consultation events.

| have attached a copy of the invitation brochure and feedback form which will shortly be
sent to local residents, which contains further information on our proposals. We are very
keen to ensure that local residents are able to gain all the information that they need about
the project.

The statutory consultation period will run from Monday 11th March 2024 to Friday 26th
April 2024. This will be an opportunity for interested stakeholders to view our plans, ask
questions to members of the project team, and provide feedback on our proposals.

We would therefore like to invite you to attend our public consultation events this
month. We will be holding three in-person events on:

Tuesday 19th March (2pm-6pm) at Distington Community Centre, Church Rd, Distington,
Workington CA14 5TE

Wednesday 20th March (2pm-7pm) at Dean Kirkstile Hall, Dean, Workington CA14 4TH
Thursday 21st March (2pm-7pm) at Hunday Manor, Workington CA14 4JF
We will also be holding two online webinars on Tuesday 16th April and Thursday 18th

April (6pm-7pm), the links to which may be found
here: www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com/public-consultation.

We would also be happy to arrange a personal call or a meeting to provide further
information about the proposals. Please do let us know if this is something that would be of
interest.

Please do not hesitate to get in touch should you have any questions; enquiries may be
directed via our phone at 0800 041 8643, via email at info@deanmoorsolarfarm.com, or via
our website at www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com. All consultation materials will be made
available for viewing and download on the ‘Documents’ page of the website on Monday 19th
March (www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com/documents).

Kind re ards

10f 2
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Appendix 3.6 August 2023 presentation to Councillor
Andrew Semple

Introducing Dean Moor Solar Farm

We are at the early stages of preparing our proposals for a solar farm
incorporating a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) at Dean Moor between M
Gilgarran and Branthwaite in Cumbria.

~

Dean Moor solar farm will assist in tackling the joint climate and biodiversity
crisis and help the UK to meet its obligation for net zero emissions by 2050.

Dean Moor Solar Farm would generate approximately 150 megawatts (MW) of
clean energy. This is equivalent to meeting the energy needs of more than
50,000 typical family homes.* Additionally, the solar farm would include battery
storage for up to 100 MW, which would reinforce the power generated by the
solar farm and provide balancing services to maintain grid stability.

T

This proposed project encompasses the installation of solar photovoltaic (PV)
arrays, battery storage, and associated infrastructure. The solar farm would
connect into the existing overhead lines on the site with no new overhead lines
or off-site grid connection works required

—

The site currently under consideration comprises approximately 279.5 hectares
(691 acres) of land at Dean Moor. The solar farm infrastructure would not occupy
the entire site; significant areas would also be dedicated to landscape and
ecological enhancement

-

Clean Energy for Cumbria | Clean energy for over 50,000 homes and a brighter

About us

FVS Dean Moor Ltd is a joint venture formed by two ble energy devel specialists: Firma Energy Ltd and ib vogt UK Ltd.
‘ Founded in 2021 by Rufus Salter and Andrew Jones, Firma is an independent management owned business,
based in Leeds. The business has a focus on creating and delivering value from renewable energy
) developments with environmental and social benefits
Firma Energy Across the UK Firma currently has over 260 megawatts (MW) of Solar Farm and 347MW of Battery Energy

Storage Systems (BESS) in development

¢ f f

[ ib vogt (IBV) is a leading developer specialising in utility-scale infrastructure for solar farms and battery

=ib VOgt storage facilities. With a 20-year history of global expertise, IBV is a significant player in the UK solar industry,
holding the position of the second-largest solar developer in the country from 2012 to 2017 and with over
40GW of development projects in their global pipeline

1BV is committed to sustainable energy and high-quality local development, a commitment solidified by
participation in the UN Global Compact. With over 490MWp of solar operations in the UK IBV projects are
designed and delivered with consideration for communities at their core. Through transparent
communication and investment in local employment, IBV strives to empower local resilience while
addressing the global challenges of climate change. IBV's focus on development and engineering excellence
supports its mission to create a greener future through renewable energy solutions

Clean Energy for Cumbria | Clean energy for over 50,000 homes and a brighter future
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Clean Energy for Cumbria | Clean energy for over 50,000 homes and a brighter future
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Benefits

Why do we need solar?

The UK has declared a Climate Emergency and
committed to achieving net zero carbon emissions
by 2050. To achieve this, we need renewable
energy projects like Dean Moor solar farm to help
reduce the UK'’s reliance on fossil fuels and
improve our energy security.

