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Cumberland Council acceptance of the Adequacy of 
Consultation document and updates to this 
document 

The Applicant shared the Adequacy of Consultation milestone document with 

Cumberland Council for comment on 4th November 2024. Cumberland Council 

responded to the Adequacy of Consultation on the 20th January 2025, with the 

following response: 

“I can confirm we are satisfied with the findings of the attached document 

‘Dean Moor Solar Adequacy of Consultation’”. 

Cumberland Council’s full response to the Adequacy of Consultation milestone may 

be found in appendix 3.3 of this document. 

The following changes have been made to this document as a result of, and 

following, the above acceptance by Cumberland Council: 

▪ Appendix 3.3, which originally contained internal correspondence 
regarding the SoCC, has been replaced with a new appendix 3.3 which 
contains the acceptance of the Adequacy of Consultation by 
Cumberland Council. 

▪ An additional sentence reflecting this has been added to section 3.11: 
“Cumberland Council notified the Applicant that it found this Adequacy 
of Consultation Milestone acceptable in their response to this Adequacy 
of Consultation. The Council’s response may be found at appendix 3.3.” 

▪ An additional section has been added at 2.2.3 to reflect that the 
Applicant did not  engage with the Scottish Borders Council during the 
statutory consultation. To rectify this omission, the Applicant reached 
out to Scottish Borders on 3 March 2025, and received confirmation 
from the Scottish Borders Council on 19 March 2025 that it had no 
comment to make in relation to the Proposed Development. 

▪ Table 3 in Appendix 3.9 has been updated to reflect the correct 
categorisation of Local Authorities and include the Scottish Borders 
Council. 

▪ Formatting inconsistencies have been rectified, including updating the 
document template, removal of the ‘draft’ watermark, and fixing 
numbering and formatting issues. Referencing has also been updated 
to align with the referencing used in application documents. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Purpose of this document 

1.1.1. This Adequacy of Consultation Report (‘the Report’) has been produced for 

FVS Dean Moor Limited (the ‘Applicant’) to support the DCO application for 

the Dean Moor Solar Farm (‘the Proposed Development’) on approximately 

276.5ha of land located between the villages of Gilgarran and Branthwaite in 

West Cumbria (the ‘Site’), which is situated within the administrative area of 

Cumberland Council (‘the Council’). 

1.1.2. The Proposed Development is defined as a NSIP under Sections 14(1)(a) and 

15(2) of the Planning Act 2008 (‘PA 2008’), as it comprises the construction or 

extension of a generating station (Part 3, Section 14(1)(a)) that is within 

England, does not generate electricity from wind, is not an offshore generating 

station, and has a capacity of more than 50 MW (Part 3, Section 15(2)). 

1.2. Overview and Structure of this Report 

1.2.1. This Report is divided into the following chapters: 

 Chapter 2 Overview of consultation and engagement including a 
summary of non-statutory consultation, a summary of statutory 
consultation, and a summary of engagement with landowners; 

 Chapter 3 Development of the Statement of Community Consultation 
(‘SoCC’); 

 Chapter 4 Summary of changes to the Proposed Development as a 
result of statutory consultation responses. 

 

1.3. Requirements of the PA 2008 

1.3.1. This document underlines how the Statement of Community Consultation 

(SoCC) was developed, consulted on, published, and adhered to in line with 

the process prescribed in section 47 of the PA 2008, prior to commencing the 

statutory consultation for the Proposed Development. 

1.3.2. Section 47 of the PA 2008 states: 
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(1) “The applicant must prepare a statement setting out how the applicant 
proposes to consult, about the proposed application, people living in 
the vicinity of the land. 

(2) Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each local 
authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the 
statement. 

(3) The deadline for the receipt by the applicant of a local authority's 
response to consultation under subsection (2) is the end of the period 
of 28 days that begins with the day after the day on which the local 
authority receives the consultation documents. 

(4) In subsection (3) “the consultation documents” means the documents 
supplied to the local authority by the applicant for the purpose of 
consulting the local authority under subsection (2). 

(5) In preparing the statement, the applicant must have regard to any 
response to consultation under subsection (2) that is received by the 
applicant before the deadline imposed by subsection (3). 

(6) Once the applicant has prepared the statement, the applicant must — 
(za) make the statement available for inspection by the public in a way 
that is reasonably convenient for people living in the vicinity of the land; 

(a) publish in a newspaper circulating in the vicinity of the land a 
notice stating where and when the statement can be inspected, 
and  

(b) publish the statement in such manner as may be prescribed. 
(7) The applicant must carry out consultation in accordance with the 

proposals set out in the statement.” 
 

1.4. Guidance influencing this Report 

1.4.1. The Applicant had regard to the following guidance: 

 

 Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government: Planning Act 
2008: guidance on the pre-application process for major infrastructure 
projects 20131  

 Department for Communities and Local Government: Planning Act 
2008: Guidance on the pre-application process2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
1 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-act-2008-pre-application-stage-for-nationally-significant-infrastructure-
projects; 
2 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6630afc53579e7a8f398a9b3/150326 Pre-
Application Guidance.pdf  
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1.4.2. The latter guidance was withdrawn on 30 April 2024, partway through the 

statutory consultation period for Dean Moor Solar Farm (see paragraph 2.2.2 

below). Since the guidance changed, the Applicant has sought to ensure 

adherence to the new guidance regarding pre-application consultation.3 

1.4.3. The new guidance, which has informed the production of this Report, states at 

paragraph 025:  

 

“This adequacy of consultation milestone should be early enough to enable 

applicants to consider how to undertake any additional engagement that may 

be needed, but sufficiently towards the end of the preapplication stage to 

assess the adequacy of the consultation that has been done. It is likely 

therefore to be no later than around 3 months before the intended date of 

submission of the application.  

“The adequacy of consultation milestone should be recorded by the applicant 

and submitted to the Planning Inspectorate as a short statement of the 

elements of consultation which have been carried out compared with the 

components set out in the Programme Document and the SoCC. The 

statement should include the views and any relevant supporting material from 

local authorities if available.”  

1.4.4. The Report is not a statutory requirement, but the Applicant understands the 

importance of receiving Planning Inspectorate feedback early enough to 

remedy any gaps ahead of application submission.  

1.4.5. Under section 55(4)(b) of the PA 2008, at the acceptance stage, the Planning 

Inspectorate will have regard to representations made by local authority 

consultees about the adequacy of consultation.  

 
 
 
 
 
3 Planning Act 2008: Pre-application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects, 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-act-2008-pre-application-stage-for-nationally-significant-infrastructure-
projects  
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1.4.6. The Applicant has taken a proactive approach to pre-application engagement 

with consultees and local communities which has helped the Applicant 

understand concerns and shape proposals ahead of submission. This Report 

provides an overview of the engagement and consultation activity to date and 

how it has met with the requirements the PA 2008. 
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2.2. Summary of statutory consultation 

2.2.1. The Applicant conducted a period of statutory consultation on the Proposed 

Development from 11 March 2024 until 26 April 2024 (later extended as noted 

in paragraph 2.2.2 below). In accordance with the SoCC, the Applicant held 

three in-person consultation events, and two webinars.  

2.2.2. The consultation period was extended as a result of an error with posting 

letters to statutory consultees; as a result, some consultees were granted an 

extension to 3 and 16 May 2024. Further details of this extension will be found 

in Chapter 5 of the Consultation Report. 

2.2.3. In February 2025, it was identified that the Scottish Borders Council also 

shares a boundary with the Council, and as such it is also a category ‘A’ 

consultee. As the Scottish Borders was not consulted during the statutory 

consultation, but it should have been, and to rectify this omission the 

Applicant reached out on 3 March 2025 to inform the Scottish Borders Council 

of the error and to seek a response. On 19 March 2025 the Scottish Borders 

Council confirmed that it had no comment to make in relation to the Proposed 

Development. The Applicant notified the Inspectorate of the Scottish Borders 

Council’s response on 20 March 2025. 

2.2.4. Table 2.4 below demonstrates the steps taken by the Applicant during the 

statutory consultation. More detail on these steps will be provided in Chapter 

5 of the Consultation Report. 

Table 2.4: Overview of statutory consultation 

yard or on the church owned village hall 
roof.” 
 
“Friends of Pica' is a charity that aims to 
enhance the community of Pica, it is 
currently seeking funding for a play park in 
the village.” 
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period via an app (Collector app) which was used to store photos as evidence 

of the site notices being there during the statutory consultation period.  

2.3.5. Any changes in ownership or new interests have been identified, consulted, 

and engaged with accordingly. This effort has been complemented by the 

ongoing engagement conducted by the Applicant, which will be outlined in 

Chapter 7 of the Consultation Report. Additionally, periodic Land Registry 

updates and validation checks on data have been conducted, both prior to 

critical program milestones and on an ongoing basis. 

2.3.6. Prior to the submission of the development consent application, title refreshes 

of the HMLR data will continue to be made, with the final update to take place 

28 days before submission to capture any changes in land ownership. 

Engagement will be made via a land interest questionnaire, following the 

usual process.  
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3. Development of the SoCC 

3.0.1. The Applicant strongly believes that having a two-stage approach to 

consultation increased efficiency for respondents and clarity for communities 

as it allowed for an additional, more tailored outreach process, and ensured 

that the statutory consultation was more accessible. 

3.0.2. An early draft of the SoCC (‘draft SoCC’) (appendix 1.1) was prepared in 

September 2023, ahead of the non-statutory consultation period. While this 

was not a requirement for the non-statutory consultation, it helped inform the 

approach taken by the Applicant and ensured local stakeholders were able to 

consult on the proposals effectively, ahead of the statutory consultation. 

3.0.3. The Applicant’s development of a draft SoCC considered advice and best 

practice from then-Department for Communities and Local Government and 

Planning Inspectorate (‘PINS’) guidance for pre-application consultation.4 

This guidance was withdrawn following the publication of new guidance 

regarding pre-application consultation on 30 April 2024, partway through the 

extended statutory consultation period for the Proposed Development. Since 

the guidance changed, the Applicant has sought to ensure adherence to the 

new guidance regarding pre-application consultation.5   

3.0.4. The SoCC provided information regarding the Proposed Development and the 

Applicant, the Environmental Impact Assessment, the statutory consultation 

process and how the public could contribute their views during the DCO 

process.  

 
 
 
 
 
4 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6630afc53579e7a8f398a9b3/150326 Pre-
Application Guidance.pdf Note: This publication was withdrawn on 30 April 2024. 
5 Planning Act 2008: Pre-application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects, 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-act-2008-pre-application-stage-for-nationally-significant-infrastructure-
projects  
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3.1.7. The Applicant published the final SoCC in March 2024. This final SoCC can 

be found in appendix 3.2. 