The recently formed Cumberland Council has
stated its commitment to the environment and to
fighting climate change, by putting it “at the
forefront of everything we do — working to create
a more sustainable future for all at Cumberland”.
Dean Moor Solar Farm would help support the
emerging Cumberland Council Plan (2023- 2027),
and the Council’s aim to "help the most vulnerable
with issues such as fuel poverty”.

v c}
g = IEi]
Assisting low-income  Support for community Support
households with solar panels
energy saving
measures

g &2 &

Increase in Approximately Creation of
business rates for  £500,000 financial local jobs
the council to invest contribution to the
focally local community
through local partners

S prosperity 2

®

Enough energy Battery storage will Helping
10 power over have the capacity to the Council
store up 1o achieve its

50,000

family homes
per year

climate goals

100 MW
of energy

Clean Energy for Cumbria | Clean energy for over 50,000 homes and a brighter future

EV charging points

Sy

Support The
Government's goal to
increase the UK's
solar capacity

Ensure Britain leads the
intenational push for

@ Net Zero g

Rapidly deploy clean Achieve National Grid's

energy and storage for call for twelve-fold

a carbon-free power Iincrease in
system by 2035 electricity storage

To help}Britainjleadithelwayj

8@To bring|

90

0

09,Q°
o

New habitats for
wildlife

NSIP Planning Process & Timeline

We will be holding two rounds of public consultation prior to submitting the DCO application. This first non-statutory round in
Autumn 2023, followed by a second statutory consultation in early 2024.

As this site is over SOMW, it is classified as a Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP). NSIP projects are
determined by the Secretary of State, rather than a local
planning authority, and the application is seeking
approval for a Development Consent Order (DCO) under
the Planning Act 2008. Anyone intending to construct an
NSIP must first apply to the Planning Inspectorate for a

DCO.

Indicative Timeline

Summer 2023 Ongoing

Ongoing

The Planning Inspectorate reviews the application and
provides a recommendation to the Secretary of State for
Business, Energy, and Industrial Strategy, who ultimately

makes the decision. Further details on this process may be

tion-process/the-process/

Early 2024 Winter 2024

E 2 ‘O # §

Project Inception Pre-planning

Clean Energy for Cumbria | Clean energy for over 50,0

Non-Statutory Consultation

Statutory Consultation
Planning Inspectorate

Application Submission to

found on the Planning Inspectorate website at
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/applica

Spring 2025

-1
———
Examination overseen by
Planning Inspectorate

omes and a brighter future

backyBritainisibicdiversity]
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Maintaned A
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Environmental Benefits

Solar development provides an
opportunity to move away from
intensive farming practices, which
can have a negative impact on the
environment. This development
allows native species to thrive and
soil quality to improve, but does not
prevent the land from being farmed
in the future, once the solar farm has
been decommissioned at the end of
its operational lifetime

For the Project, a biodiversity net-
gain would be achieved by setting
aside ecological enhancement areas,
incorporating new native species
planting, providing new wildlife
habitats. The environmental
improvement measures would
include

We anticipate that these measures
would result in a biodiversity net

gain that significantly exceeds the
Government’s 10% target.

Traffic

During construction and operation of the

solar farm, it is anticipated that there would

be some traffic impacts along the three

Cultivating wildflower meadow for
pollinators.

Improving grazing meadows and
expanding acid grasslands.

Enhancing hedgerows, planting
native species.

—
R

W -—«:”%.m... N

Y e
7 N

N

Installing bird, bat, invertebrate
boxes, and hibernacula.

Protecting watercourses, planting
waterside vegetation.

Introducing native trees,
expanding woodlands.

Managing grassland with low-
intensity sheep grazing.

roads identified above as Branthwaite Road,
Branthwaite Edge Road and Gilgarran Road
We are currently engaging with National
Highways and Cumberland Council as the
highway authority to ensure that any
potential impacts from traffic on local
residents will be appropriately mitigated.,

KEY
[__] oratt Order Limits
<= Study area

O ATC locations

Clean Energy for Cumbria | Clean energy for over 50,0

omes and a brighter future
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Community Benefit

FVS Dean Moor is committed to supporting the communities in
the vicinity of the Dean Moor solar farm. We have begun
working with local partners in the community to help identify
local projects that we may be able to contribute towards. This
could include the following:

e Ascheme to assist local households with energy saving
measures, particularly low- income households;

¢ Support for local energy efficiency and renewable energy
generation projects across west Cumbria, including
community solar panels and EV charging points for local
schools and community organisations;

e the provision jobs during the construction and operational
phases and financial contributions to benefit the local
economy during the operation of the solar farm.

We are also currently working with local partners to facilitate the delivery
of a £500,000 community benefit fund, to be used on projects across the
local area.