3.1.8. Following consultation with the Council in November-December 2023, the 

Applicant updated the SOCC to reflect the agreed extension to Zone 1 but did 

not update the SoCC in relation to Zone 2. The published SoCC 

therefore included the Applicant’s initial (and superseded) commitment to 

send consultation information to addresses in Zone 2. This had the result that 

within the SoCC, Zone 2 was still noted as having the same arrangements as 

Zone 1 despite the Applicant and Council having agreed otherwise.  

3.1.9. The following actions were undertaken to inform the residents living in Zone 2, 

based on the Applicant’s agreement with the Council (although not in 

accordance with the unamended SoCC): 

3.1.10. The following actions were undertaken to inform the residents living in 

Zone 2: 

 The entirety of Zone 2 was covered by online advertising via 
Facebook/Instagram, to the effect that these adverts had an estimated 
reach of 9,114 accounts across both Zone 1 and Zone 2; 

 Zone 2 was also covered by newspapers which contained notices of 
the proposed application; and 

 Two of the consultation events, at Hunday Manor and Distington 
Community Hall, were held within Zone 2 while the third event, at 
Dean Kirkstile Hall, was held in Zone 1. 

3.1.11. The Applicant considers that it did consult fully with the residents living 

in Zone 2, although not fully in accordance with the published SoCC. All 

residents had the opportunity to respond to the consultation. Residents of 

Zone 2 were effectively consulted, as of the 15 responses to consultation 

received, five responses were identified as being from residents in Zone 2. 

The Council notified the Applicant that it found this Adequacy of Consultation 

Milestone acceptable, and the Council’s response may be found at appendix 

3.3. 
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3.2. Section 47 Publication of the SoCC  

 

3.2.1. The production and publication of an SoCC after consultation with the host 

local authority is required under sections 47(1) and (2) of the PA 2008. The 

applicant is required to have regard for any responses received at that 

consultation before finalising the SoCC, under section 47(5). 

3.2.2. An applicant must publish and make an SoCC available to the public in 

accordance with section 47(6) of the PA 2008. 

3.2.3. Section 47(7) of the PA 2008 requires that consultation is carried out in 

accordance with the proposals contained in the SoCC. 

3.2.4. The SoCC as published identified commitments made by the Applicant in 

relation to carrying out the community consultation under section 47 of the PA 

2008.  

3.2.5. Consultation was carried out in accordance with the published SoCC. Table 

3.3 below sets out a summary of the commitments made and how these were 

adhered to. 

3.2.6. As required by section 47(1) of the PA 2008, the Applicant consulted those 

people who live within the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Local 

individuals, communities, and various other groups and organisations were 

invited to participate in the consultation (appendix 3.4). As per s47(1), “the 

Applicant must prepare a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to 

consult, about the proposed application, people living in the vicinity of the 

land.” 

3.2.7. The Applicant identified four distinct Consultation Zones, as set out in the 

SoCC. These were identified as follows: 

 Zone 1: Any person or group likely to be directly impacted by the 

proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm by virtue of their living or working in 
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proximity to the site. This was defined by a minimum 1km distance 

from the proposed site boundary. 

 Zone 2: Any person or group living in proximity to the site, but outside 

of Zone 1. This zone is defined by the boundaries of the parishes of 

Dean, Arlecdon & Frizington, Distington, and Winscales.  

 Zone 3: People living and working in the host local authority area of 

the Council outside of consultation Zones 1 and 2.  

 Zone 4: Neighbouring district, county and unitary authorities within the 

administrative areas of:  

▪ Westmorland and Furness Council  

▪ Lancaster District Council  

▪ North Yorkshire Council  

▪ Northumberland Council 

3.2.8. Invitations to project briefings were sent to all local political stakeholders, 

including ward councillors, Council leadership, MPs, and parish councils on 8 

March 2024. These were accompanied by copies of the consultation booklets 

and questionnaires, and an invitation to attend the statutory consultation 

events. Examples of these letters can be found in appendix 3.5. 

3.2.9. On 23 August 2023 the Applicant met with the Council. The Applicant held a 

follow-up briefing, which occurred on 15 May 2024. This meeting gave an 

updated overview of the proposals, as well as feedback from the statutory 

consultation. The presentation given during this briefing may be found at 

appendix 3.6. 

3.2.10. The Applicant fulfilled its s.47(6)(a) obligations by publishing notices in 

the following local and national newspapers (appendix 3.7): 

 The News & Star 

 The Times and Star 

 The Times 

 The Whitehaven News 

 London Gazette 

3.2.11. The Applicant also circulated adverts via the Meta Business Suite 

(Facebook, Instagram) for 45 days beginning on 11 March 2024, to fulfil its 

s.47(6)(za) obligations. These adverts included the date, times, and locations 

of all five consultation events. Further details may be found in Appendix 3.8. 
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Engagement with seldom heard groups 
 

3.2.12. The Applicant took steps to ensure various different groups could 

engage with the consultation, and provide feedback in different ways, 

demonstrating a commitment to inclusivity. Further details on this engagement 

will be provided in the Consultation Report, but it included: 

 Direct mailing of consultation leaflets to all addresses within Zone 1, 

advertising the locations of paper copies of all documents and the 

ability to provide feedback via post for older residents and 

geographically isolated communities; 

 Provision of conventional communications channels including a 

freepost address, a freephone telephone number, and a project email 

address; 

 Alternative copies of documents, including dementia-friendly, Braille, 

and large print versions were available upon request; 

 Consultation events were held at various locations in Zone 1 and Zone 

2, to enable access; 

 Online events were held to address the needs of people with limited 

mobility, as well as those from further afield; 

 Online Facebook/Instagram adverts were implemented to encourage 

attendance at consultation events and feedback form completion. 

Further details will be found in the Consultation Report, adverts may 

be found in Appendix 3.8. 

3.2.13. As a result of this outreach, the Applicant engaged with the Cumbria 

Deaf Association, and provided a one-hour private session before the start of 

the consultation event at Hunday Manor, on Thursday 21 March 2024. 

Members of the project team were available to provide additional information 

and answer any questions, via a British Sign Language interpreter provided 

by the Cumbria Deaf Association. 

 

3.3. Adherence to the SoCC 

3.3.1. To adhere to Section 47(7) of the PA 2008, 
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“(7) The applicant must carry out consultation in accordance with the 
proposals set out in the statement.” 

 

3.3.2. The below table outlines the commitments made in the SoCC and evidence of 

the Applicant’s compliance:
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• Environmental consultees including Natural England and the 
Environment Agency  

• Infrastructure providers such as National Highways and National Grid  
• • Conservation groups such as the RSPB, CPRE Cumbria, and the 

Cumbria Wildlife Trust 

substantiated reason for doing so. The definitive list of 

consultees who were actively consulted can be located 

in appendix 3.9. 

Emails were sent to identified potential interest groups in 
advance of the statutory consultation period on 9 March 
2024. 

Letters were also sent to statutory consultees in 
advance of the statutory consultation period on 9 March. 

These emails and letters included details of the 
consultation period, the consultation website and 
documents therein (including the PEIR), and the contact 
details for providing feedback to the project team. 

Owing to an issue with the addressing of the letters, 

which removed a portion of the address, letters were 

sent out again to addressees where the problem was 

identified on 18 March. These letters were sent out by 

Royal Mail, 1st Class Tracked post and were issued with 

a cover letter which explained the reason the letters 

were being re-issued.  

 

Further letters were issued on 3 April where confirmation 

was not provided of receipt of the letters sent on the 12th 

March, or the 18th March. These letters were sent by 

Royal Mail, 1st Class Tracked post, and were issued with 

a cover letter which confirmed an extension to the 

statutory consultation period to 3 May 2024 to ensure 

sufficient time to consider the proposals. For select 

consultees, letters were issued to a different address to 

the previous letters, either an address available online 
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for the consultee, or the registered Companies House 

address, where an alternative address was used 

previously. Cover letters were enclosed to explain why 

an additional letter has been issued, and why a different 

address was used, where necessary. 

 
 Additional letters were further issued by Royal Mail, 1st 

Class on 15 April to select consultees where proof of 

delivery could not be confirmed. These letters did not 

need to be signed for to ensure that someone did not 

need to be present to receive the letters. These letters 

were issued with a cover letter which granted an 

extension to 16 May.  

 

12. Who will we 
consult? 

Page 21, 
Paragraph 1 

We are hosting different formats of free-to-use communications channels to 
ensure our consultation is as accessible as possible. These formats include 
email, phone and post.  

Interested parties were able to contact the project team 
via a dedicated email address at 
info@deanmoorsolarfarm.com, by phone at 0800 041 
8643, and by post at FREEPOST: DEAN MOOR SOLAR 
FARM with a target and typical response time of less 
than 5 working days. These inboxes were all monitored 
9am-5pm Mon-Fri. Responses received outside of this 
period were incorporated into the feedback database at 
the earliest available opportunity.  

 

12. Who will we 
consult? 

Identified seldom heard groups include:  
• Age UK West Cumbria  
• Cumbria Deaf Association  
• Triple A (All About Autism)  
• Autism Support Allerdale and Copeland  
• The WI Cumbria-Westmorland Federation  

The listed groups were all contacted on 11 March 2024, 
with a copy of the brochure and feedback form. Further 
details will be available in the Consultation Report. 



  
 

 

 

Adequacy of Consultation 22  March 2025 

   
 

Page 21, 
Paragraph 2 

• Allerdale Disability Association  
• Owl Blue Cumbria  
• Cumbria Young Farmers Clubs  
• West Cumbria Society for the Blind England  
• Anti Racist Cumbria  

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

Zone 1: How we 
will publicise 
consultation 
within this zone 

Writing to all addresses within consultation zone 1  

 

Consultation brochures were sent to all addresses within 
Zone 1 on 11 March 2024, along with a copy of the 
feedback form. Further details will be available in the 
Consultation Report. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 1, Zone 2, 
Zone 3) 

Writing to elected representatives at a parish, Cumbria Council electoral 
division, and Parliamentary level, as well as community groups, within the 
zone with details of the consultation 

 

 
Elected representatives were contacted with a copy of 
the brochure and feedback form on 11 March 2024, 
inviting them to the statutory consultation events and 
offering them a one-to-one briefing. Further details will 
be available in the Consultation Report. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 1, Zone 2) 

Sharing a consultation information pack including Q&As and a poster with 
local authorities, parish councils and community groups within the zone to 
allow them to promote the consultation through existing communications 
channels  

An information pack including the PEIR, Non-Technical 
Summary, Guide to the Statutory Consultation, 
Consultation Brochures (Including Q&As), Consultation 
Feedback Forms, and posters was provided at the start 
of the consultation and made available upon request. 
Further details will be available in the Consultation 
Report. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

Publicising the consultation in the following newspapers circulating in the 
consultation zone: the News and Star, the Whitehaven News, and the 
Times and Star  

Statutory notices advertising the statutory consultation 
were placed in the listed newspapers on 11 March 2024. 
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(Zone 1, Zone 2, 
Zone 3) 

Further details will be provided in the Consultation 
Report. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 1, Zone 2, 
Zone 3) 