Clean Energy for Cumbria | Clean energy for over 50,000 homes and a brighter future

Get in touch

We would love to hear your views on the proposals. Please do not hesitate to
get in touch by the following ways, or complete and return the feedback
form.

Email:

info@deanmoorsolarfarm.com

Freephone:

0800 041 8643

Freepost:

FREEPOST - DEAN MOOR SOLAR FARM

(no additional address or postage necessary)

Website:
www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com

Clean Energy for Cumbria | Clean energy for over 50, mes and a brighter future
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Appendix 3.7 Proof of published statutory
consultation notices

News & Star

YOU'RE REDUCING YOUR
COST PER LEAD BY 64%

d o y ,.-ﬂlmﬂ": e
LOCALIQ
MOTORS

Enjoy your next chapter at
Eden Manor Care Home

d Qeality Resicential & Demwatia Care

01228 479445 | lovettcare.couk | enquiries@iovett-care com

Whitehaven News (28/02/2024)
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ey e ST ; Kerry’s focus pays off

Speak to one of
our local business
advisors.
tommeen

« aumbriadvertiing
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Times & Star (29/02/2024)
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- — the very best on leaving
-, of our county Borough Park

Queen's
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sz One peak at a time

rom f.'fb - in memory of Lloyd

. Challenge in honour of teenager lost to meningitis

Piease sign the petition for small shop
e /

AT I I T I IV

Let us get your

e e B leaky roof fixed.

Light District §

Visit our local website
and click on ‘Local Listings'.

The Times
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You've made
point —now
end protests,
says Cleverly

Gaza marchers urged W ease pressure on police

The perfect gift
for new parents
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The Whitehaven News (06/03/2024)
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tower drops in |
Nows - Page 3 Nows - Poge 8 . o,
, | o mook "
GDF search o
trial
accused -
demand fOl' e e PUBLIC

LOCALiIQ

L They don t do things
4 by halves at Minicon!

Let us get your G '
leaky roof fixed. | Digital marketing

simplified.

<] www.whitehavennews.co.uk/farming €

London Gazette (28/02/24)
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ENVIRONVENT & INFRASTRUCTURE

THE
GAZETTE

LONDON GAZETTE

BY AUTHORITY | ESTABLISHED 1665

PUBLISHED
VWVIWTHEGAZETTE COUK

Other Noti 00114076‘

Companies/4077"

People/d134°

Terms & Conditions/4169*

* Cantarng al noboes pubished onfne on 28 February

Under section 47 of the 2008 Act. the Appicant has a duty
the ocal communty i accorgance with

gos.
for purchase a the cost of up 10 £500 pls postage. Al document
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of e 2000 Regulations. |n accordance wih 1hose provsions, 1
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‘Summary of Proposed Works

s
project (NSIP) under the 2008 Act and th application wil be

Coples ot
nmmmuanm\mmmm
cbtained by emaiing by witng to

FREEPOST. DEAN MOOR SOLAR FARM, or by tefephoning 0800 041
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project team by:
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* Consutaton PROPERTY DISCLAIMERS
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You Can #50 aitend one of our PUBIC CONSIIAoN Webiar events,  was dissoled) hereby dsclaims te Grown's Ul (f any) 1 the

we am hokding on selected o Prpely be vsieg of e Fcpeny Sl come 1 i oo §
comsutaton Monbers of Me proct team wil prosent  August 2025,

and wil be happy to answer questions. Dates and times,  Assistart Toasiry
and detas of how 10 regrster for & webinar, wil be putkshed on o mammummw
webste and wil b kept up0 Dated 23rd Feonary (asaaasy
poriod. Thero wil be & mimum of two 0ne-hour webinar
Guring the

NOTICES FEBRUAR ZETTE
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Appendix 3.8 Facebook / Meta adverts

The below advert was placed to advertise the statutory consultation, using the Meta
Suite (Facebook, Instagram) from 11" March 2024 — 26 April 2024. The advert linked
viewers to the project website at www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com.

The advert was accompanied by the following text:
PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENTS FOR DEAN MOOR SOLAR FARM

Tuesday 19th March, 2pm - 6pm, Distington Community Centre
Wednesday 20th March, 2pm - 7pm, Dean Kirkstile Hall
Thursday 21st March, 2pm - 7pm, Hunday Manor

WEBINARS:

Tuesday 16th April 6pm - 7pm

OR

Thursday 18th April 6pm - 7pm

Please sign up for our webinars via the website below!