Publicising the consultation to regional and local broadcasters including 
BBC Radio Cumbria, BBC Look North (North East and Cumbria), BBC 
North West  

This was undertaken in advance of the start of the 
consultation period (11 March). Further details will be 
available in the Consultation Report. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 1, Zone 2, 
Zone 3, Zone 4) 

Advertising the consultation via Facebook advertisements  Facebook adverts were placed from 11 March 2024 – 26 
April 2024, for the duration of the statutory consultation 
period. Further details will be available in the 
Consultation Report. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 1, Zone 2, 
Zone 3, Zone 4) 

Publishing details of the consultation online at 
www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com/ 

Details of the statutory consultation were published on 
the project website. Documents published to the website 
will be listed in the Consultation Report. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 1) 

Sending a letter providing at an early stage introduction to the proposals 
and the contact details of the project team. 
 

 

This was undertaken on 4 August 2023, in advance of 
the start of the consultation period. Further details will be 
available in the Consultation Report. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 1) 

Sending a copy of a consultation booklet providing a non-technical overview 
of the proposed Dean Moor Solar Farm, the EIA process, the consultation 
and planning process, how to take part in the consultation, and proposed 
next steps to all addresses in consultation zone 1 

Copies of the consultation booklet were sent by Royal 

Mail to all households in Zone 1 on 11 March 2024, 

advertising the statutory consultation and with details of 



  
 

 

 

Adequacy of Consultation 24  March 2025 

   
 

the proposals. Further details will be available in the 

Consultation Report. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 1, Zone 2, 
Zone 3, Zone 4) 

Hosting webinars which will include a presentation regarding the proposals 
and an opportunity to ask questions.  

Two webinars occurred during the statutory consultation 
period, on Tuesday 16 April 6pm-7pm, and Thursday 
18th April 6pm-7pm. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 1, Zone 2, 
Zone 3) 

Inviting elected representatives to take part in briefings through a digital 
meeting 

Local representatives were offered one-to-one briefings 
accompanying their invitation to the consultation. The 
Applicant received several responses, details of which 
will be included in the Consultation Report. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 1) 

Inviting residents of consultation zone 1 to book an individual appointment 
to discuss the proposals by telephone or in person at an appropriate venue  

 

This was undertaken in advance of the start of the 
consultation period and during the consultation. Further 
details will be available in the Consultation Report. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 1) 

Contacting community and voluntary organisations within consultation zone 
1 to offer direct engagement  

 

Local organisations within Zone 1 were invited to have 
direct meetings with the project team in advance of the 
consultation period. Further details will be available in 
the Consultation Report. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

Publication of consultation information online at the consultation website  

 
This was undertaken on 10 March 2024, in advance of 
the start of the consultation period. 
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(Zone 1, Zone 2, 
Zone 3, Zone 4) 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 1) 

Provision of copies of the Preliminary Environmental Information Report for 
review, as well as copies of the consultation booklet and questionnaire, at 
deposit points in the local area. The PEIR will also be available on the 
project website. 

 

Materials were deposited at the locations identified in the 
SoCC on the first day of the consultation: Distington 
Library, Frizington Library, Workington Library, and St 
Oswalds Church at Dean. Materials were deposited 
where possible in advance of 9.00 am. Where this was 
not possible (Distington Library, Frizington Library) 
materials were delivered at those locations opening 
times in the first day of consultation. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 2) 

Writing to all addresses within consultation zone 2  

 
This was identified as a error within the published SoCC 
by the Applicant. The Applicant notified Cumberland 
Council of this error on 6th August 2024. 

Changes were agreed with the Council to make clear 
that the Applicant would not be writing to residents in 
Zone 2. The SoCC, as published, was not changed, so it 
contained the commitment to write to parties in Zone 2. 
However the Applicant consulted as agreed with the 
Council, and therefore did not write to addresses in Zone 
2.  

The following actions were undertaken to inform the 

residents living in Zone 2: 

• The entirety of Zone 2 was covered by 

online advertising via Facebook/Instagram, 

to the effect that these adverts had an 

estimated reach of 9,114 accounts across 

both Zone 1 and Zone 2;. 
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• Zone 2 was also covered by newspapers 

which contained notices of the proposed 

application; and 

• Two of the consultation events, at 

Hunday Manor and Distington Community 

Hall, were held within Zone 2 while the third 

event, at Dean Kirkstile Hall, was held in 

Zone 1. 

The Applicant did, therefore, consult fully with the 

residents living in Zone 2, the issue being that this was 

not fully in accordance with the published SoCC.  All 

residents had the opportunity to respond to the 

consultation. Of the 15 responses to consultation 

received, five responses were from residents in Zone 2. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 3) 

Writing to all division councillors at Cumberland Council and Westmorland 
and Furness Council. This was undertaken on 11 March 2024, at the start of 

the consultation period. 

13. How will we 
be consulting? 

(Zone 4) 

Writing to the Leader and Chief Executive of local authorities within the 
zone This was undertaken on 11 March 2024, at the start of 

the consultation period. 

15. Public 
information 
events 

Statutory events (11th March 2024 - 26th April 2024) 
 
We will be conducting statutory consultation events in Spring 2024. Dates 
and locations of events may be found below. 
 

Consultation events were held at the times and locations 
as listed. Details on how the events were advertised will 
be found in the Consultation Report. 
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IN-PERSON: 
 
• Tuesday 19th March 2pm-6pm, Distington Community Centre, Church Rd, 
Distington, Workington CA14 5TE 
• Wednesday 20th March 2pm-7pm, Dean Kirkstile Hall, Dean, Workington 
CA14 4TH 
• Thursday 21st March 2pm-7pm, Hunday Manor, Workington CA14 4JF 
 
WEBINAR: 
• Tuesday 16th April, 6pm - 7pm 
• Thursday 18th April, 6pm - 7pm 

A recording of the Tuesday 16 April webinar may be 
found on the project website at 
https://www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com/public-consultation.  
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4. Summary of changes to the scheme as a result 
of statutory consultation responses 

4.1.1. The below section outlines the summary of key matters raised by stakeholders 

to the statutory consultation, and the design response made by the Applicant. 

4.1.2. The principal changes to the design which were made in response to the 

consultation, in order of key themes raised during the consultation, are 

summarised below.   

Landscape and Visual   

4.1.3. The closest neighbouring residents, parish councils, and the Council raised 

the impacts on views from nearby dwellings during the non-statutory and 

statutory consultation. Additional landscape buffers and screening to reduce 

these impacts has been incorporated within the Proposed Development.   

4.1.4. The Lake District National Park Authority (LDNPA) and Dean and Distington 

Parish Council raised the impact on long distance views from the nearest fells 

within the Lake District National Park. LDNPA welcomed that the Proposed 

Development avoided solar arrays within higher ground within the Site. This 

higher ground continues to be set aside for green infrastructure enhancements 

within the Proposed Development (that has not changed after the Statutory 

Consultation).   

4.1.5. In addition, LDNPA suggested additional planting within the Site to address 

the impact on long distance views. The Proposed Development now features 

blocks and corridors of screening which will break up the impacts on long 

distance views, particularly to those viewpoints at the closest fells. 

Biodiversity   

4.1.6. The Council has indicated that improving water quality in the Marron and 

Derwent Rivers is an area which the Council is developing its strategy and 

policies to address. The Proposed Development will generally contribute to 

improved water quality through the reduction in intensity of grazing, which will 
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reduce nutrients from sheep manure entering the watercourse (the principal 

current use of the Site is sheep farming).   

4.1.7. The Proposed Development will also be introducing planting and green 

corridors along the existing watercourses on the Site. This will also intercept 

nutrients before they enter the watercourse, benefitting water quality. 

However, given the scale of the Proposed Development, and the scale of the 

issue with water quality associated with farming in Cumbria as a whole, the 

Proposed Development would not deliver an improvement which is significant 

at the county level.   

4.1.8. The Proposed Development is located partly within a County Wildlife Site 

(‘CWS’), which Cumbria Wildlife Trust (‘CWT’) is responsible for managing. 

CWT responded to the statutory consultation, and the Applicant met with CWT 

during the consultation to discuss the Applicant’s approach to biodiversity net 

gain and plans for the CWS. CWT welcomed the proposed improvements to 

biodiversity within the CWS. However, it expressed concerns about the impact 

of solar development within the CWS. The presence of solar arrays or other 

development within the CWS has been minimised within the proposed Works 

Areas. 

4.1.9. In addition, a large area of the Site which overlaps with the CWS will be set 

aside for green infrastructure and biodiversity enhancement purposes. In the 

limited areas where solar arrays may be located within the CWS, the 

Proposed Development  is proposing to enhance the existing grassland, 

delivering a general improvement in biodiversity in these areas. The Applicant 

has agreed to work closely with CWT to agree the appropriate grazing 

management and BNG arrangements for those parts of the Site within the 

CWS, post-consent.   

4.1.10. The Environment Agency responded to the consultation to request 

more clarity on the outline biodiversity enhancements which were described 

during the statutory consultation. In particular, it requested more detail on the 

enhancements for watercourses and wetlands on Site, and in terms of the 

improvements to the CWS. The details of the biodiversity enhancements, 
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including how the Proposed Development will deliver biodiversity net gain, will 

be described in  Chapter 8– Biodiversity and Appendix 8.7 - Biodiversity Net 

Gain of the ES the final DCO submission.  

4.1.11. Neighbouring residents raised the presence and potential ecological 

value of a pond within the Site, located south of the Potato Pot Wind Farm, . 

This anecdotally included the regular presence of native species of bird, 

including swans. The Proposed Development will deliver improvements to this 

existing pond and to watercourses on Site as part of the proposed biodiversity 

enhancements.    

Highways and Access  

4.1.12. Nearby residents raised the matter of safety for vehicles turning at the 

junction between Gilgarran Road and Branthwaite Edge Road. The public and 

Local Highways Authority accident data indicated that there are historic issues 

with safety on the Branthwaite Edge Road. The Applicant has allowed for 

vegetation clearance to ensure appropriate visibility for construction traffic 

using this junction within the Order Limits which are proposed. Although this is 

not envisaged, if the existing junction needed to be improved, this could be 

achieved through agreement with the Local Highways Authority post consent.  

4.1.13. The Local Highway Authority indicated a preference to avoid or 

minimise construction traffic using the Gilgarran Road (also known as 

Collingate Road), which is a narrow lane between the two areas of the Site. 

The Applicant will need secondary compounds and accesses north and south 

off the Collingate Road to deliver equipment to areas closer to construction, 

and to avoid tracking heavy vehicles across the Site. However, as a general 

principle most construction traffic would access the primary compounds from 

existing accesses on the Branthwaite Road or Branthwaite Edge Road. The 

use of the Gilgarran Road would be minimised where possible.  