é’ Dean Moor Solar Farm
Sponsored

Solar Farm

You are invited to our statutory consultation events for
Dean Moor Solar Farm. These are as follows:

Tuesday 19th Wednesday 20th  Thursday 21st
March 2pm-6pm March 2pm-7pm March 2pm-7pm
Distington Community Dean Kirkstile Hall, Hunday Manor,
Centre, Church Rd, Dean, Workington Workington CA14 4JF
Distington, Workington ~ CA14 4TH

CA14 S5TE

Sign up >

Qv W

Paid for by FVS Dean Moor

PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENTS FOR DEAN MOOR
SOLAR FARM... more
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Winscales

Distington

Arlecdon &
Frizington Lamplugh
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Appendix 3.9 Prescribed consultees — Prescribed
consultees under section 42

Table 1: Prescribed consultation bodies under section 42(1)(a) (as listed in
Schedule 1 to the APFP Regulations, pursuant to regulation 3 of those Regulations)

Safety Executive

CONSULTATION | CIRCUMSTANCES IN ORGANISATION
BODIES WHICH BODY IS
REQUIRED TO BE
CONSULTED
The Health and All cases Health and Safety Executive

The National
Health Service
Commissioning
Board

All proposed applications
likely to affect land in
England and Wales

NHS England

The relevant
Clinical
Commissioning
Group

All proposed applications
likely to affect land in
England and Wales

North East and North
Cumbria Integrated Care
System (ICS)

Natural England

All proposed applications
likely to affect land in
England

Natural England

parish council(s)
or, where the
application relates
to land [in] Wales
or Scotland, the
relevant
community council

The Historic All proposed applications Historic England (North
Buildings and likely to affect land in West)

Monuments England

Commission for

England

The relevant fire All cases Cumbria Fire and Rescue
and rescue Service

authority

The relevant All cases Cumbria Police and Crime
police and crime Commissioner
commissioner

The relevant All cases Dean Parish Council
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The relevant
parish council(s)
or, where the
application relates
to land [in] Wales
or Scotland, the
relevant
community council

All cases

Winscales Parish Council

The relevant
parish council(s)
or, where the
application relates
to land [in] Wales
or Scotland, the
relevant
community council

All cases

Distington Parish Council

The relevant
parish council(s)
or, where the
application relates
to land [in] Wales
or Scotland, the
relevant
community council

All cases

Arlecdon and Frizington
Parish Council

The Environment
Agency

All proposed applications
likely to affect land in
England and/or Wales

The Environment Agency

The Equality and
Human Rights
Commission

All proposed applications
likely to affect land in
England and Wales

The Equality and Human
Rights Commission

The Civil Aviation
Authority

All proposed applications
relating to airports or which
are likely to affect an airport
or its current or future
operation

The Civil Aviation Authority

Secretary of State
for Transport

All proposed applications
likely to affect road or
transport operation and/or
planning on roads for which
the Secretary of State for
Transport is the highway
authority

Secretary of State for
Transport/Department for
Transport

The Relevant
Highways
Authority

All proposed applications
likely to have an impact on
the road network or the
volume of traffic in the vicinity
of the proposal

Cumberland Council
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The relevant
strategic highways
company

All proposed applications
likely to affect road or
transport operation and/or
planning on roads for which
the Secretary of State for
Transport is the highway
authority.

National Highways

The Coal Authority

The Coal Authority

UK Health

Security Agency
(formerly Public
Health England)

All proposed applications
likely to involve chemicals,
poisons or radiation which
could potentially cause harm
to people

UK Health Security Agency

The relevant local
resilience forum

All cases

Cumbria Local Resilience
Forum

The Crown Estate
Commissioners

All proposed applications
likely to impact on the Crown
Estate

The Crown Estate

The Secretary of
State for Defence

All proposed applications
likely to affect current or
future operation of a site
identified in a safeguarding
map and all developments in
the marine area.

The Secretary of State for
Defence

The Office for
Nuclear
Regulation (ONR)

All proposed applications
likely to affect matters
relevant to the ONR's
purposes within the meaning
of Part 3 of the Energy Act
2013 (see s67 of that Act)

The Office for Nuclear
Regulation (ONR)

The Forestry
Commission

All proposed applications
likely to affect matters
relevant to the ONR's
purposes within the meaning
of Part 3 of the Energy Act
2013 (see s67 of that Act)

North West and West
Midlands Forestry
Commission

Table 2: Relevant statutory undertakers

| STATUTORY UNDERTAKER

| ORGANISATION
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The relevant Clinical Commissioning
Group

North East and North Cumbria Integrated
Care System (ICS)

The National Health Service
Commissioning Board

NHS England

The relevant NHS Trust

North West Ambulance Service NHS Trust

The relevant NHS Foundation Trust

NHS North Cumbria Integrated Care

Railways

National Highways Historical Railways
Estate

Licence Holder (Chapter 1 of Part 1
of Transport Act 2000)

NATS En-Route Safeguarding

Universal Service Provider

Royal Mail Group

The relevant Environment Agency

The Environment Agency

The relevant water and sewage
undertaker

United Utilities

The relevant public gas transporter

Northern Gas Networks Ltd

CNG Services Limited

Cadent Gas Ltd.

EDF Energy Customers Ltd

Last Mile Gas Ltd

ES Pipelines Ltd

ESP Networks Ltd

ESP Pipelines Ltd

ESP Connections Ltd

Fulcrum Pipelines Limited

Harlaxton Gas Networks Limited

GTC Pipelines Limited

Independent Pipelines Limited

Indigo Pipelines Limited

Leep Gas Networks Limited

Mua Gas Limited

Scotland Gas Networks PLC

Southern Gas Networks PLC

Wales and West Utilities Ltd

Energy Assets Pipelines Limited

Harlaxton Gas Networks Ltd

Humbly Grove Energy Services Ltd

Leep Gas Networks Ltd

Inovyn Enterprises Ltd

Green Park Energy Transportation Ltd

Quadrant Pipelines Limited

Saltfleetby Energy Ltd

Severn Gas Transportation Ltd

Squire Energy Limited

Smart DCC Ltd

National Gas Plc
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The relevant electricity distributor
with CPO Powers

Electricity North West Ltd

Eastern Power Networks Plc

Eclipse Power Network Ltd

Aidien Limited

Last Mile Electricity Ltd

Mua Electricity Limited

Energy Assets Networks Limited

ESP Electricity Limited

Optimal Power Network Limited

Fulcrum Electricity Assets Limited

Harlaxton Energy Networks Limited

Independent Power Networks Limited

Independent Distribution Connection
Specialists Ltd

Indigo Power Limited

Leep Electricity Networks Limited

National Grid Electricity Distribution (East
Midlands) Plc

National Grid Electricity Distribution (South
Wales) Plc

National Grid Electricity Distribution (South
West) Plc

National Grid Electricity Distribution (West
Midlands) Plc

Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution
Plc

South Eastern Power Networks Plc

Southern Electric Power Distribution Plc

SP Distribution Plc

SP Manweb PLC

Northern Powergrid (Northeast)

Northern Powergrid (Yorkshire) Plc

Mua Electricity Limited

Stark Infra-Electricity Ltd

The Electricity Network Company Ltd

UK Power Distribution Ltd

Advanced Electricity Networks Ltd.

Utility Assets Ltd

Vattenfall Networks Ltd

The relevant electricity transmitter
with CPO Powers

National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc

Blue Transmission London Array Limited

Diamond Transmission Partners

Greater Gabbard Plc

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission

Wods Transmission Plc
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Gwynt Y Mor OFTO Plc

Humber Gateway Ltd

Mersey Reactive Ltd

Thanet OFTO Limited

SP Transmission

National Grid Electricity System Operation
Ltd

TC Barrow OFTO Ltd

TC Beatrice OFTO Ltd

TC Dudgeon OFTO Ltd

TC Gunfleet Sands OFTO Ltd

TC Lincs OFTO Ltd

TC Ormonde OFTO Ltd

TC Rampion OFTO Ltd

TC Westermost Rough OFTO Ltd

TC Robin Rigg OFTO Ltd

The relevant electricity Aminth Energy Ltd

interconnector with CPO Powers Aquind Ltd

Britned Development Ltd

Channel Cable Ltd

Cronos Energy Ltd

East West Cable One Ltd

Eirgrid Interconnector Designated Activity
Company

Eleclink Ltd.

Fab Link Ltd.

Greenlink Inteconnector Ltd.

Gridlink Interconnector Ltd.

MaresConnect LTD.

Moyle Interconnector Ltd.

National Grid IFA 2 Ltd

National Grid Interconnectors Ltd.

National Grid Lion Link LTD.

National Grid Nautilus LTD.

National Grid North Sea Link Ltd.

National Grid Viking Ltd.

Nemo Link Ltd.

Neuconnect Britain Ltd.

Nu-link Interconnector Ltd.

Tarchon Energy Ltd.

TI Liric Ltd.

Utilities identified from the BT
Linesearchbeforeudig.
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Table 3: Local authorities (for the purposes of section 42(b) and section 43)

S43 defines local authorities in terms of

whether they fall within the categories of an

‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’, or ‘D’ local authority: LOCAL AUTHORITIES

A Dumfries and Galloway Council

B Cumberland Council

A Lake District National Park Authority

A Westmorland and Furness Council

A Northumberland County Council

A Northumberland National Park Authority
A Scottish Borders Council
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