4.1.14. Members of the public raised concerns about the potential impact from 

construction traffic during peak periods (such as the school run). The 

Applicant is committed to scheduling deliveries to Site to avoid these times 

where possible.   
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Footpaths 

4.1.15. Nearby residents indicated that some informal paths are situated within 

the Site. The Applicant is proposing two permissive paths to improve public 

accessibility within the Site. This would include improving access and 

providing signage to better reveal the significance of an existing Stone Circle 

which is located in the southern area of the Site (Area C), and provide access 

to the proposed biodiversity enhancement areas, particularly around a pond in 

the centre of the Site (between Area A and B).   

Soils and Drainage 

4.1.16. The Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) raised concerns about the 

impacts on soils during construction. The Applicant has met with the LLFA and 

agreed a strategy to minimise the impact on the Site during construction. The 

Applicant will also agree mitigation with the LLFA, which will be secured 

through the Construction Environmental Management Plan prior to 

construction.   

Ground Conditions   

4.1.17. The northern part of the Site (Areas A and B) is within an area which 

has been subject to historic mining activities, where there may be risks 

associated with historic contamination. The Applicant has discussed with the 

Council’s Environmental Health Officer how the risks associated with 

contaminated land would be managed. They have confirmed that the 

Proposed Development’s use of Area A and B is appropriate in general, 

subject to the appropriate arrangements being established to avoid risks to 

human health during construction. The arrangements will be specified and 

secured in the Construction Environmental Management Plan.  

Benefits   

4.1.18. When engaging with local community organisations, including parish 

councils, the Applicant identified various potential recipients and projects 

which could receive funding through the Community Benefit Package. The 
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Applicant has changed how to structure the Proposed Development’s benefits 

package to respond better to these organisations’ needs.   

Battery Energy Storage System Safety   

4.1.19. The BESS has been removed from the Proposed Development 

following the statutory consultation. This has been removed for various 

reasons, principally the need to avoiding ground disturbance, and the 

construction issues associated with the soft ground conditions with the Site. In 

addition, the removal of the BESS avoids long-term impacts from sterilisation 

of agricultural land due to loss of soil through construction of the BESS.   

4.1.20. Members of the public raised concerns regarding the safety of the 

BESS during the statutory consultation. In addition, the Applicant met with 

Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service (CFRS) to discuss developing a Battery 

Safety Management Plan during the consultation. The Applicant is confident 

that the issue of safety could have been addressed through agreement with 

CFRS. However, the removal of the BESS has the benefit of avoiding the 

need to agree appropriate battery safety management arrangements with 

CFRS, while also removing a cause of concern for neighbouring residents and 

the wider public’s concerns about such matters.   

4.1.21. The Applicant would note that work is currently ongoing with regard to 

the design of the Proposed Development, and that the details of the above 

changes will be set out more fully within the Consultation Report. 



 

 

Adequacy of Consultation  A6  March 2025 

   
 

5. Next Steps 

5.1. Updates and reflection of feedback to communities 

5.1.1. The Applicant intends to inform local stakeholders of the updates to the 

proposals ahead of the submission of the Application. Further details of this 

engagement will be provided in the Consultation Report. 

5.2. Emerging land concerns 

5.2.1. Title refreshes of HMLR data will continue to be made in order to identify 

changes in interests to the land. Any changes will be updated on the land 

referencing database to ensure any new parties are captured. 
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Appendix 1.1 Early draft of SoCC informally shared 
with LPA 
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Appendix 2.1 Land interest questionnaire 
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Appendix 2.2 Example of cover letter sent to 
Persons with an Interest in Land 
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Appendix 3.1 Draft SoCC issued for LPA 
consultation  
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Appendix 3.2 Published 2024 SoCC 
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Subsequent email trail confirming notice of SoCC typo: 
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Appendix 3.6 August 2023 presentation to Councillor 
Andrew Semple 
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Times & Star (07/03/2024) 
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Appendix 3.8 Facebook / Meta adverts 

The below advert was placed to advertise the statutory consultation, using the Meta 
Suite (Facebook, Instagram) from 11th March 2024 – 26 April 2024. The advert linked 
viewers to the project website at www.deanmoorsolarfarm.com.  
 
The advert was accompanied by the following text: 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENTS FOR DEAN MOOR SOLAR FARM 
 

Tuesday 19th March, 2pm - 6pm, Distington Community Centre 
Wednesday 20th March, 2pm - 7pm, Dean Kirkstile Hall 
Thursday 21st March, 2pm - 7pm, Hunday Manor 

 
WEBINARS: 
Tuesday 16th April 6pm - 7pm 
OR 
Thursday 18th April 6pm - 7pm 
Please sign up for our webinars via the website below! 
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Meta adverts covered the Zone 1 and Zone 2 of the map below. 
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The relevant 
parish council(s) 
or, where the 
application relates 
to land [in] Wales 
or Scotland, the 
relevant 
community council 

All cases 
  

Winscales Parish Council 

The relevant 
parish council(s) 
or, where the 
application relates 
to land [in] Wales 
or Scotland, the 
relevant 
community council 

All cases 
  

Distington Parish Council 

The relevant 
parish council(s) 
or, where the 
application relates 
to land [in] Wales 
or Scotland, the 
relevant 
community council 

All cases 
  

Arlecdon and Frizington 
Parish Council 

The Environment 
Agency  
  

All proposed applications 
likely to affect land in 
England and/or Wales 

The Environment Agency  
  

The Equality and 
Human Rights 
Commission 
  

All proposed applications 
likely to affect land in 
England and Wales 

The Equality and Human 
Rights Commission 
  

The Civil Aviation 
Authority 
  

All proposed applications 
relating to airports or which 
are likely to affect an airport 
or its current or future 
operation 
  

The Civil Aviation Authority 
  

Secretary of State 
for Transport 
  

All proposed applications 
likely to affect road or 
transport operation and/or 
planning on roads for which 
the Secretary of State for 
Transport is the highway 
authority 
  

Secretary of State for 
Transport/Department for 
Transport 
  

The Relevant 
Highways 
Authority  
  

All proposed applications 
likely to have an impact on 
the road network or the 
volume of traffic in the vicinity 
of the proposal 

Cumberland Council 
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The relevant Clinical Commissioning 
Group 

North East and North Cumbria Integrated 
Care System (ICS) 

The National Health Service 
Commissioning Board  

NHS England  

The relevant NHS Trust North West Ambulance Service NHS Trust 

The relevant NHS Foundation Trust NHS North Cumbria Integrated Care 

Railways National Highways Historical Railways 
Estate 

Licence Holder (Chapter 1 of Part 1 
of Transport Act 2000) 

NATS En-Route Safeguarding 

Universal Service Provider  Royal Mail Group  

The relevant Environment Agency  The Environment Agency  

The relevant water and sewage 
undertaker  

United Utilities 

The relevant public gas transporter  Northern Gas Networks Ltd 

CNG Services Limited 

Cadent Gas Ltd.  

EDF Energy Customers Ltd 

Last Mile Gas Ltd 

ES Pipelines Ltd  

ESP Networks Ltd  

ESP Pipelines Ltd  

ESP Connections Ltd  

Fulcrum Pipelines Limited  

Harlaxton Gas Networks Limited  

GTC Pipelines Limited  

Independent Pipelines Limited  

Indigo Pipelines Limited  

Leep Gas Networks Limited 

Mua Gas Limited 

Scotland Gas Networks PLC 

Southern Gas Networks PLC 

Wales and West Utilities Ltd 

Energy Assets Pipelines Limited 

Harlaxton Gas Networks Ltd 

Humbly Grove Energy Services Ltd 

Leep Gas Networks Ltd 

Inovyn Enterprises Ltd 

Green Park Energy Transportation Ltd 

Quadrant Pipelines Limited  

Saltfleetby Energy Ltd 

Severn Gas Transportation Ltd 

Squire Energy Limited 

Smart DCC Ltd 

National Gas Plc 
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The relevant electricity distributor 
with CPO Powers  

Electricity North West Ltd 

Eastern Power Networks Plc 

Eclipse Power Network Ltd 

Aidien Limited 

Last Mile Electricity Ltd  

Mua Electricity Limited 

Energy Assets Networks Limited  

ESP Electricity Limited  

Optimal Power Network Limited 

Fulcrum Electricity Assets Limited  

Harlaxton Energy Networks Limited  

Independent Power Networks Limited  

Independent Distribution Connection 
Specialists Ltd 

Indigo Power Limited  

Leep Electricity Networks Limited  

National Grid Electricity Distribution (East 
Midlands) Plc 

National Grid Electricity Distribution (South 
Wales) Plc 

National Grid Electricity Distribution (South 
West) Plc 

National Grid Electricity Distribution (West 
Midlands) Plc 

Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution 
Plc 

South Eastern Power Networks Plc 

Southern Electric Power Distribution Plc 

SP Distribution Plc 

SP Manweb PLC 

Northern Powergrid (Northeast) 

Northern Powergrid (Yorkshire) Plc 

Mua Electricity Limited 

Stark Infra-Electricity Ltd 

The Electricity Network Company Ltd 

UK Power Distribution Ltd 

Advanced Electricity Networks Ltd.  

Utility Assets Ltd 

Vattenfall Networks Ltd 

The relevant electricity transmitter 
with CPO Powers  

National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc 

Blue Transmission London Array Limited 

Diamond Transmission Partners 

Greater Gabbard Plc 

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission 

Wods Transmission Plc 
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Gwynt Y Mor OFTO Plc 

Humber Gateway Ltd 

Mersey Reactive Ltd 

Thanet OFTO Limited 

SP Transmission 

National Grid Electricity System Operation 
Ltd 

TC Barrow OFTO Ltd 

TC Beatrice OFTO Ltd 

TC Dudgeon OFTO Ltd 

TC Gunfleet Sands OFTO Ltd 

TC Lincs OFTO Ltd 

TC Ormonde OFTO Ltd 

TC Rampion OFTO Ltd 

TC Westermost Rough OFTO Ltd 

TC Robin Rigg OFTO Ltd 

The relevant electricity 
interconnector with CPO Powers 

Aminth Energy Ltd 

Aquind Ltd 

Britned Development Ltd 

Channel Cable Ltd 

Cronos Energy Ltd  

East West Cable One Ltd 

Eirgrid Interconnector Designated Activity 
Company  

Eleclink Ltd.  

Fab Link Ltd.  

Greenlink Inteconnector Ltd.  

Gridlink Interconnector Ltd.  

MaresConnect LTD. 

Moyle Interconnector Ltd. 

National Grid IFA 2 Ltd  

National Grid Interconnectors Ltd.  

National Grid Lion Link LTD. 

National Grid Nautilus LTD. 

National Grid North Sea Link Ltd. 

National Grid Viking Ltd. 

Nemo Link Ltd.  

Neuconnect Britain Ltd. 

Nu-link Interconnector Ltd.  

Tarchon Energy Ltd.  

TI Liric Ltd. 

Utilities identified from the 
Linesearchbeforeudig. 

BT  

 
 






